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ONTARIO FIRE INSURANCE COMMISSION 
AND FIRE PREVENTION.

Canada or any state in the Union. That was an 
m, E- d u * „ , . abnormal year, he admitted, but in 1917 the rate
Mi. E. P. Heaton, Ontario fire marshal, was was about $4 per capita. In the cast S'i nei e mit.

^i^xpsr,,ifMjsns S's rarAs jwss
week. He gave evidence that the total fire loss bankruptcy. " mean
in 1917 was $10,365,539, and the number of fires 
9,601.

oneIE
J. Grove Smith, fire prevention expert of the

Certain recommendations have been made by conditions exisUng'taCanada* and^mLTby sum* 
Mr Heaton to the Attorney-General. These, he marizing the various conclusions reached bv the

“tits1 SSSTÆ sa

spectors could visit the schoots and give addresses, insurance policies to property owners and 
illustrated with moving pictures, so as to impress should assure that only reputable and 
upon the minds of the children the serious losses individuals are authorized to conduct 
from carelessness Mr. Heaton suggested also ness. An agent should ? „ ™inT
that a province-wide clean-up day be held each tion and give satisfactow evidence t , 
spring, probably April 19, the anniversary of the his moral character Iwfore Iwinir iriven ^ 
gi"eat Chicago fire. That day has been set aside license. Provincial control of thog <■;,«Vtn ,u 
for^that purpose all over the continent witness situation should, as far as [Lslble be con-

With the development of public opinion as the StsXX8MeSritLsmihLmrhtr*tqU^- 
result of these measures Mr. Heaton would have minister ?he faw7through !departments 
legislation enacted amending the Fire Marshals’ own” un uugn departments

j.aSi-siL3rJi'Ari"
ss/sy srarsaet jsst^ s&’SSwmFAnother amendment to the existing laws would leading up to and suiroundinJ’firca conditions 
be one compelling the municipal councils to make fire protection should lie under eitiioi 
an annual allowance from the taxes for the main- or Dominion control d thel 1 rovincial
tenance of a fire department with minimum equip­
ment and a proper water supply. He would
well only allow the use of safety matches. THE SMILE.

For the first three months of 1918 the fire loss Nothing on earth can smile hut u men 
was $8,194,800, the number of fires 2,589, the may reflect light but what is « diamond lal 
insurance loss was $2,624,318. and the loss not compared to an eye-flash and a mirth flash? 
covered by insurance was $559,992. Mr. Heaton Flowers cannot smile; this is a cham that even 
cited the losses during the same pe -iod last, year, they cannot claim. It is the prerogative of man •

a ». system tiXttrs^SBTr-ffvsa:However he said in 1916, on that basis. Ontario night, and a smile is the twiMght that hovera 
occupied the unfortunate position of having a gently between both—more Switching than 
higher rate of loss than any other province in either.—Henry Ward Beecher. k
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