
^ DRINK AND CRIME IN CANADA.

Probably the moat systematic and thorough inquiry into the
relationship of drink to crime ever made was that by Hon.' Carroll D.
Wright, Chief of the Bureau of Statistics of Labor for the State of
Massachusette, who made, between Ist September, 1879, and Ist
September, 1880, a thorough investigation of the personal history of
all offenders sentenced in the county of Suffolk, including the City of
boston, for the years named, as well as the offences for which the
sentences were imposed.
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'T^''^ ?^ * """"^^"^ investigation of 16,877 cases, he states
that after deducting the cases of drunkenness and violation of the
liquor laws he found forty-five per cent of the remaining crimes to
oe tairly attributable to intemperance, making a total of eighty-four
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The report of the Ontario Prison Reform Commission, in 1891,

Drunkenness does more than any other cause to fill the eaols and it
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^o'"'"'tted to the sraols of the province during the year

a^in in'orZiJ'lV'
''^''^ '^'^'^^^^^ ^'^'^ h'-^vin^ he?n drunk and ^orderly'

froublet P^f^J'''»y„«''^-^'*^^'ve use of strong drink was the chief cause oftrouble ui the case of 534 persons who were committed on the charee ofcomnion assau t Of the ...587 cases disposed of in the police courtff theMty ot roronto 5,441 were cases of drunkenness and disorderlv conduct

SXfnk; ^'""''•""'ir* *• : * 1^>H- number of convictions?nch;?^es
Ti • J^ f^u""*'f .'" '•'*' province during the year was 7.0SQ. very nearly one

of [h/vi^'
whole; and of the 675 prisoners i,/the comn/on^|aorat the clSeOf the year a very large proportion were habitual drunkardsf

CHILDREN MADE CRIMINALS.

Intemperance indirectly causes a vast amount of crime by
creating such conditions of heredity and environment as to make it
impossible for a great many childreti to become anything else than
paupers and criminals. They are born of intemperate parents, theygrow up surrounded by sin, degradation and all kinds of inducement
to vice. It IS impossible to estimate how much of our crime finds its
ongin in this way.

WHAT CANADIAN JUDGES 8AY.

It would be easy to furnish a great array of evidence regarding
this relationship of drink to crime. The Royal Commission on the
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In your opinion, what proportion of the criminal cases which have come
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