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of men always, atvl ai lie same time oiK'nin;^ up an easy and insidious

road to favoritism an-l ])rivik'.m.\ an evil that siems to liold the

Province in its ,un]>. and yet one that cannot be combated wlii'n tlu'

only method of meeting it is the almost useless one of personal apjjcal

to the courts for review, since the averagi' man would jirefer to endure

a wrong rather than a])peal. In all these towns and villages tin re is

not one in which the general eipiity of the assessment could not be

greatly ini])roved by the proposed grant of powir to tlie coimcil to

adjust relative rates.

In very small townships, having a pojnilation i.I from l()(t to .")()(),

the following very interesting condition ])revails:

inDSON SIUCUHiiCKM; DII.KK II.^IiLI•.^ IdCEI.V.N'

Land V.ikic .Sf,:',,,st)() .•?_'.), Ts:; S4S,."),si .-^iMi,r,r.7 ai'.t.oT:?

Improvement Value S, l.")() ;?2,T()(» _M,()1.") S,."!.-) S,.-)4.")

Business assessment . :i(M) 1«.):5() JH:i() .)(»(! odO
Income tax •• n "

Rates .0:W .^'.W .011 .(HI'.I AH)7

Population IS.S J2f. L'OJ ii'JC K)i'.

We see here that a townshij) of ISS peopk' has almost tliree times

the value in land and one-third the value in buihlings a.-; an'«thcr of

2'2<\ })eo])le; a manifest absurdit\', wliile in another case a townshij)

oi 2tl2 jn'ople has only one-half the land value of another witli 2 K)

people, while it has almost three times the value in improvements and

six times the vtilue in business, a condition which could only arise

out of the misj)l;iced judgment of two men without ;uiy w;iy to

review their work on the part of the peo])k. Xo effort luis lieen

made at equity, but the tipjiraisement of vtdues has simiil}- becii

accepted and a suitable rtite fixed to raise the necesstiry money, ti

condition under which people soon begin to groan. ;ind re alize that

taxation instead of being a gkid ])rivilege for \alue received, h;is

become a burden indeed.

In larger townshi])s liaving from .")()() to 1,000 pijpulation, the

same chaotic state of affairs exists.

ILintnor Th<'S,s;iloii Carlow S.Klmsliy .\lnwick .VriuDiir H:irvi'.v X. Cro>l>.v

I^nd Valuo $40.54.1 i58:5.(mi) ?.19,400 S;jl!9,.S71 S1.'48.J."> Slti.l.O.VI .<18.'.t>ni S-'O-', 1 ,•?!'

luiprov.'. Valu.-.. ID.tiOo Iti.Ml) 32,811) 117.890 194,0,SII til„V14 -'5,490 7.'i,840

I*usinc.s.s as-s'in't 7.9.->L' 850 600 2, 705 5,881 :i,9tll 39ti 8.50

Income tax O O 100 300 O O
Rates 02'4 .013 .010 .009 .011 .01)4 .003 .016
Population 500 642 656 730 872 942 S»32 9,56

When one looks at this exhibit, wonder and amazement takes

the place of credulity, that such things can exist where there has been

no collusion to bring it about. Just note: the second has more than

double the land value of the first and only one-ninth the business and

142 more people. The thinl has less than one-half the laml value of
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