The forty creameriex and factories in Prince 13d-

ward Island last  year manufactured  butter  and
cheese to the value of $331,000, according to statistices
muade public at the annual meeting of the Provincial
Dairymen’s Association held recently. This figure
i the highest reached in the history of co-operative
dairying. The value of butter was $180,000, an in-

crease of $20000; the value of chcese $351.000, com-

pured with $265,000 in 1915, There was o falling off
i millk manufactured Jinto cheese  of  one  million

pounds and an increase inonilk for hutoer of 600,000

pounds, making o net increase inomilic of 100,000 1hs,
The unnusually high prices for bhutter and chees the
former reaching 4%5c and the latter 220700 offset the

~hortage in the outpul,
At the annuul meeting the shortage in the milk
upply was discussed, Towas said (o be due to the

shortage of lubor, owing Lo so many farmers cnlis

ing andd also to the abnormally high prices of vaw
materials, such as polatoes and oats, which led o
rumber of favmers to follow the line of least resist-

ence and cive attention to dairying:

BUY YOUR COAL EARLY.

e of

T.ocal coal dealers heartily endorse the advic
the Conservation Commission  urging people to lay
i thelr winter's supply of coul during the summer
monthe,  Discussing the coal sitoution bere in the
city and parviicnlarly in the North Zod where the
trouble was most acnte, a prominent coal dealer gave
some interesting intformation:

“Phere wax never o coal shortage here” he said,

there was o coul ccurcily in the North Iind

althoug
of the citv. We had down at the docks coal enough
Lo supply all our customers and many others as well,
the only difficulty being delivery., Carting facilitiex
were at a premiun, o man wanting as high ag $6.00
voer day for the services of himself and his horse.
'eople who could mrrange for the delivery of their
purchases never suffered any inconvenience.  Natur-
ally some of the smaller dealers took advantage of
the scare and refosed to sell more than five or six
handred pounds of coal al a time with a correspond-

e erease  in price forosweot gandities It ol

and summer is (he hest

hins in the summer months ensores securing coal at

comes down to preparedness

erfect. Fiing the

Irne too put the doctrine i

{owest prices, tnoa betier prepared state and, perhaps
most importanl of wll,  with  satisfactory  delivery
carosnements. T may be said that few peop: ean
aftord o tie up the money vepresented by the coal
supply for five months, but it would be a profitable
investnient to borrow money Lo purchase coal during
the summer, The subsegquent saving in actual woney
outaide the bother and possibility of shortaze would
more than repay the outlay.”

1 may be interes'ing to note that the antheaveitie
conl producers of the U, S0 were notified last week
by the Pedera] Trade Commaission that any failure to
crant the nsual priug  price vedncetions cannot he

stified b the cluims of incressed cost of produc-

]

Shiadeing from the tonnage produced In January

[N A iy« the notice of the commission, “there is
Voo reason Lo believe that cosls thus far in 1917 will
vodterially change the averagze shown by the figures
Compiled from September to December, 18160 There-

fore, it is the opinion of the commission that farther

inerease in cireular prices this spring, by failure to
ranut e costomary discounts, canaot he  justified
o the basis of inereased cost.”

TEA EMBARGO REMAINS.

Canada's chiet source of supply for tea has heen
cut oft as that coinmodity is one of those which can
only bhe exported from Great Britain under license,
Nevotintions of dealers here through the Department
of Trade and Commerce withe the view of securing
supplies from the United Kingdom hoeve practically
tailed and we will be forced to look elsewhere,
Canada has been importing about three-gquarters of
her ten from Creat Britain, and it is inconvenient

now to have to look for a new market., In 1916, 15,

500,000 pounds. valued at $3,270,000, were hrought
into Chamada from England., In the same year tea was
2,000, from

(‘hina to the value of §300,000, from Tlong Kong to

imported from Japan to the value of 87

the amount of $140,000, from Ceylon to the vualue of
$20.000 and from the United States to the amount
of $42,000. A relatively  small quantity came from
Gireat Britain, which has been the center of the tea
blending and exporting business, than from the coun-

tries where the tea is grown
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ONTARIO BULK SALES ACT.

Ontario apparently is going to fall in line with the
other provinces of the Dominion (with the exception
of a small portion of the Maritime provinces) for, o
all intents the legislature will pass a Bulk Sales Act
at present before the IHouse. The bill makes it com-
pulsory on any one who is bargaining for or purchas-
ing any stock in bulk, whether for cash or on credit,
hefore paying the vendor any part of the purchase
price (zave $50 to bind the ugreement) to receive
from him a sworn statement containing the names
and addresses u( all creditors, together with the
amounts owing in each case. The hill compels the
vendor on his part, to furnish llyji.\ complete list.

I'ormerly this list of f,~r(-«li’x>1 s was to in(~l}nl(: only
those to whom $50 or more was owing: now all are
included,

In case no <nch statement is made, and any money
is paid over, the sale shall be deemed fraudulent and
shall be voild, unless all the creditorg are paid in full
out of the proceeds,

UUnless the creditors give a writlen waiver, the pur-
chuse money must he delivered to o trustee to be
distributed among the creditors pro  rata. The

trustee’'s fee shall not exceed 3 per cent. and this

must be paid out of the proceeds.

The present bill—an improvement over former ones
which have heen repeutedly veled down-—has been
approved by the Tietail Merchants’ Association, Cre-
Ait Men's Association and the Canadian Manufac-
furers’ Association. I'rom présent indications the Bill
will hecome luw in the very near future,

’

QUEBEC TAX ON FURS.

Ly order of the lixecntive Council the following
fees are (o be paid on <kins of fur-bearing animals
talken or Killed within tive limits of the province, ex-
cept in the case of the resident hunter, who actually
hunts and - sells his furs to a person domiciled in the

provinee:

On eacly ottiet SR 5 sus ool s oms s $ 1.00
On cach beaver sk o sew s Wi .00
On each bear skin ... ... ., ... ...... T8
On each lynx skin ..... ... ... ..., 50
On each marvten skin ...... ... ...... 1.00
On each pekan skin ... ..., o v s 1.00
On jeach eareajon skIN . cuwy sseo wavss ot
On euch wolk skin ... ooy ovnn

On each skunk skin ,.... T T

On each mink sKkin ... ... ... ...... w2d
On each black or silver fox skin,..... 13.00
On each crossed fox skin ... o0 oo, 2.00
On. eaeh blue Tox 8K, wox cmwnue s v -3.00
On euch white fox SEI www s e osnse 100
O cadh gyew TN I sis ssm oveaae 5 0
O Gaieh pAeCtnn SKI coa,m s & e daies L0
On cacli badger skin ..o vevoon vy » 5
On cach musk rat skin ., .. ... ..., L0
On el wensel BRI e s a0 mom aes

G eaich eurabon SRy sv e cegee b e

Ot eachy red et SR s e wnsesemes s

O erell mMoost 8skiNuwes s was semee 5 50

On ¢ocn other fur-pelt or skin not mentioned above,
a royvalty vepresenting one-twentieth of irs commnmer-

ciul value will be collected,

ENGLAND'S FOOD PRICES.

Aceording to a veport issued hy Commissioner tlar-
rison Watson of TLondon, Iing.. and received by the
Trade and Commerce Department, food prices have
advanced 87 per cent in Fogland, since the war
began. Of this increase, 6 per cent. is due to addi-
tional taxation of tea and suger only.

In the past year alone, beef has advanced from 385
to 64; mutton, from 28 to £9; bhaeon, from 31 to 56
cents; fish, from 97 to 131: flour, from 49 to 8S§:
bread, from 42 to 73: tea, from 48 to 51; sugar, from
03 to 170; milk, from 29 to 57; butter, from 34 to 73;

cheese, from 32 to 75: and eggs, from 105 to 175.

GRAIN RUST PROBE.

W. P, traser, M.A., professor of biology at Muac-
Donald College has bLeen appointed by the Minister
of Agriculture to conduct special investigation in
grain rust at the recently erected field laboratorvies
at Brandon and [ndian Head.

The average annual loss from the cause throughout
the world is one hundred million dollars but in years
of epidemic it goes as high as 280 millions, In Can.
ada and the United States alone. This  country's
share is computed at 100 miltions
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THE WORLD'S SUGAR BOWL.

Among the dramuatic business effects of world war,
4 prominent place on the list must be given to sugar.
"The American Sugar Refining Co’s annual report re-
flects this not only handsome earnings, but in its
observations upon radically new _faciors affecting
world trade conditions.  And of these not least is the
dezree (o which Yankee refineries have been drafted
into service to supply dislocated foreign murkets,

I'es. Babst notes that about a third of the world's
normal  supply before the war came from within
present battle lines. A map of Iduropean heect fuc-
tories reveals the vast majority of plants thus cir-
cumscribed in the central empires, Belgium and
northern I'rance, with most of the remainder almost
equally locked up within Itussia. The allies have had
to turn to new sources of supply, and to set up power-
ful governmentul agencies of purchase and transport-

N

ation to make sure of getting that supply. .

Ingland, alone, for example, has had to import
three billion pounds in each of the past two years,
against nearly four billions in peace times; and, with
[Curopean heet reliance cut off from her and her
allies, has had to eke the most from her colonies, but
particularly to look to Cuba for raw and to the Unit-
ed States for refined sugar. From Cuba last year the
ollies took the great lLulk of l.Gf}T 000,000 pounds of
raws sent to IBurope, and likewize the great pre.
ponderance of the 1,576,000,00 pounds of refined ex-
|>-;r(s-d by us last year:™

The consequence is that we have suddenly risen
from a trifling to a very substantial role as purveyor
of the finished product. The follpwing export figures
embody a trade transformation rivaling that in many

staples of direct military use:

Pounds Valne Ter 1h.
916 oy v wv v .. 1,576,602,297 $90.675,773 5.75¢

963,574,977 42,762,432 4.44
590,400,054 18,233,455 4.67
19SS oo oo o0 wn e 51,7972, 1,873,823 3.62
Av. 1804 3,440 2,184 500 4.0iv

Our refiners have had a double «lul);, in supplying
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this demand-—with its consequent profit and stability
inaited to domestic prices, — an'd at the same time
caicguarding our home supply in world cerapetition
among refiners, especlally in view of reduced size of
the world crop. We have had to import semewhat
more largely, and, to an incideiatal degree, our im.
ports have also reflected the cessition of foreign
beet supplies, as the following figures make evident:

Cane Seet
Pounds Value Tounds Value
19016
5.529,643,619 $227,318.73R L) $79
1915— ~
5,283,715 179,051,637 727.584 24,343
1914—
5,414,627,900 127.019,294 1.496,250 45 808
1913—

4.721,851,905
1905-12

3.841,100,000 93,625,000 126,400,000 2,848,000
Two factors in the domestic trade stand out from

96,126,601 35,928,676 760,578

this new situation. One is the ease with which the
large marginal refining capacity in this country hus
met the sudden great call upon its resources. The
other, linked with this, is the demonstration of the
effectiveness of large business units in the industrv
in not only meeting this production test but nlsin
keeping prices lower here than governmentally fixed
abroad.

A zanufacturing profit of only 4': per cent. on
gross sales coes far {o explain this trade triumph,

i
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