
79
wretchedness, and Christ his righteousness, there 
was the perfect learning of his own nothingness. 
This is the grand work which remains for us. We 
are in Christ as our righteousness ; but if 1 have 
only a light thought, this is not communion with 
God, though grace comes in, and there is inter­
cession. The man in Christ has got his standing 
with God ; and when he has that, his business is 
to manifest Christ before the world. There he 
xvants power, and the pc wer comes, not merely 
from having been in the third heaven, not merely 
from being made the righteousness of God in 
Christ. He wants present power. To be sincere 
is not enough.

You will meet with temptation ; you will have 
your business, your trials of one kind and another, 
and you want the power that gives Christ a preci­
ousness to you, that makes everything you meet 
with to be as nothing to you, ft is Christ Him­
self that becomes your power—the power of Christ 
resting upon you. Now, I ask you, whether you 
can say, “ When we were in the flesh ? ” It is an 
important thing, and the apostle, speaking of it, 
says, “ When we were in the flesh.” Have you 
learnt that the ground upon which you stand before 
God is not the ground upon which the first Adam 
stood, but that God has put you upon a new 
ground in the second Adam, the Lord Jesus 

» Christ ? If so, I say, you are a man in Christ, 
and therefore you must walk as phrist walked. 
But if not, you have got a lesson to learn, to have


