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“The Catbird sings a crooked song,

in minors that are flat, 
And when he can’t control his voice

he mews just like a cat, 
Then nods his head and whisks his tail

/tnd lets it go at that”
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The Farmer’s Advocate Medical Inspection of Schools.1 r diluer b AUVUtdlC Whether the speeches that some of our Health

Officers are making on the condition of the
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I AND HOME MAGAZINE.
_>ING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN schools and pupils are correctly reported or not 

THE DOMINION. we cannot, say but we are disposed to hope that
the reports are (exaggerated or to think, that if
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So writes Oliver Davie of the Catbird. This ^ 

correctly reported, the opinions are based on ex- gpgcieg is a variety artist among the bird per-’V
Most of the argejments formers, having a great jpany "turns.” These

include a wide range of notes from those which 
it pours forth in its beautiful song to -Licks” 
and catcalls. Another vaudeville characteristic 

sanitary Jg itg imitations of the songs of other species.
He also emphasizes his various notes with ges­
tures of the head and tail. Even when singing 
his tuneful melody he will interject into it a 
harsh “mi-au-aw”.
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lead to a plea for the multiplication of ihsppct- 
ing officers—dental inspectors, eye, ear, nose and 
throat inspectors, lung inspectors,
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inspeAors and visiting nurses.
While it is impossible to exaggerate the im­

portance of conserving the public health and par­
ticularly the health of the youth yet before creat-

i|nti for 'The Farmer’» Advocate and Home Journal,” 
Winnipeg, Man.
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4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until sightedness or astigmatism, mouth-breathing or Concerning its economic status, the Catbird is.
m^.dr^nt, law! carious teeth? If they can it is certainly better ”on fence” since it does both harm and goo.L

'• that the responsibility should be laid upon them The^ food ,Q cultivated places* nLt-
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subscription is paid. _ ,, ....... „ , Kldprhprries or Russian Mulberries along the-
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IB. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural 
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per inch printed matter. Criticisms of Articles, Sugg es- normal schools the teachers-in training could be
ttons How to Improve "The Farmer’s Advocate and trained to test eyes and ears and examjnp teeth
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guide health inspection in the vpry best place and
where it most properly belongs—namely in the 
home. Every step taken to place the responsibil­
ity for thp health of the children directly on the 
parents and teachers is a wise one. At any rate 

There is room for thought right we believe that it is the duty of the Education
Department to devise methods of making the max­
imum use of the regular teachers and school in­
spectors in the matters under consideration. If 
these officers provp quite incapable, then the 
creation of staffs of special inspectors and nurses 
may have to be considered, but first the teacher 
should do his part and the inspector should exer­
cise his authority where necessary,

I III The Catbird is a very alert species and is
intruders upon his

I
M

That is to plant

The greatest good done by this species is in. 
in the high schools and so far as we know. On- feeding its young, since they are fed almost ex-

In one instance where theclusively on insects, 
food of the young was investigated, sixty-two- 
per cent, was found to consist of cutworms, one* 
of the most annoying of all garden pests.

The young Eels are now ascending the rivers. 
The Eel is really a fresh-water fish whose real 
home is in rivers and lakes, but which runs down, 
to salt water at spawning time, 
the exact opposite of many fishes like the Salmon 
and Shad which live in salt water and run up 

The method of reproduction 
Among the

tario is the only Province or state that does not 
teach human physiology and hygiene in its high 
schools. If this defect were remedied then in the

1I

II In this it is
if!
Ill

the rivers to spawn, 
of the Eel was for ages a puzzle.
Greeks, who understood well enough the reproduc­

ed most of the fishes, the Eel was supposed
_ spontaneously generated from the mud.

Pliny, a Roman writer on natural history, main­
tained that the young Eels sprang from the slime- 
and fragments of skin which come off when the 
adult Eels rub against rocks. Some writers in 
the middle ages claimed that the young Eels were-
;____ alive, and in the seventeenth century, Leu-
wenhoek mistook certain parasites in the Eel for 

Not until 1877 was the life history
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ness to do so. 
here.
tive—too ready to “stand pat” and not willing 
to put more money in equipment and improve­
ments, or have the rates of interest been so high 
that the supreme object was to get rid of notes 
and mortgages and keep free of them, even 
though a little borrowed money could often be 
used to good advantage ? 
millions which Ontario farmers now have on de-

Have Ontario farmers been too conserva- born

the young.
of the Eel fully worked out, and found to be as 
follows. They spawn in the fall in salt water, 
usually off the mouths of rivers, on mudbanks. 
Here the eggs hatch and at the beginning of the- 
second spring the young Eels find their way to 
the mouths of rivers, which they escend in im- 

In the fresh-water streams and

1

Add the one hundred! Nature’s Diary.
A. B. Klugh, M.A.

mense numbers.
lakes they remain until of adult size^when they ^ 
return to the sea to spawn. During this seaward 
migration they'do not take any food, and when 
they arrive in salt water they do not jematim near­
shore, but go out to deep water, where the devel­
opment of the ovaries and testes takes place re­
markably rapidly. When they reach the sea these 
organs are but very little developed, but within 
five weeks after reaching salt water the Eels are- 
sexually mature. The spawning then takes place 
and the old males and females die, nevpr return-

It was be-

posit in the banks to the billion and one-half 
they have invested, and it would only be a be­
ginning towards the proper equipment of the 
farms. Could a good deal more not be profit­
ably invested on our farms ? 
some farms are over-equipped and cannot be made 
pay, but a far greater majority would be' the 
better of added equipment. Would this not 
mean more borrowed money ? After all is this 
statement sufficient upon which to base our pros­
perity ? Mortgages are said to eat like cancers. 
Ontario farmers seem to be successfully fighting 
them. Study the figures', consider the statement 
made in Chicago and ask yourself : Mr. Farmer 
are you progressive, are you making the most of 
your farm ?

Î
H In the woods, and more particularly in open­

ings in coniferous woods, the Dwarf Cornel or 
Bunch-berry is now blooming in great showy 

We agree that patches. This little plant is attractive even 
whpn it only occurs scattered through ihe woods, 
but when it is seen in huge clumps it is a 
striking feature of the early summer landscape.

I

m
ill '

ing to fresh water a second time.
they did not know of this very rapid devel­

opment of the productive organs that the older 
writers were at a loss as to the method of re-

s cause

production of the Eel.
The Eel is remarkably prolific, the number of

abouteggs produced by a single fémale being
Oh ! for a hen built on the same31 10,700,000.

lines!
People are continually being warned that fruit

In the introduction
In their feeding habits Eels are chiefly scaven­

gers, feeding upon all sorts of refuse but prefer­
ably' on dead fish or othpr animal matter. They 
are great destroyers of tfie spawn of other fishes, 
and in this way are a serious menace in waters

They also

?
growing is being over done, 
of a new work on strawberry culture the en­
couraging axiom is laid down that “demand is 
increased by a crop of well-grown, well-packed, 
and properly sold fruit.”

.
m

• #
S' where fish-culture is being carried on. 

frequently eat all but the head and backbone 
fish caught in nets before the nets are hauled.

of
)

J!
If one has the money to spare, instead of 

dabbling in stocks, about the real nature of 
which we are unacquainted, why not invest it in 
farm improvements, equipment or live stock, or 
in the comfort and beaut ification of our homes ? 
There is a certain and gratifying return from the 
latter.

Dwarf Cornel.
About election time the country’s future 

tremulously on the height of the tariff oi 
old Hag, but between times, as the chairman o 
the Toronto Manufacturers’ Association the otne 
day declared, the return of the country’s, prosper 
it y depends upon how good the farmers crop-- 
are.

Mi the-I The parts of this plant which .ook like petals 
are really large white bracts, which surround the 
clusters of small greenish-white flowers, 
in the season, the plant bt'ars comp-i -t bunches of 
coral-red berries, which are edible.

Later
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