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Week’s Wholesale Review

Dun's Bulletin will say of Montreal trade: “The
hurly-burly of the general elections naturally exer-
cised some disturbing influence on business, but there
has been no appreciable falling off in remittances.
The volume of city retail trade is hardly up to ex-
pectations. There Is a very fair amount of shopping
in regular lines, but so-called Christmas goods do not
appear to move freely, and there is an evident
tendeney in some circles to restrict exchanging of
Christmas gifts, and devote any gpare money to pat-
riotic and charitable objects.

Wholesale trade is naturally quieting down, the at-
tention of many houses being directed to the figur-
ing up of the year's returns. Dry goods warehouses
still display a good deal of bustle, though stock-
taking is general. Advices from Kirkcaldy manufac-
turers of oileloths and linoleums give notice of a very
strong advance of from 33 to 40 per cent in prices,
owing to the Government largely absorbing stocks of
linsced oil.

There are as yet no evidences of increasing activity
among boot and shoe manufacturers, and there will
be a general closing down at the end ¢f the year
for a week or ten days. The movement in leather is
light, but firmnecas marks quotations, especially for
sole, from £2 to 54 cents being asked for No. 2 manu-
facturers, according to selection,

In staple groceries the movement is normal. Stock
of raisins, ete., are light, and some shipments of Cali-
fornia goods, made in October are still undelivered.
One local refining company announces a reduction
of 20 cents a cental in sugars, putting standard at
$8.80, while a second company quotes $8.90, but this
revision of prices is largely sentimental, the actual
distribution of supplies being still much circumscribed,
Cfanned goods arc scarce and high, as much as $2.65
being asked for 214-1b, tomatoes in a jobbing way,
and $2.50 for corn,

In other lines there is nothing specially new.

For the week ecight distinct €ailures are reporied,
with Mabilities of about $107,000.” ¢

Bradstreet's Montreal Weekly Trade Report says:
We have had some big snowstorms and extreme cold
weather, and with the Christmas holidays go close at
hand, our wholesale trade was almost entirely neg-
lected, and we do not look for any material change
in trade matters until things are more settled after
the first of the New Year,

Coarse salt was advanced fifteen cents per bag
of 140-1b. size. -

All manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers of food
products are to be licensed in Canada under the juris-
diction of the Food Controller, defining the status
of the different branches of the trade. This will no
doubt cause a number of big changes in the grocery
trade of Canada in lowering the cost of distribution.
and also reduce ‘the price to the consumer, by co-
operative delivery, etc.

The announcement that package goods may be
sold ag heretofore, settled problems that have been
annoying to manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers
of food products for some time past. It is prohibited
to ship bran and shorts out of Canada, until all the
requirements at home are fully met. This will be very
helpful to the campaign for the greater production of
food animals,

The retall trade are reported to be doing an enor-
mous business. Remittances are good, city collec-
tions are still somewhat slow.

COUNTRY .PRODUCE.

—_—

BUTTER.

The receipts of butter for the week ending De-
cember 22nd, 1917, were 2,228 packages, which show
an increase of 464 packages, ag compared with the
previous week, and a decreasc of 744 packages with
tue same week last year, and the total receipts
from May ist to date show a decrease of 146,535
packages, as compared with the corresponding per-
ind a year ago. Although a fair amount of trade is
belng done in oleomargarine, there is a good demand
for creamerv butter, and quite a brisk trade was
done during the week. And in spite of the fact
that the receipts for the week were larger, the tone
of the mmrket showed firmnesg throughout the weel,
and prices were higher. Omly 4 few hundfed pack-
ages were offered -at Gould's '

‘We quote wholesale prices as follows:
Finest Sept. and Oct. creamery .. .. 0.44  0.44%
Fine Sept. and Oct. creamery ., .. 0.43 0.431%
Current feceipts, creamery .... .. 0.41 0.42
Finest dairy v Cein vy e, e e 20488 © 0239
Lower Grades e% es ssee oo oe 0.86 0.37

CHEESE,

The receipts of cheese for the week ending De-
cember 22nd, 1917, were 4,419 boxes, which show
an increase of 1,134 boxes as compared with the
previous week ,and a decrease of 4,308 boxes with
the same week last year, while the total receipts
since May 1st to date show a decrease of 395,084
boxes, as..compared with the corresponding per-
iod in 1916. Business on spot was very quiet, with
only a few sales of a small jobbing character. A
few hundred boxes were received at Gould's, which
scld at 20c per 1b, f.0.b., country points. The move-
ment for export account has been steady, and it is
"xpecged that stocks on spot on the first of next
month will show a marked decrease.

Commission is paying the following prices:

NO. 1 cheesSe .. .. vv vuper vr v vs oe s e oo 213%c
No. 2 cheese .. vv vv v vt e 0 o un W e o 21Y%ec
No. 3 cheese .. ,. .. ¢ es oo o0 o0 20%c

EGGS.

The recelpts for the week ending December 22nd,
1£17, were 1,255 cases, as compared with 1,488 for
the previous week, and 2,845 for the same week last
year. The total receipts since May 1st to date weré
268,041 cases, as against 624,826 for the corres-
pcnding period in 1916. The tone of the market for
storage eggs developed a stronger tone, and prices
scored a further advance of 1c. per dozen, making a
net rise for the week of 2c. Receipts of fresh eggs
continue light.

We quote current prices as follows:

Stric®y new laid eggs .. 0.60 0.65
Fresh eggs .. % @ i e .. 0.54 0.55
Fall fresireggs .. .. .. .. 0.50 0.52
felected cold storage ...... . 0.46
No. 1 cold storage ...... . oD 0.42
No. 2 cold storage ... .......... 0.28 0.39

POULTRY,

The receipts of dressed poultry have been fairly
Iiberal, and of a decidedly better quality, but the
market shows no change. The trade has been brisk.
Sales of some lots extra choice turkoys»were made
as high as 35c. per 1b,, but the bulk of the busi-
ness was done at 33c. to 34c. A few fancy lots of
chickens brought as high as 28c. per 1b.

We quote prices as follows:

Turkeys, per 1b. 0.33 0.34
Chickens, per 1b, 0.22 0.27
Kowl, per 1b. . 0.19 0.23
Ducks, per 1b. 0.26 0.27
Geese, per 1b. 0.22  0.23
Live chickens, per 1b. 0.18 0.25
Live ducks, per 1b. E— 0.24 0.25
Live gcese, per 1b. 0.20 0.21

POTATOES.

The trade in potatoes has been quiet throughout
the week,e owing to the fact that buyers are well
stocked. Car lots of green mountaing were quoted
at $1.90 to $2 per bag of 90 Ibs. ex-track, and in a
wholesale jobbing way sales were made at $210
per bag of 80 lbs., ex-store.

BEANS.

Prices have ruled firm, and the demand for small
lots has been steady. A fair trade in »a wholesale
way was done. Ontario three-pound pickers-in car
lots have been offered at $8 to $8.25 in some cases,
and in others sellers are asking more money.

We quote prices as follows:

Can. 3-lb. pickers.. e ees .. 8,00 8.25
Yellow eye beans ... ... ... ... ... 7.00 7.25
Can. 5-lb. pickers. .., ... ... ... 7.50 7.75

' HONEY.

The tone of the market remaing firm, but trade
passing i8 very light, owing to the fact that Ruy-
ers have ample stocks on hand.

We guote prices as follows:

No. 1 while clover, in comb ..., .. 2lc. to 22

Neo. 2 white clover, in comb .. ... 19c. to 20c

No. 1 brown clover, in comb et ass on 00CsT T2 100

No. 2 brown clover, in comb .. .... 00or to 17c.
~ White pextracted, in 80-1b. pails ..., 17¢.. .to 1Sc.

LOCAL STOCKS OF GRAIN IN STORE.

The following table shows the stocks of grain and
flour in store in Montreal on.the dates mentioned:

Dec. 22, Dec. 15, ~Dec. 23,
1917. 1917. 1916.

Wheat, bushels .. |, .4,299,304 4,335,379 944,756
Corn, bushels .. .. .. 12,337 12,337 11,260
Peas, bushelg 6 CRERABE s e 1,483
Oats, bushels .. .. :. .. 544,905 377,242 5,308,205
Barley, bushels .. .. .. 73,062 164,966 124,651
Rye, bushels .. .. .. .. 20,968 20,968 2,086
Buckwheat, bushels .. 22,291 17,321 . 6,684
Flour, sacks .. .. .. 27,616 25,216 26,3564

RECEIPTS OF GRAIN AND FLOUR.

— -

The receipts of grain and flour in Montreal for
the week ending December 22nd, were:
Wheat, bushels

v see wen ses e..418,124
OatS wime wwp Gmm s45 mer mee mas® o ees +i.114,759
Barley, bushels ... ~5,205
Buckwheat ... ... ... ... ... ... evs eee 1,300
PEAS st wioer o wows o sus 55 535 555 S e 1,000
Flax, v wve vne wve ons wun sis s e ees 2,341
PIOUE] 88CKS! s sus e 555 s 5oe serers ... 10,275
MEAL wvv v wwws 455 w55 S50 ven men men ses 3927
Hay, bales ... Gi san wwe ses ewe isi ' 20.528
Straw, bales ... ... .... ... ..... 164

RECEIPTS OF GRAIN IN WINNIPEG.

The receipts of grain in Winnipeg for -the week
ending December 20th, and the week previous were:
Dec. 13. Dec. 20. last y'r.

W’k end. W’k end. S'e date

No. 1 Hard .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 4
No. 1 Northern .. .. .. .. ..1,158 1308  _...
No. 2 Northern .. .. .. .. .. 545 544 .
No. 3 Northern .. v .e .. 330 359 »
No. 4 Wheat .. .. .. .. .. .. 136 151 ——
No. 5 Wheat ., .. .. .. .. o 79 101
No. 6 Wheat .. .. .. .. .. .. 63 74 T
Feed Wheat o e vy 12 16 onieiv
Rejlcted .. .. .., .. ., . 55 64 e
No. Grade .. .. .. .. .... .. .. 102 90
Winter .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 3 :
Special R . .
BOALS . n o0 55 o8 58 vo mr 12,486 2,619 3,173
OatS wiw w5 53 w% wis ws se as 865 662 1,049
Barley .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 164 188 167
FIAX o6 vi vn we own v oh we.ee 117 130 129

LOCAL FLOUR.

Business was active in spring wheat grades; both
for domestic consumption and export trade and mill-
ers gencrally wete very busy. The tone of the market
is very firm. The market for winter wheat flour
showed no change and prices were firmly maintained,

MILLFEED.

The demand for millfeed continues active for all
lines, and as millers are oversold they are obliged to
reduce the quantities in mixed car lots in order to
try to meet-the demands of the trade,

ROLLED OATS.

The market for rolled oats is Very strong and high-
er prices are prophesied for the near future. ‘As the
demand continues strong, both for export and home
consumption, the output of the mills is kept closely
sold up. .

We quote current prices as follows:

Flour:

per barrel,

First patents i 11.60

Second patents ... .,, , 5 11.10

Strong clears 288 He o mowe wes  wiEs 10.9¢
Cereals: ;

Rolled oats, 90 lo. bag ..\.. .. .. .. .. 5.50
Feed: per ton,
Bran S 35.00
Shorts.:....... 40.00
Middlings.. ... ... ... ... ... ... 48.00 50200

Msouilie, pure grain grades ..
Moullie, mixed ..,

e ea. 60,09 62.00
Tt wae e wy . B6L00 57,00
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Fluctu:
were:—
Oats:
No. 2 C.V
Do., Nc
Do., Ex
Do., Na
Barley:
No.-3 C. \
No. 4 C. Y
Rejected .
Flax:
No. 1 N.V
No..2 C.™
No. 3 C\§




