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calls upon Dr. Gordon to pre duce his
method of salvation. The dostor gives
* Wha!

“The word of God,"”

‘¢ How do you

him the Bible. is this 2"’ asks
the * habitant.”
answers Dr. Gordon.
know 2'' ¢ What are your reasons for
believing it to be inspired ? We are
both fallible men, and unless you can
give me a more convineing proof of its
ingpiration than your mere word for it,

I am content to remain as 1am. Iam
pot going to stultily myself by believ-

ing in revelation before I am convinced
that God bas spoken.” Dr, Gordon

looks upon the Bible as the word of
God : but his blind faith in it is not the
heritage of all men. With all due re-
spect for his earnestness and ability
the preacher is not lacking in presump

tion when he bids us believe in the
Bible because he believes in it. Man's
word is not a solid basis on which to
rest one's religion.

3. And wemay remind our friend that,
according to Dr. Delbruck “he who
will take the Scriptures of the New
Testament as the highest source of a
knowledge of faith, he declares it to be
something which in its very pature it
cannot be ; which is not in consonance
with the intentions of the Lord ; and
which from its own evidence it does
not wish to be : and, I add, which in the
first centuries, when Christianity arose
in its primitive vigor and strength, it
was not.”’

4. Again, can Dr. Gordon tell us what
things are contained in the full extent
oi the following words : ‘‘Teach all
things whatsoever I have commanded

you.” He must know them 80
as to impart the complete teach-
ing of Christ to Quebec. Are they to

be found within the Bible? Is the
whole revelation of God within its pages?
Wo do not think so, for St. John
informs us that there are also ‘‘ many

other things which Jesus did which, if
they were written, everyone—the world
itself, I think—would not contain the
books that should have to be written.”
if, then, Dr. Gordon can not know from
his Bible all the truths which Christ
commanded to be taught, he should in
all honesty either learn them or cease

orating about evangelizing Quebec.

5. Is Dr. Gordon absolu ely sure of the

correctuess of his interpretation of the ®
He | bi8 responsibilities ? As

think so.
other

Bible? We do not

claims, we suppose, witl advo

vates cf private judgmwent in matterso

faith, that he is assisted by the Holy

But this asserticn is withon

More, it

Ghost,
seriptural warrant.

tradicted by facts recorded in Serip-
ture. When Philip asked the eunuch
if he understood the prophecy of Irais,
the eunnch replied : *¢ How can I un-

less some man shox me 2’ And th

man who can show him wnd other

toekers after truth, must be sent by th
Church establiehed by Christ. Th

adherents of the sects are but of yes-
babbling,
‘¢ desiring to be teachers of the law,
understanding neither the things they

terday, given to vain

say, nor whereof they affirm.’”’
6, But is Ontario so *‘ evangelized

as_to_mot need the ministrations of Dr.

-

is ¢in-

month by the author, J. K. Barrett,
Esq., LL. D., of Winnipeg, Man. It
is, however, only what we might have
from a man of this

been expected

gentleman's attainments. It will be
romembered that Mr. Barrett took a

y prominent part on the side of the

Ve
Oatholic minority of Manizoba when
they were battling against the bigots of
that province educational
rights. The paper was very cordially
received and favorably commented on
by the clergy and laity present, and a
hearty vote of thanks was passed :

for their

During the closing years of the last
century, we were wont to boast with
pride of nineteenth century enlighten-
ment and progress. Some ill informed
people were found to charge the
Chureh with being far behind this age
of progress and light. Of this pre-
tentious half knowledge, which is worse
than downright ignorance, I had a
curions experience at the time when
the Manitoba School agitation was at
its height, and when Catholies in the
West were fighting for their rights. I
was returning from Prince Albert. A
prominent Catholic who was travelling
with me, said, in a voice loud enough
to be heard by all in the car: “Well
doctor,”’ what do you expect to gain by
all this agitation for Cath olie schools ?
You know they cannot stand before the
enlizhtened and progressive tendencies
of the nineteenth century.'’ At first
I was temporarily paralyzed at such
language coming from a Catholie. As
soon as I recovered my breath, Ire
plied in a voice equally loud and ag-
gressive : ‘* That, my learned friead,
is what our friends, the enemy, 8ay of
the Oatholic Church. Are you pre
pared to endorse their views ? The
Catholic Church is the greatest moral
force in the world to day, and you may
rest assured as long as she continues
to exercise that force, the Catholie
school will continue to grow stronger
and stronger under her benign in
fluence.”” This gentleman had the de-
cency to blush, and for the remainder of
the journey was deeply immersed in a
law report. Since that date the nine:
teenth century has disappeared, and
we are moving in the twentieth. What
does this new century hold in store for
us ? That depends entirely on our

Our Holy Fatber,
authority and enlightenment, has madc

blessed Name. In this good
where does the Catholic layman come
in? What are his duties?
the worle

moves on methods change.

must be alive to our opportunities.
that centre of

an eloquent appesl to win the world
for Christ—to restore all things in His
work

waat

What was | V1€

|

|

|

| anti-cierical cry to excite the ignoraut
‘r.nl)h!u against us. Whenever a (ues
| tion arises affecting the rights and
| liberties of Catholics the same old ery
| is raised, the same attacks are m vle on
the clergy. You have had an example
of this during the debate on the bilis
granting antonnmy 1o the new llr,»\"l( ce
in the West, and even yet it goes on.
It has been repeated again and again
that the educational clauses of the
autonomy bills were pub there at the
dictatioa of the clergy, notwithstand-
ing the fact that they are unable to
offer one single proof that the clergy,
or any one on their behalf, had either
directly or indirectly interiered.

In your own city, that centre o
culture and enlightenment, in Toronto
the Good, many of your newspajers
and public men have said and done
things that an untutored Tark would
blush to father. The Apostolic Dele
gate has been and is still made the
objact of coarse caricature. And these
papers seem to be whoolly indifferent to
the fact that they are iansulting over
40 of the people of this ecountry.

The remedy for all this lies in our
hands. MKvery Catholic layman should
make it a point to post himself on all
public guestions aff-cting his citizen-
ship and the rights and duties that
citiz nship brings with it. He should
not only know, but he should be able
to defend those rights. He should also
ke well posted in his religion and be
able to give an intelligent reason for
the faith that is in him. Ignorance
is the mother of Bigotry. Remove
that ignorance and the bigotry
will disappear. In nine cases out of
ten it is absolute ignorance of our
religion that is the cause of the opposi-
tion shown us by our separated breth-
ren. It is to us laymen that these
people look for light and information.
They will not go to a priest and ask
the why and the wherefore. We are
associated with them in every walk of
life, and it is to us that they will natar-
ally go. If we are not equipped with
the information they seek they will
leave us more firmly impressed than
ever in their erronesus belief. Here is
a mission the layman alone can teach.
A Protestant once said to a friend of
mine : ** Your Church teaches shat all
Protestants go to hell.”

teaching of the Church on that point

solves. Men generally reap what they He gave him the ** Faith of Our

sow. You cannot gather figs from Fathers ' to read. After reading the

t,hig.']cu If we want good results we book he was anxious tc know more, and
tles. ) sult )

is now a Catholic.

who
tho Chureh teaches on many points, an
- | although the results were not so fruit
ful of good as that of my friend, I an
1 | quite sure that 1 explanitions ha
the effect of remov

best  for gecuring great results | It abt ar time we lavmen are
fla century ago may pot be suit: | frox d 0 ions that w I
1 - L ) { 3 anl iy
aple now. | solve ( the 8j woe may f y

| that, although we kiiow there must b

f This is an
the rush

ours. It has fastened

nobler and higher ideals, and this lov

6 of wealth has been the greatest facto

ism,
o | ism dominates,
o

meanir g.

wealth acquired by such means.

age of Commereialism.
The one dominant passion of to day is |
after money. Meney is the
God mostly worshipped in this age of
itself on the
hearts of men, to the exclusion of all

in making our age an age of material-
Just in the same ratio as material-
spiritualism declines.
The late Sir John Thompson once ex-
claimed : ¢ Ihate a beastly rich man,’’ | troversy,
These few words exactly ejpress my
I bave not a word to say
against men winning for themselves an
honorable and prominent place in the
financial world, provided they attain
that place by honorable and just means.
A man of this stamp will not abuse the
Great

an answer, Wwe require some time
hunt up that answer, and then, havin

consulted some learned theologian, ¥

[
l of mouth or in writing. Bat, genera'l
© ‘ speaking, we can easily find sati

factory solutions to all anti Cathe

r .
which ever

dificulties in  books

Oardinal Gibbons’
Fathers, Father Ryder's Catholic Cor

provide us with a large defensive a
senal.

My friend
denijed this slander and explained the

was introdnced to a Jesuit Father and
That was years
. | ago when I was a very young man. I
have meb hundreds of Protestants since
have been anxious to know what

g many prej wdices.

can communicate the answer by word

zealous layman should possess, guch as
Faith of our
- | a representative at the Vatican that
Newman's Present Position
of Catholics in England, Father Hun:
ter's, Outlines {of Dogmatic Theology,
and, last, but not the least, the Catholic
Dictionary. The habitual perusal of
our best Oatholic journals will also

A taste for such wholesome
reading is a preservative against the

be pure and sweet with the fragrance
of Christian faith and morality.
I am afraid, gentlemen, that I have

tired you with many oldand oft repeated
thecries.
clude by this remark. 1am thoroughly
convinced that Sir Wilfred
was right when he said that this cen

in the growth

a bright light before men by
conduct,
our mission.

and well informed man or woman

POST.

with the Pope and
| present formidable features, let Rober

S. Brannen tell you all about it.

you feared that your creed or you

the truly democratic

Pontiff

the simplicity of his welcome and th
genuineness of his delight at meetin
Americans.

Mr. Bravnen is just back from a sc

tunately he arrived in Rome just i

of Pius X.
the spiritual beauty of a

exercises of that day.
Thousands of

pleased but surprised at his welcome.

you can,” declares Mr. Brannen. b

such a man!
1 1 think,”

continued he,

| more than anything else, I was ir
! | pressed with the Pope’s demoeracy
t1do not bel he is en credit for
| half deserves in this line
yelioy , than any man w
d ( L P
‘ And he i
dgipl S0 gres or is he th
) | 1 I believe that before his pe
¢ate ends there will no longer

izan and the throne. The represent

}
1 4 : :
y | tives of all nations are glad to do him | and in many instances has accepted as
i | honor, and his charm of manner has | facts of the past what are veally only
| made them personal friends. the sonceits of enemies of the Church.
L1 a8 g i i y ' . ‘ . .
¥ In was a splendid sight to see them Iis letter in last Sunday’s Sun will

all there at his
Almost every country in the world h

day, and in all their regalia they occ
p'lf:d seats in the Sistine chapel a
joined in celebrating the event.

The service was long, but through
r- | most wrapt attention was paid.

Allow me, therefore, to con-
Laurier

tury belongs to Canada, and if Cath-
olics wish to take their proper places
and progress of our
country they must reduce these and
other similar hints to practice. We
possess the trath in all its fullnass, If
we do not make that Truth to shine as
the | quired to adopt when being received by
example of our lives and our publie
we shall bave sadly failed in
One thoroughly earnest
is a
tower of strength for all the Catholic

body. what the Swiss Guards were until 1
came face to face with them. Stationed

. " there to guard the premises they are

A PROTESTANT VIEW OF THE gentlemanly and courtecus to a degree,
POPE. and the stranger finds a good friend in

ROBERT S, BRANNEN IN THE DENVER any one of them. I found that at-

If you have never had an audience
imagine for a
moment that such a ceremony would

If you have held off when within a
stone's throw of the Vatican because

station in life precluded the idea of a
cordial welcome, listen to his story of
spirit of the

Ii you imagined that regal pomp and
ceremony would awe you, think over

journ in KEarope and he counts the
most interesting feature of his vaca
tion, his two days at the Vatican. For

time for the festivities attendant upon
the second anniversary of the pontificate

The splendor of a ecourt function and his letters to the New York Sun.
religious
service were combined, he says, in the

ready seen the new Pope, but to none,
perhaps, did he appeal more strungly
than to Mr. Brannen, who was not only

« T would say to all that have not
yet seen Pius X., see him as soon as

is so different from anything we can
picture—so simple, so cordial, yet
’

¢ that,

that bitter difference between the Vat- | be
a | offered against his doubting theology

anniversary Mass.

Pope
Pius sat on his elevated throne with a
holy light illuminating his countenance.

Thou-
sands of people thronged the Vatican.
There were seats for only the chosen

n
contented face
light.

“1 place absolutely no stock in the
newspaper stories to the effect that con-
finement has told on Pius X, that he
craves a glimpse of the outside world,
and that he hungers for freedom. II
that be trne, his face does not show it,
nor yet his manner. Heseems s yhappy
that it does one good to see him, His
face is full and red, and his hair white
as the snow. It is closely cut, and is
just like a crown on his well moulded
head.

“ Of course, custom has a certain
mode of dress which the visitor is re

the Pope. A dress suit or a Prince
Albert is usually worn.

“ It is a striking fact that impresses
every visitor that there is no hos*
tility in the Vatican. I never realized

taches of the Vatican actually worry
that a stranger is not feeling at ease,

> | and your ;slightest wish is gratified.
Oftentimes persons not understanding
the rules of the place will venture in
t | spots not open to the publie, but no
order is given them to leave, only the
most polite reminder that it is for-
bidden territory. Thus the feelings of
r | the most sensitive are considered.

¢« I pelieve that regardless of creed,
every man who sees the Pope goes
away with the balief that he is a manly
man, gentlemanly and sympathetic,
With the Socialist element he is popu-
lar, as well a3 with the court. Re-
© | gardless of his position as head of the
g | Chureh, he is a man well worth meeting
and seeing him face to face is a pleas
> | ure which will appeal to any Ameri
can.”’

n WHAT IF NOT A MIRACLE ?

Mr. Guldwin Smith is a gentleman
who has attracted much attraction by
The
letters for the most part have to do
with questions far above the grasp of
the ordinary mind—qunestions of the

Americans have al existence of a personal God, the spirit-

uality and immortality of the soul, the
evidences of faith and the true Church
founded by Jesus Christ. Mr, Smith
claims that he is un unbeliever from
conviction ; that he is willing and
eager to learn the truth ;
le

of all denominations.

In reply Mr. Smith has rec
munications from apostles of
n- | Christian and Jew, atheists
fearing men in all walks
nndertaken to win him ov

and God

I|different ways of thinking. Mr. Smith
h has 1 i to n all a till re
| .
ey | vinsg an unhe ver e W
| himseli to be intelligent |
t | m f  his
n- | those which | n y tho
be | Catholie Church, Herein he seems to

un w»illi

gerve to illustrate how he
ad | an objection against
miracles. He

Januarius.

liguid.

that he has
as yot found no one able to clear his
mind of doubts regarding the churches

11 sorts.

of life have
r to their

to face the dilliculties

overcomes
his position on
had received, he said,
'0- | the declaration of a simple soul who
nd | had been converted to the faith by
witnessir g (he means seeing) the mir-
aculous liquefaction of the blood of St.
The * simple soul’ de-
it | clared that he had actually seen with
his own eyes the solid suddenly become
Whereupon Mr. Smith politely
observes ; * unquestionably the simple

faction take place 11|
oceur in the case of one who has shed
his blood for the faith of Christ ?

Why is the miraculous lignefaction re-
newed on the very anniversary of Uhe
day on which the saint beheaded
sixteen hundred years - Why is
the saint's martyrdom thus nmemor
ated even to the present day ? Can
Mr. Smith explain these pointed cir-
cumstanes by any laws of chemistry
or by any materialistic categories !
For our part we are slow to believe
in reports of the suspension of the
laws of nature. The Catholic Church
itself does not even wmake it a matter
of faith to believe in the ¢ J
liquefaction of the blood of
arins. As we try to be fair, however
wo cannot conceive any other explana
tion of the phenomenon. Will Mur.
Smith  enlighten us ? — Providence
Visitor.

TIRED OF NASTY ANTI-CATHOLIC
BOOKS.

In one or two recent novels the
“wily Jesuit”’ figures again. Some
writers of books would have to shut up
shop and go out of basiness were it not
or the *‘wily Jesunit,”” He is their
bread and butter. We ourselves have
hail a rather wide acquaintance with
Josuits, but we nevor found any of
them mors *‘wily’’ than other people
However, that's another story. The
New York Kvening Post reviews a pair
of sueh books, and dismisses one of
them in a few words—*‘with its hazk-
neyed plot, in which the wily Jesuite
priest stops at nothing to make
converts of two rich Protestants.’”
T) the other it devotes not much more
space, but what it does say of it is well
worth remembering. We shall not
mention this book by title, but it is
written by Richard Bagot, whose name
to every well-informed Catholic i

synonymous with the rankest auti-
Catholie bigotry.
“This is the kind of noval Bagot

always writes,”” siys the New York
Kvening Post. “Tne scene is laid in
Italy, and is balefully over shadowed
by Roman Catholicism. 1t tells about
a young heiress, who was traded to the
villain by a priest, and, after many
staircase adventures, it goes on to tell
how she fell into the arms of the right
man at last. But it is not a novel.
There is a difference batween having ar

idea and being ablo to dramatize it,
| Mr. Bagot has a drumhead full of ideas,
| but be knows as much about demon
l[ strating them in action and porsonality
| ag Jonathan Kdwar did aboub t
{:."n { experience of weing. Ane
i ‘II'[‘ VVH“‘H"”K o writo a mono
i about hall a-dozan echaraci and
“:' A novel. Anotl
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If your receiving of holy Communion

| in the morning does not sanctily your

‘whnln) day, there is something wrong

with your disposition toward God and,
your fellow-men.

A better understanding and a more
rigid observance of the law of the
Church as laid down in the sixth pre-
cept wounld prevent many of the serious
mistakes made in matrimony.
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