Four.fiths of Britiah Trade Was With Alles.
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In 1917 ‘over tour-tmhs of Greu Britaxns over=
meas tradle was with Allies and British possessions,
and diuring the war the imports from these coun-
tries largely ‘ncreased,  while “imports .from
neutral cotintries dwindled. Imports from Canada,
which increased from <£380,488,000 in 1913 to £84,-
331,000 in 1917, show the ‘largest increase reported
by any British possession,

In a Teview of the  direction of foreign trade in
1911,‘ the “Economist” says:

“Although a large proportion of the usual inter-
esting ' information is now omitted from the re-
turns of overseas trade published by the Board of
‘Trade, the particulars showing the source of our im-
ports and the destination of our exports and re-ex-
ports continue to appear. 'The figureg are still pub-
lished in the old form—that is to say, the various
countries concerned are merely grouped into foreign
countries and British possessions, In order to distin-
-guish clearly between our trade with Allied countries
dnd with neutrals, it is necessary to analyze and re-
group the figures by tables. :

“The first table shows the balance of trade with
Allies and possessions and with neutral countries
for 1913, and for the three complete years of the
war (in million pounds):

TRADE WITH ALLIES AND POSSESSIONS.

1913.  1915.  1916.  1917.
Imports .. ., .. .. 506.9  626.0 718.0  854.0
Exports .. .o «on 444.0 376.0 475.17 491.7

<«

Balance .. .. «. 62.9 250.0 242.3 362.
TRADE WITH NEUTRALS.

Im J}.orts .

w ew wwes 2018 226.9 230.6 211.2
Exports .V

Tes eeee 190.9 107.9 128.1 108.1

Balance .. .. .. 70.9 119.0 102.5 - 108.1

“Bhus, while there has been a regrettable increase
in the excess of imports over exports, it is satisfac-
tory to find -that practically the whole of this has
occurred with countries which are fighting by our
51de

“A detailed analysis of the import statistics show
that the value of imports from AHied countries and
possessions in 1918, 1916 and 1917 was as follows

" (000 omitted, pounds): ~

From— 1913, 1916. 1917,
France .. .. ¢ue00 .o oo 49,498 31,067 24,470
RUSSIA o0 .0 we o..... 40,271 18,252 17,937
Ay " &5 wsss ewn o se 881 11,243 10,297
Belgium .. .. .. .. .. 23,426 4,480 3,492
Portugal .. .. %o .. .. .3895 6,803 4,881
Greece .. .. .... .o .. 2,202 4,687 956

Total o. i vo as s o 12TA32 - 76,532 62,133
United States .. .. .. 143,854 295 829 380,431
Cuba: v sawn v we ssis - 3875 13,052 17,827
Brazil .. .. .+ «a ... 10,008 9,037 9,951
JAPAN oo sv ew wsis e 4,389 12,495 15,310
ChIN® 5o oy we wies ws- 5072 8,335 8,499

Total from Allies .. .. 294,021 415,280 494,151
Canada .. .. .. ei.. .. 30,488 58,529 84,331
Australia .. .. «. .. .. 38,065 36,178 64,4360
New Zealand .. .. .... 20,338 31,627 29,256
Tndie, we o ww sses  Gw 00,218 83,096 77,048
South Africa .. .. .. .. 12,495 12,323 12,077
EEYDt .. = eies oo oo 21,896 26,606 32,472
West Africa . o6 ov oo 5,174 11,965 14,849
Mauritius .. <. v s 00 e 293 2,715 1,956
Straits Smts. .. .. .. .. 15800 16,015 -6,059
Malay States .o oo oo o0 3,574 6,284 6,984
West Indies .. .. .. .. 2116 5,018 6,251

Other possessions ..-.. 6,955 12;317 14,160

Total from possessions 212,911 . 302,673 359,871

Total from Allies and

possessions .. .. .. 506,932 717,953 854,022

EXPORTS TO ALLIES.

“On~the export side a feature is the large increase
in our exports to European allies (000 omitted,
pounds): \

To— 1913, 1916. 1917,
France .. .. .. .. .... 32,396 98,272 118,034
Russia .. .. .. .. .. .. 18103 24,978 46,733
ALY oo vv vr oi v own o 14,640 20,161 27,676

%
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C e R el 87,267~ 152,084 199, oas-‘
United States i os o3 o 30478 33,246 33792

CODE: Vo 3 ou ov wowv. 2014 2089 2,012
Brazil oo wa ss %a ve o 12,485 6718 70T 7,186
[TRDAN is oo srtuaiee. vary 14788 7,548 5,572

Chinad ou wo ss se »s sa 14,845 10,707 10,621

Br. exportg to Allies .. 162,042 21i862 268,271

Canada, ,. ne me evis e 23,795 18,018

AuStralia .o ve vo s oo 34,470 35,947 22,119
New Zealand 4. <i.s «» 10,838 12,073 7,039
417 | PO Nl o S 7 1 55,534 - 62,058
South Africa ..>-s. eo «» 22,185 23,078 19,171
EgYPt 5050 s eh o5 esns - HBO5 11,225 14,778
West Africad .o s s .o | 6,601 7,092 7,378
Mauritions .. oo s oruo 536 914 542
Straits Smts. «. «» +s e 5,836 5,234 4,888
West Indies o «» o0 «» 2,339 2,129 2,060

Other POSS. o« ss 44 =0 os 14,949 14,9224 16,378

Br exports to posses-

SIONS «o vt se oh ... 205,112 186,176 172,621
Re-exportg to Allies , 63,023 62,666 53,361
Do., to possessions .., 13,774 14,534 " 7,493

Total to Allies_and -
possessions .., .... .. 443,951 475,788 . 491,746

‘m:.p'gmiu ornmsmrs.
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’i‘he followlng table, comipiled by the <Daily Trade

»Buuetin, shows supplies of hresdstuffs afloat for

L‘urope and in store: ln the United Kh\gdom, as esti-
mated America, Argenune and Austraua on the dates
naméd:—

March i, Feb, 1, March 1,
1918, bu. 1918, bu. 1917, bu.

16,210 * Afioat for Europe. x50,000,000 x45,000,000 50,000,000

In store in U.K. x30,000,000 x27,000,000 20,000,000
In store Argentine 5,660,000 4,440,000 5,560,000

In store Australia 100,000,000 105,000,000 35,000,000
In store U. S. 26,518,000 30,987,000 91,700,000
In store Canada  35923,000 43,455,000 85,843,000

.

Total .. ,. .. 248101000 255,882,000 288,093,000

x These stocks are based on comparisons with
shipments from distant countries and the approxi-
mate movex.nents and stocks in past years—probably
not very far out of the war.

Continental stocks discontinued for the present, as
reliable figures or estimates cannot be obtained.

The decrease, during February—as estimated—was
equal to 7,781,000 push. compared with a decrease of
15,126,000 bush. in January, and a decrease of 20,397,-
000 bus. at all points in February, 1917,

Buddmg Trade Developments

Bullding trade actlvnty as mdxca’led by the value
of building permits issued in thirty-five cities,
showed a decrease during F‘ébruary as compared
with the previoug month, the tota] value of permits
falling from $1,562,637 in January to $901,933 in
February, a decline of $660,704, or 42.2 per cent. Sas-
katchewan and Manitoba recorded increases, while
in Nova Scotia, also, there was an inconsiderable

gain. As compared with the corresponding month

of 1917, there was a decrease of 46.4 per cent, the

City, . Jan.,

Nova Scotiad se v v4 4y 00 vu erer o ws $ 71,280

HalifaX .. "co «v oo a0 oo 0rvr os o4 62,470
TSYANeY .. .u i ee e eh e s 8,810
New Brunswick: .. wes wesss mus sxsl © e sl o

Moncton iis sse wiis 5 weise y v e eseabinae

St. JohN te s+ o5 co se vs s ss er e erseses ..
QUEDEC (v e .55 eo-iin se_ws ws e ss e 167,482

MaiSOonneuve ., ... vus srs eer eas es wseeneans

Montreal o ..uess ewis wis se e 116,110

QUEDEC .ui 548 mus shm iisFE 8T Wi 30,572

Sherbrooke’ .. ¢y «s o5 ss «s os es 0 erereenee

Three RIVErs ces ers' weie ses wovens 19,300

NVEStIMOUDL 4.0 ooy wow wwmas waw e 1,500
ONLALIO worwc s s wvs wnw §v§ 5os §i5 we 611,120

Brantford oy s ssi 30  snw ina s 5,245

Fort Willlam ... evvvs sas svs avsne 80,000

GUBIDI: wiiin st oi s Ha s wre desem wy S
_Hamilton ..e os ovs wvnne avs eenan ois 50,000

KINGSLON vo ovie ave ses ovs eerss o 5,193

Kitchener g osiis aun oonins 45 o 3,600

Lon@ON " soons iws wen ide e Wes 8 et 17,150

OAWH. 355 owsis vomd dres Te emvm i 8.875

Peterboro’ d.ovesse sies arss cous esss 3,300

POrt ArthHul' w.ee oiws wosw s3iw o ias 16,895

Stratford .e' ve s» 50 se 0w we on s s 2,945

St,- Catharines. .. ss sess o5 a6 ss -0 3,035

St. ThOMAS +2 os oo o106 46 o0 eosr  srses
Toronto ois ees " ere® es0as one cesgen 409,965
WINABOL. sosi sen™ e cars snsen ow colb 4,915
Manitob®: suveess wwes 859 easis - ovmg o 41,100
Brandon '.es ses’ enn Cwien 66 seneies - meemmadis
WINnIPeR: sicss wed s6s s~ sem o we 41,100
Saskatchewan ..... s.g «vivisers ives 5,800
MOOBO., JAW 45, svrwnivunis’ Evmn ool Fisss “Hnssmvesis
ROFIDA oo s ndo oovimon Wons assoyss sy 700
SagRALOOI, cvvisinlonin, o's sip wais, o doiseiens 6,100
AIDEIEA iis sssnidis wwn e s msEnass e < BOTST00
CRABBPY vovogi hovivs oot aniiens sevaiens 505,200
ARADOHLON vo> eo ve s wa T e weTes 2,400
British Columbia .+ 4. s o3 o5 of o3 o5 153,155
New Westminster .. ., 5v 24 oy o0 oo 1,650
VANCOUVEL i sue® enns aiivi. o8 sivase 63,125
VICEOTIB cop os% ciwes wov o0s o anne 103,380

Total (37 cities) .4 44 oo +v o o0 o5 $1,662,637

‘ value for February, 1917, being $1,682,495. In this

comparison, compiled by the Department of Labor

_at Ottawa, increases were shown in Alberta, Sas-

katchewan and Manitoba.

Of the larger cities, Montreal and Toronto re-
ported decreases, both as comipared with January,
1918, and with February, 1917,

The following table gives comparisong between
February this year and February, 1917, also increases
or decreases during the past month:

February, 1918,
compared with

Feb, Feb., February, 1917,
1918, 1817, “+Inc. —Dec.
Amount, Per Cent,_
$ 71,584 $ 90,450 —3$ 18,866 — 20.86
68,075 88,535 — 20,460 — 2311
3,509 1,915 & 1,594 4+ 83.24
88475 — 88475 veina
2157 — 2175 A
OC 86,300 — 86300 - . ..
134,682 533,380 — 438,688 — 76.09
SR 500 — 500 Wt
77,045 402,565 — 325,520 — 80.86
25,147 145,725 — 120,578 — 82.74
. 4% 8 5w 9,940 —_ 9,040 Shincwvae
17,000 2700 <} 14,300 -+ 529.63
15,500 1,900 -+ 13,600 + 716,79
492,492 774,435 — 281,943 —  36.46
10,000 5,815 -1 4,185 +  71.97
S 150 — 150 @Fnen
2,800 3,200 — 400 — 12.50
65,890 42,610 4 232280 - 54.63
425 2,775 —_ 3,360 — 84.68
16,560 18,305 — 1,745 — 9.53
15,800 26,500 — 10,700 — 40.38
1,230 13425 — 12,185 — 90,84
; !".’f 530 1,125 —_ 595 — 52,89
C 575 11,305 — 10,780 —  94.91
7,675 13,508 — 5,833 —  41.70
550 2,000 — 1,450 — 72.50
347,282 573,517 — 236,225 — 39.44
23,175 60,200 — 37,025 — 61.40
54,900 36,350 + 18,550 + 51.03
250 24,000 — 23,760 — 98.96
54,650 N 1 3,350 + 42,200 -+ 342,51
28,225 17,255 + 11,070 4+ 69.3
18,600 2,600 + 16,000 + 615.38
3,650 13,005 — 9,356 -— 71.93
6,975 1,650 + 5,325 4+ §22.73
47,850 8,000 4- 38,850 + 498.13
32,200 4,500 + 27,700 + 615.58
15,650 3,500 4 12,180 + 347.14
71,190 104,200 — 033,010 = 31.68—
3,900 6,620 — 2,620 — 40.18
55,4156 96,780 -— 41,365 - 42.74

11,875 900 + 10,975 +1,219.44

$ 901,933 $1,682,495 —$780,562 — 46.39




