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TRADE WITH THE ORIENT.

The development of trade is rapidly becoming the |
Mng consideration in Canada. No lack of desire 'is |
evident on the part of various countries to strengthen
commercial ties with the Dominion. The United States
hfls succéeded in obtaining a large proportion of Cana- |
dlaft business, supplementing this by an intimate partici-
Pation in actual industrial development. The United
kln’gdom is showing a far greatef appreciation of Can-
ada’s commercial possibilities, while France, Gerimany"
and Italy are also anxious to have their share. Canada,
too, haq encouraged commercial expansion. ‘The recent
discussion as to Canadian: merchants dealing direct with
the Japanese without the-help of middlemen and the visit |
o America of a party of business and financial men from |

. Japan, has again directed attention to the prospects of |

Canadi?n trade with the Orient. That there is room for
€Xpansion is githered from the following figures :—

| China. 1905. ' 1909.
Fmpﬂfts I coiie ih s i $ 550,166 $ 640,651
DR S0 . oiteiooibivin 1,009,128 1,022,555
Total $1,5¢ 3 81,
B el eoes bais 58 Ea $1,5359,2¢ $1,603,206
Japan. 2o iy oug!
::":90115 oW .l $1,914,787 ,S+€i()&)'917
Xports to ............... 510,925 756,111
o ST Y $2,425,712 $2,746,028 |

e Canada’s total trade with China and Japan duringI
e twelve months ended March 31st, 1909, was onl'\'l
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| valued at a little more than four million doll

| going westward. Loads had to be found for lln:

*The solution was found in the forests of Wasl on.

| North-West.. Freight cars creaked under the ht of

is a fractional increase ower that of five years a
the anticipated business revival has not yet
Japan, the time is opportune to consider Canad
in Oriental trade. The rice harvest there has be
tiful, with consequent low prices and a resultag
sion in manufacturing.” But good results mus
from an excellent harvest and splendid- silk yeaf,
the balance of trade is also being recovered.
when spring comes the outlook in Japan should
to have improved. : : |

Mr. James ]J. Hill has recently discussed the
tion of American trade with the Orient, from the
when the Great Northern rails reached Puget &
1893. The question of profitable freight both W
led to the investigation of this trade. That it ki
some scrutiny is proved by .the fact that if t}
should spend only one cent a day per capita,
amount to four million dollars every day, or e t& one
billion five hundred millions a year. Mr. Hill thi ﬁ? that
America - has lost a commercial opportunity i  the
Pacific. It was found that the bulk of com

save an empty haul of two thousand miles

The freight rates were reduced from ninety rcniiﬁ;tQ fifty | 'v'.
cents a thousand to compete with the lumbegof the | :

large consignments and the bulk of tonnage
turned towards the East. The Hill missionarie
Japan dnd China to preach the gospel of Americ




