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abandoned for an instant this support, let us quick-
ly return to it for restoration and for the recovery
of our lost communion.

Samson was on slippery ground. His eyes were
enamoured, and he desired to take this woman for
his wife ; for alliance with the world follows the
lust of the eyes. Then he made a feast (ver. 10),
and seated himself at it, guarding no doubt the
external marks of his nazariteship, for we are not
told that he drank wine witt the Philistines ; yet
this repast had a sorrowful .ermination for him.

Before going any further let us take into consid-
eration what preceded the feast in Samson’s hist-
ory. We have already said that Satan not only
presents himself as a serpent, but also as a roaring
lion. [t was in this character that the Lord Jesus
met him in Gethsemane and at the cross. Noth-
.ing is more terrifying than the roar of the lion.
Satan sought to frighten the holy soul of Christ in
order to make Him abandon the divine path which
led down to the sacrifice. In the power of the
Holy Spirit and in perfect dependence on His
Father, the Lord withstood him in the garden of
the Mount of Olives. At the cross, where he
opened his mouth against Christ * as a ravening
and a roaring lion” (Ps. xxii. 13), the Lord in
*“ the weakness of God” (see 1 Cor. i. 23), over-
came ‘‘ the strong man,” and, through death, nul-
lified his power (Heb. ii. 14). In just the same form
does Satan present himself to the children of God.
‘*“ Your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walk-
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