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THE INDICATOR

LEWIS HENRY MORGAN, AUTHOR
OF ''ANCIENT SOCIETY"
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Morg W nong 11t 'S )
gaie ifie y pe qte i tha ‘o
gtatus o1 man 1 the stages precet |
ing the patriarchal system which, in
G '.'H'Jui'} vith Hebrew tradition,
most earlier writers, even the learned
Sir Henry Maine ‘““Ancient Law,

Chap. 5 had considered to he the
dawn of society

! 1877, Morgan gave to the orld
Lhe esult ol forty vears st .‘!.. m s
caiel lterary work, “Ancient .\n«'v!n'?'\

or iResearches in the Lines of Human
Progress from Savagery through Bar-
barism to Civilization.”” The book is
divided into four parts. In the first
Morgan shows that the basis of *all
human progress lies in the (liww\gl‘_\’
or invention of artificial ;xi-l\”ul exist-
ence in the form of implements and
technical processes, and that these
processes lead to new methods of liv-
ing, generating new needs and pro-
ducing a gradual inerease in man’s
knowledge of and econtrol over na-
tural forces.

The author divides the evolution
of mankind into seven stages, each
marked off by outstanding dis-
coveries Thus the lowest or first
stage in the period of savagery com-
mences with man, hardly different-
iated from the rest of the .»th!‘upuid
stock, existing as a tropical tree-
dweller and

fruits, and small

cousuming  raw  roots,

animals During
this j’t'l‘i“tl the first simple form of
language was developed and rude

tools of stone, shell, hone and similar

materials 'H‘g_'élll to be used

Then came the making of fires,
which made cooking possible and
raised man to the ‘seoend stage of
Savagery. Fishing was now adopted
and by encouraging migrations along
river banks and coasts assisted in the
dispcrx;xl of the race over the econ-
tinents. The invention of the bow
and arrow ushers in the third stage,
in which the savage was equipped
for the hunting of large game.

With the art of making pottery the
period of Barbarism begins In its
first stage crude picture
probably

vriting and
weaving were  evolved
Primitive agriculture commenced to-
wards the close of this period. Then
cattle
sheep, and other hoofed :udwals in
the Eastern Hemisphere and the im-
provement of agriculture in Central
and South America, the middle stage
of Barbarism would be reached. This
period, in its use of the softer metals,

with the domestication ot

corresponds with the Bronze Age of
the archaeologists.

The upper status of Barbarism was
reached only in the Eastern Hemis-
phere when iron smelting was ac-
hieved.

placed in man’s hands the means of

This great discovery, which

procuring tools of great hardness and
durability, gave an unprece’anted
imipetus to agrieulture and other
forms of production. The invention
of alphabetic writing closed the epoch
of Barbarism and ushered in the era
of written history—of Civilization
Morgan’s orderly -classification of
the cultural history of mankind was
a marked advance upon all previous
attempts. It is still, over fifty years
after its . formulation, recognized as

the most adequate and useful of the
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A Series of Six Articles
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N the last article I pointed out
how the Socialist Movement of

this country and of Amerie uald
be shown to have grown up as a eon-
sequence o1 certaim maten Tactors
in the niv‘-“ﬂinmn? of the ecapitalist
systen The ]H"i«rvl\ ot ts erowth
Were threc The first as that of
the “‘eighties,”’ he econd lasted
from 1903 to 1909-10, and the third
synchronized with the wan On all
three occasions, and in both countries
its expansion was the 1 siult ot the
'“\l'-v!,Hh‘ of those ho most severe )
felt the pressure of dilution, and who
did not at the same  1ne feel any

confidence in imperialism or improve-
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and political order The Socialist

Movement is essentially middle class
in its leadership and outlook, because
uir, ;!'Hlll\ of ironies! the idealists
who so largely compose it are im-
pelled by the hard material faects of
their social environment The work-
inj_' ¢lass, as a r!.;\\, seems to be ])('Il(‘»

fiting very greatly from the aetivities

of syndicated capitalism and of im-
perialism. It is being kept contin-

nously employed and fed with its

own tail, as well as with the surplus
and a considerable part of the 4‘:!])i»
1al or

accumulated past surpluses,

of the middle class This, of course,
1s most distressing to the members
of the middle class, and some of them
are virtuously and indignantly con-
vinced that it 18 a most immoral pro-
cedure thus to relieve them of stolen
property. Perhaps it is, but it is not
the kind of felony that should cause
Socialists to cry ‘‘Stop thief!”’
The working eclass—the proletariat
—has been created by means of a
continuous proecess of wearing away
the past property of its present mem-
bers [t is the produect of develop-

ing and developed Capitalism—as

iany emes ».]Ii"lv nave }»(-1-)1 evol-
ved (see article ‘“‘Civilization,”” En

ey opedi: l‘n‘i‘\'v.‘,'.l“.:_ 11th edition

To Socialists .\]H‘L’u‘:‘\ classifica
tion is especially of interest inasmuecl
as it is based wupon the principle that

ie great epochs of human pro
o have been identified, more o

directly, with the en argement ol
the sources of subsistence?’’ “An

ient Society,”” p 19,) a thesis funda
mentally identical with the Material-
ist Conception «of History of Mar

and Engels R. W. HOUSLEY.

t ISt as of “Primitive A
Whenever the wearing

st’ MCOINEeS VIsiit SNOLE
) e as “.nll\'.' IS
sni. as ‘‘Rebecea,’’ even as Fa
It is the workers and others.
I'C \il.\[)\l\\l'\\('\i ;l\i'i 11":!;1(11'(1

former rights and customs,

blind eves are opened to be
d visions ._‘!Il] who dream dreams
I'hey nurse their old wrongs Thev

<l to develop new svmpathies

the oppressors ol l"‘u:u; but
¢ t ~v‘«{wllv heom 3 SOUIree o1
) to the Labor Movement into
*h they have been mjected \l‘xu}'\
s indeed have
"t‘lut'l
to them-—in industry than on the
ind that they have been bulwaiks of
reaction from the first It was the

diluting elements in industry whose

demand for 1|H';A[b corn rumed Chart-
ism almost from the first \. great

blow to the status of some section of

he workers may ]Hunl‘l«‘« a state of

unrest such as the late . A. Thomas

engendered in the l“mwirl But
~jn('<,_\ recovery ol Vag owing to
cxpanding ftrade has bl d out all
ipparent-—though 1wt all actual

memory ol the Crisis UuHIlc'

o be the case where the VOYrKers llilll

had a long continued

experience of
poor standard of 1if d edom
\s often as the capitalhst system ¢an
ahsorh 11 element | unset
tles and degrades d e rve to
these an apparent freedom and status
equal to that hieh they lave 1
,.-li‘ﬂ:"\ lost t vill not bhe threat
ened by the ever-inercasing army of
the working class Iitherto it has
beer: in a position to do hig—if not
at onece, then bhefore my great leneth
of time has eclapsed
For three-quarter of a eentury,
B ritish Capitalisn Has  required 1

find an ever-widening outlet for 4

surplus of produets, and it has onl
heen able to ke« P 1ts workers n 1"
mwunerative employment when i

l'(!‘ill] unload advantageously on the
world market what these workers

could not buy hack for them%h’eﬂ

This it omplished successt dly w

t11 about veneration ago hen the
])'ln]m'? | ort or long date Brit
ish Joans began to come home in too
great abundancee This disturbanee
conld  he presented t) vork of
the wicked foreigne: The mystery
was }Ii‘!"l" v!ll“nw,‘;hl\ "nru':.v‘u"

from the worker wondering gaze

The Sgate nazing metamorphosis o
N - |
the corporate opertied jass.  canmd
forward and ‘‘mad¢ ork building
battleship ould 0 he
worki e 1t dressed them b
] ! 1 n { el
1€) ( ) 0 | LCF en
] a K1l f¢ { )1 the
Iaale SO-—10 1 T cla
'
phi ¢ bo r¢0) oy Ive heel
‘ ot { 2 eratio
b d mn
DY'0CE t hie v ike
’ { preced ] 01
| 1y | S ¢
{ { ]
10 ) ! ) L ¢
{ mg norae Lam ! n
( ered ¢ g ihling
1 f 01 ( { i ney
Were I"'“'i 1ced and 1to eep ) ado
mne 1 I'he ear o1 paym¢ T have
be¢ 1de; or evervthing ! heen
Yarw
bundant except necessities nd lux-
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Counter-Revolution

1 { ' ind (
shing (an S 5 |
to borrow in order to lend to the
{ ( mld 0 { s
But ) { ondivy n g that
ev h "o paid fo 1608 el
dered I situation i1s going to b
de h 1hese Wns me 1
‘Il. no x-l'\li
But let us turn from this interes
Hig prospect o 1ure betlo L
00 ) { 1me anoth ¢lo
vich is a 00 offte werlooked and
s had mueh to do with ecaus
v L orKel o Cnlan ontent
with thi e host ) ! M ilist
world
During the stormy A S 0l social
and political upheaval that followed

the passing of the Reform Bill o

1832, the workers found that thev

had been used and then abandoned

||_\ then Les I'he govering

NS

and the would-be governing class of

this country—ie., those who con

trolled the State, and those who. as
yet, .only controlled Parliament —also
discovered that 1t Vas o great mis

take to ftrust to the truncheon to

keep the people quiet Like Peel

when he reformed the Penal Code.

they had learned the lesson of Libe ral

ism, and they resolved to be kind
only to be ¢ruel IF'rom several stand
|mi111> ‘.lu‘\ began 1o nant Fduea
tion,”’ taking care that the people

did not hear too often the remainder
of the sentence: *‘is the best form of
police,”’ For thirty years the two
parties in “‘society,’”’ the one in and
the othe entering the State quarrel
Jed over the kind of edueation to be
given to 1he workers After the
Second Reform Bill the matter be
, and 1870 saw the ad

vance of the capitalist Liberals, bear

came urgent

mg the workers the grateful gift of
the three Rs. When the workers
became Socialistically inclined, they
were rewarded with a svstern made
When
their €3 physique showed them un
fit for defending an Al Kmpire, the

idealists were allowed to feed and

hoth compulsory and free

medically inspect the c¢hildren who
ould be wage workers

(mly those who have heen through
or have carefully studied the “dope’’
factory of the elementary education
svstem can realize that a 6d. share
in 1 is worth even more than £14
10s. to the capitalist class

The workers of Britain have been
educated, unlike the hapless workers
of Russia, to think with the thoughts
of their masters. They have been
tanght enough to “write to John
Bull about it’’ and to yvead Beaver
hrook’s '):1”.\‘ ":‘;]Il" s, and to work
out the arithmetieal ecalenlations of
the racing newspapers ~
Their literature. their musie, f{heir

geography, their their re

ligious instruction, as tanght in the

schools, are soaked in capitalist ideo

logy Out of school new agencies
await to ednecate them Grown to
manhood they meet the ‘‘impartial’’
educationists of Owen’s College, Firth

Armstrong  College, T.ady

College
\'.,n*g:. ret’s

gnide them in the wayvs where they

College, ete coming to

will learn to be ““good citizens’’ of
the State hich is fast bhecoming
as much an engine of soeial, moral,
and intellectual despotism as the Holy
("atholiec Chureh was at the close of
the Fendal Age

(To Be Continued




