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enid* tUU of ear laigtiaga eould ttacfsr him. No dlflovlty

iB th« moohMileal part of Dm art eonld balk hli lagaiiattj.

But whoro ha ahrtj^ brlghtoat waa in hia famlliaritjr with

languagaa. Aa I antd before, Caxton waa a tranalator; bat

alaa! Caxton waa a novioe beaide Bli aa a linguiat.

"Aa time went '^'^ t atrange aeriea of miafortnnoi fell

on poor, weary, )j.'i,zt«ia Caxton. The most anaccountable

arrora, addition*, r'l nbtractlona crept into hia publiM-

tlona, to hia gre a >> n of "epatation. No matter how often

he read hia pre. urd reviaed them, yet the aeeuraed

blemlahea would api! % even n the body of the moat
eacred works. N'c h^ vaa t> > ni->aning of the text often

Titiated, bnt profr .1. v nud au /m^ ..entencea made Caxton'a

hair Btand on (-u vu'.i ,iov or. Hia idol, the father of

Engliah poetry, 0( itire} <:j. aeer. began to look on Caxton
with auaplclon. K'l frl<m? he Archdeacon of Coleheater,

waa shocked on receiving h tr^atiae on the 'Divera Duteys
of a Christian Layeman and His Parte in the Churche of

Englande, as founded by Sainte Augustine, etc., etc' I^iis

treatise was written by and edited under the eye of the

Reverend Abbot of Westminster—Cazton's neighbor and
landlord. The type had been tampered with so much that

it waa aimply erotic, it was ingeniously decadent, in faet

shady, and Caxton was in despair. Certainly he must yet

endure the stake and the lire.

"Caxton having received hia customary fee of a fat

buck from the Earl of Arundel, one autumn eve made a

supper for hia learned and noble friends. The Duke of

Oloster had presented him with a willow-hooped firkin of

Cyprian wine, which the Dey of Algiers had sent the Duke
by hia ambassador, the Bey of Biscay. A maund of oysters

in the shell from Dover, a wild boar's ham from Wurtem-
burg. a cheese from Limburg, and a few other savory

knick-knacks made up a neat little supper, which Caxton
served in his refectory. Eli broiled the venison cutlets to a
nicety, and Jan Bullock, the pressman, opened the oysters,

etc. When the guests were seated the two serving men
retired, as Old Man Caxton desired privacy. After ths

lunch was disposed of and Caxton had tapped the keg, he
laid bare hia troublea to hia friends, and beaought their aid


