
6 J TILLVLOSS SCAyDAL.

also against me the vexing practice of the
farmer of Lookaboutyou, wlio never passes
Tillyloss, if there is a friend of mine within
earshot, without saying :

"Gravestane or no gravestane, Tammas
Haggart would have been a humorist."

Lookaboutyou thus implies that he knew
Haggart for a man of parts when the rest of
us were blind, and it is tantalizing beyond
ordinary to see his word accepted in this mat-
ter by people who would not pay him for a drill

of potatoes without first stepping it to make
sure of the length.

I have it from Tammas Haggart that until

the extraordinary incident occurred which I
propose telling as he dropped it into my moutli,
he was such a man as myself. True, he was
occasionally persuaded by persons of Look-
aboutyou's stamp to gloss over this admission,
as incredible on the face of it, but that was in
his last years, when he had become something
of a show, and was in a puzzle about himself.
Of the several reasons he gave me in proof of a
non-humorous period in his life the following
seem worthy of especial attention :—

First, that foi- some years after his marriao-e
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