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ISOME LASTING BENEFITS.
New President of the NâtWwï~Llle Underwriters' Association

1 JSbc insurance Chronicle >!

«net, 1SST.
I In making a visit to Pittsburg the other day, Mr. Charles : 

Jerome Edwards, of New York, the newly elected president of | 
the National Life Underwriters’ Association, addressed the *- 
Pittsburg local body of Jife agents. Some extracts from his J 
address follow : f • > #

Speaking of the Conventions held in Toronto last month g|;
In answering the question, “What is a fireproof £e hJ cm swat?ve’^nd°helpful lines then enunciated %

1 lilding?” Mr. Lindbach reminds us that a building that ««| do not propose to launch any policy, to promulgate any |
, ’ . mntpri-il is not necessarily fireproof, plan for relief, nor do I promise a universal panacea. Some ?is of noncombustible material is not necessarily nreprooi. which , ho|d amouBt to a belief on my part, and of |

\ building that is of fireproof material but hot of fire- thtm j may speak. Some revision of recent insurance Inès |
1 a»=i»n is not necessarily fireproof ; a building that may be contemplated ; some encouragement may be expected, | 

proof design ..... and an honest effort made for the improvement in the morale n
is not fireproof, and finally, a building that is strictly and |be life agency business. One immense and lasting benefit £ 
thoroughly fireproof, but fill'd with combustible contents, of the recent reformsJhas been the elimination of the high * 

destructive fire in it, while the building itself brokerage agent,-'the lightning special, the rebater ; second £
only to the ravages of such agents is the demoralizing in-In
fluence of the ‘twister. ’
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FIRE: ITS CAUSES AND CURES.
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will not be wrecked or destroyed.

Correct design means, the proper application of in- ^

only a small proportion of the contents can be destroyed ,hc demoralizing practice of twisting ; another is to p«r-§ g 
ôase of fire ... The fact is, that every building sistently oppose schemes for the sale of life insurance

« Sts tsss. “xtr.s’Rmore fuel for possible, nav, certain fire, and risks are _rincjpk of life insurance.
not only increasing, but multiplying. “The work of the National Association has been o

With these facts before us, the question arises, long record of standing for correct principles ; of enunci*t-|
«T» i, ÜK rea^, fo, au=h enor^us lo^, », .hi, co^- ÎS'LtStS
trnent compared with older countries? The answer counl^tancc to devious methods.
comes back in the one word “construction. Faulty, j “The recent convention at Toronto was replete with|- 
indifferent construction. Even the man who pays little hopeful, helpful signs. The men who visited that convenu
attention to such matters knows that wooden structures from all over the United States "'"in it!

... .i,.,» ttnn„ _nfi marble believe in life insurance, believe in their work, believe in i«^assist in spreading fires ; that granite, stone, and marDie, fa|uw men not easlly discouraged, and certainly men wàoi
stucco and concrete (however attractive the surface may had not Io8t fajth fj
have been ornamented, and however strong the material “However much the sea reheads of the yellow press may': 
appears to be, and really is, structurally) always suffer have twisted into sensation and scandal, from which has bee*

The surfaces peel and scale, reaped a harvest ot sorrow ahd suffering, the public is a ye»#1
and more older, and they have thought twice—and while h».« .

... . , .... and there a man may express prejudice, the great public han; |
Therefore, ' in a thoroughly fireproof building, tne confidence in the institution of life insurance, and in the manff 

exterior should be built exclusively of well-burned brick, agement of the companies which sell it. Ttfiis is clearly
sparelv decorated with as well-burned brick and made monstrated by the production of twenty-one millions of nev| x

S The — .held £.-**2 » S? Ifilled with wire glass; the roof should be of metal. pub|j<. wrath. but the achievement of their agents in July* {§
cement, tile or asbestos shingles; the foundation should provM that the public has either forgotten or forgiven—an*
be çf stone or concrete ; the structure skçleton should be this will hold good of every other company,
of steel, well covered with cement, and protected with {0 quet by waiting.
hollow tile or brick, and the floors and partitions should “j believe that there should be a revision of the statut
be of narrow span hollow tile fireproofing ; the finished regarding compensation which may be paid on endowment!
floors and interior finish should be of cement or other policies. At present probably over
rt™bribkrr1 v*firsaadcle;a,"rsTSSSt!ÆW5ïïLffîfe
be absolutely enclosed, and with automatic doors, so that (he cnormous increase in term business which is being wotfl 
there will be no opening from storey to storey, each lcn The result is an adverse selection against the company*
storev forming a separate unit, as distinct a? «* separate for which there must be some relief. Mr. Macaulay ia ai»,
building, therefore confining anv fire to the unite in which address before the Toronto convention pointed out: the absoj;
•. . ? j - 6 ' . , | j l. i lute seriousness of this condition, indicating a mortality oif.it originated. The floor spaces should be cut up intri ^ Qf ^ ^ cent nf lh, expectancy, and on enf
as small units as practicable. dowment policies of only 67 per cent. Undoubtedly thf ;

Summed up. the proper thing to do is to build sen- Actuaries’ Society will themselves bring this condition to th#
My, intelligently, and w as to eliminate as much as I attention trf the New York legislature, and pray for a rev,sm|
possible combustible material from which any damage on jg our dut>. lo makc progress ; not to rust by waitif
can result from its burning. ing for some future Condition. Let us do our duty to ourl

The Board of Underwriters in Chicago in their labo- selves, which we can best do by persistent and energeti<£-

m «!•*” 7 exaT 1 :ha','!r,.r: SSSKS-fSwiTJÜS5UTEBVÏfeet fireproof building is. and, in spite of all precautions neighbo„ They know he has had a struggle and that he ha^ 
taken to make it a model, that building cost only about won ^ The greatest honor with which any man can
ta pe* cent, more than if it had been built in the ordinary invested is the respect of his fellows. All the world hates
fire-trhp way,- 1 I quitter; everybody loves a stayer!"

The conflagrations of Portland, Me., in i8ri6, Chi-:
«ago in 1871, Boston in 1872, Oshkosh and Virginia City 
*n 1875, Galveston in 1884, Seattle, Ellenburg, Spokane,
P<>ston and Lynn in 1899, Milwaukee in 1882. Hoboken ks$ than 153,000 immigrants stepped foot upon th«§
in 1900, Jacksonville in 1901, Waterburg and Patterson Dominion shores during the first seven months of the present!

1901. Baltimore. Rochester and Toronto in 1904. be- year. The number for thecorresponding Period of 
*>"dred olhcr fire, wi.Hin Hu, «U jt S

thirty-eight years, and lastly the San Francisco fire in increase of 30,820 over the hr-t seven months of igori*
1906, all owe their extent and destructiveness to in-, fbc immigration from the United States was 27,238, a de-jj 
flammable material and careless design and construction. 1 crease of 2,516.
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1 serious damage by -fire, 
and the walls have to be rebuilt, or at least refaced.r
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CANADA’S NEW CITIZENS.
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