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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE
is published every Thursday.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques and parties,
bhandsomely fHustrated with original engravings, and fur-
mishes the most practical. reliable and profitable informa-
tion for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and
home-makers, of any publication in Canada.

8. TERMS OF SUBSORIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland,
Scotland, Newioundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year,
in advance ; $2.00 per vear when not paid in advance.
United States, $2.50 per vear ; all other countries 12s.;
in advance.

8. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 26 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All
payments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

§. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES glhould be made direct to us, either by
Money Order, Note, Express Order or Registered
Letter, which will be at our risk. When made otherwise we
will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In
every case the “Full Name and Pust-Office Address Must
be Given.” :

0. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL I8 REQUIRED to Urgent
Veterinary or Legal Enauiries, $1.00 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication ghould be written on
one side of the paper onlv.

1. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P. Q.
address.

i8. WE INVITE FARMERS tn write us on any agricultural
topio., 'We .are always pleased to receive practical articles.
For such as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents
per inch printed matter. Criticlsms of Articles, Sugges-
tions How to Improve ‘“The Farmer's Advocate and
Home Magagzine,’”” Descrintions of New Grains, Roots or
Vegetables not gemerally known, Particulars of Experi-
ments Tried, or Improved Methods of Oultivation, are
each and all welcome. OContributions sent us must mnot
be furnished other papers until after they have appeared
in our columms. Rejected matter will be returned on

receipt of postage.

13. ADDI{ESSES OF CORRESPONDENTS are considered as
confidential and will not be forwarded.

14. ALL. COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con-
nected with this paper should be addressed as below,
and not to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED),
LONDON, CANADA.

ness to do so. There is room for thought right
here. Have Ontario farmers been too conserva-
tive—too ready to ‘‘stand pat’’ and not willing
to put more money in equipment and improve-
ments, or have the rates of interest been so high
that the supreme ohject was to get rid of notes
and mortgages and keep free of them, even
though a little borrowed money could often be
used to good advantage? Add the one hundred
miliions which Ontario farmers now have on de-
posit in the banks to the billion and one-half
they have invested, and it would only be a be-
ginning towards the proper equipment of the
farms. Could a good deal more not be profit-
ably invested on our farms? We agree that
some farms are over-equipped and cannot be made
pay, but a far greater majority would be‘ the
better of added equipment. Would this not
mean more borrowed money ? After all is this
statement sufficient upon which to base our pros-

perity ? Mortgages are said to eat like cancers.
Ontario farmers seem to be successfully fighting
them. Study the figures, consider the statement

made in Chicago and ask yourself : Mr. Farmer
are you progressive, are you making the most of
your farm ?

People are continually heing warned that fruit
growing is being over done. In the introduction
of a new work on strawberry culture the en-
couraging axiom is laid down that ‘‘demand is
increased by a crop of well-grown, well-packed,
and properly sold fruit.”

If one has the money to spare, instead of
dabbling in stocks, about the real nature of
which we are unacquainted, why not invest it in
farm improvements, equipment or live stock, or
in the comfort and beautification of our homes ?
There is a certain and gratifying return from the

latter.

~

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

Medical Inspection of Schools.

Whether the speeches that some of our Health
Officers are making on the condition of the
schools and pupils are correctly reported or not
we cannot, say but we are disposed to hope that
the reports are pexaggerated or to think, that if
correctly reported, the opinions are baspd on ex-
ceptional experiences. Most of the arguments
lead to a plea for the multiplication of inspgect-
ing officers—dental inspectors, eye, ear, nose and
throat inspectors, lung inspectors, sanitary
inspe®ors and visiting nurses.

While it is impossible to exaggerate the im-
portance of conserving the public health and par-
ticularly the health of the youth yet before creat-
ing new staffs of inspectors or otherwise compli-
cating the machinery of inspection and increasing
the expense it is worth while to inquire whether
the teachers and the inspectors we already have
are competent, or can be made competent, to do
what inspecting is required. Cannot the teachers
who are constantly with the children detect short-
sightedness or 'astigmatism, mouth-breathing or
carious teeth? If they can it is certainly better
that the responsibility should be laid upon them
than that it be removed to occasional visitors
whose c¢alls will bg made at times when some of
the pupils are absent.

It has to be admitted that there is better
ground for believing that the teachers can be
made competent for these. duties than that they
are already. Young people looking forward to
becoming tpachers receive their academic training
in the high schools and so far as we know, On-
tario is the only Province or state that does not
teach human physiology and hygiene in its high
schools. If this defect were remedied then in the
normal schools the teachers-in-training could be
trained to test eyes and ears and examiug teeth
and throat. Illustrated bulletins, clearly describ-
ing symptoms in popular language and advising
as to procedure might without much cost be pre-
pared by the Provincial Board of Health and
issued in quantity to the schools, sufficient for
distribution from time to time to all the homes
in the school districts where children are being
brought up. This literature would start and
guide health inspection in the very best place and
where it most properly belongs—namely in the
home. Every step taken to place the responsibil-
ity for thp health of the children directly-on the
parents and teachers is a wise one. At any rate
we believe that it is the duty of the Education
Department to devise methods of making the max-
imum use of the regular teachers and school in-
gspectors in the matters under consideration. If
these officers prove quite incapable, then the
creation of staffs of special inspectors and nurses
may have to be considered, but first the teacher
should do his part and the inspector should exer-
cise his authority where necessary,

Nature’s Diary.
A. B. Klugh, M.A.

In the woods, and more particularly in open-
ings in coniferous woods, the Dwarf Cornel or
Bunch-berry is now blooming in great showy
patches. This little plant is attractive even
when it only occurs scattered through the woads,
but when it is seen in huge clumps it is a
striking feature of the early summer lan:dscape.

Dwarf Cornel.

The parts of this plant which .00k like pctals
are really large white bracts, which surround the
clusters of small greenish-white flowers. [.ater
in the season, the plant bears compa:t hunches of
coral-red berries, which are edible.
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“The Catbird sings ‘a crooked seng,
in minors that are flat,
And when he can’t control his voice
he mews just like a cat,
Then nods his head and whisks his tail
And lets it go at that”

So writes Oliver Davie of the Catbird.

formers, having a great gpany ‘‘turns.” 'These
include a wide range of mnotes from those which
it pours forth in its beautiful song to ‘‘clacks’
and catcalls. Another vaudeville characteristic
is its imitations of the songs of other species.
He also emphasizes his various notes with ges-
tures of the head and tail. Even when singing
his tuneful melody he will interject into it a
harsh ‘“‘mi-au-aw’’.

The ' Catbird is a very alert species and is
always on the watch for intruders upon his
domains, and protests against intrusion by most
emphatic ‘‘mi-au-aws.”” It chooses a nesting site
in a low tree, shrub or brier, where the nest is
usually built at about four feet from the ground.
The nest is not a particularly neat structure, but
is strongly made of sticks, coarse grass, weeds,
strips of bark, and is lined with soft rootlets.

Concerning its economic status, the Catbird is.
“on the fence’’ since it does both harm aad good.
The food of the adults consists very largely of
fruit, and when nesting in cultivated places, most-
ly of garden varipties. However there is a wsy
to prevent entirely its depredations upon culti-
vated fruits and at the same time to benefit I'om:
its work in eating insects. That is to plant
Elderberries or Russian Mulberries along the
fences, as the Catbird, and also the Robin, prefer
the fruits of these species to that of any culti-
vated varieties.

The greatest good dome by this species is in
feeding its young, since they are fed almost ex-
clusively on insects. In one instance where the
food of the young was investigated, sixty-two
per cent. was found to consist of cutworms, one-
of the most annoying of all garden pests.

The young Eels are now ascending the rivers.
The Eel is really a fresh-water fish whose real
home is in rivers and lakes, but which runs down-
to salt water at spawning time. In this it is
the exact opposite of many fishes like the Salmon
and Shad which live in salt water and run up
the rivers to spawn. The method of reproduction
of the Eel was for ages a puzzle. Among the
Greeks, who understood well enough the reproduc—
tion of most of the fishes, the Eel was supposed
to be spontaneously generated from the mu_d.
Pliny, a Roman writer on natural history, main-
tained that the young Eels sprang from the slime-
and fragments of skin which come off when tt}e
adult Eels rub against rocks. Some writers in
the middle ages claimed that the young Eels were
born alive, and in the seventeenth century, l.eu-
wenhoek mistook certain parasites in the E_el for
the young. Not until 1877 was the life history
of the Eel fully worked out, and found to be as-
follows. They spawn in the fall in salt water,
usually off the mouths of rivers, on mudbanks.
Here the pggs hatch and at the beginning of the-
second spring the young Eels find their W.&Y_to
the mouths of rivers, which they sscend in 1m-
mense numbers. In the fresh-water streams and’
lakes they remain until of adult size,tu\vhen they
return to the sea to spawn. During this seaward
migration they‘do not take any food, and when

they arrive in salt water they do not remalin near:
shore, but go out to deep water, where the deV_el-
opment of the ovaries and testes takes rlace Te-
markably rapidly. When they reach the sea the§e~
organs are but very little developed, but within
five weeks after reaching salt water the Eels are:
sexually mature. The spawning then takes place
and the old males and females die, never return-
ing to fresh water a second time. It was be-
cause they did not know of this very rapid devel-
opment of the productivie organs that the older
writers were at a loss as to the method of re-
production of the Eel. }

The Eel is remarkably prolific, the number of

eggs produced by a single fémale being about
10,700,000. Oh! for a hen built on the same
lines! !

In their feeding habits Iels are chiefly scaven-

gers, feeding upon all sorts of refuse but prefer-
ably on dead fish or other animal matter. They
are great destroyers of the spawn of other fishes,
and in this way are a serious menace in waters
where fish-culture is being carrizd on.

frequently eat all but the head and backbone of
fish caught in nets before the nets are hauled.
About ¢lection time the country’s future hangs
fremulously on the height of the tariff or the
old flag, but hetween times, as the chairman of
the Toronto Manufacturers’ Association the other
diy declared, the return of the country’s prosper:
ity depends upon how good the farmer’s Crops

are,
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