
VANCOUVER-FORT GEORGE
WUh respect to the bill which L U m-. plen«,int duty now to

•ubmlt for iU oconU reading, it In In efftvt an BBrcment entered
ito between Hla Majvaty the KIhr at represented In and by th?

Provlnoe of Hrltl»h Columbia, and M(!»»r«. Foley, Welch A Stewart.
a prominent firm of contractora, with an unchallengpiiblt "Undlng
iiH li.*rltlmai., railway bulldera, a atirLllnK that ounnot be called Into
question. Those gentlemen have been er'nated by the Oo ;em-
ment of the Dominion with a major portl' i» oi the construction of
the Orxnd Trunk I'lulflc line, and they h^vo itlno rarrled to a suc-
cessful con<luslon contracts for th.' completion of lur^-n mileages for

both the Canadian Piiclflc and the ''anadlan Northern •systems. We
are, therefore, not dealing with any strange combination, but, on the
other hand, with gentlemen of proven ability to i-irry out such
works as thoy may undertake and such as is Involveil In the build-

ing of the Vancouver, Howe Sound & Fort George railway line. In
connection with the urg<-nt necessity for a railway oonnectlnw Van-
couver with Fort Oeorgo much has be.'n sail In the public press dur-
ing recent wei ks, and there has bei n marked activity among the
various boards of trade, chambers of commerce an.l similar organ-
izations which have energetically takin up thia project. But when
I take the House Into n-y confidence and tell the House that the
consideration of the best means to adopt to secure the oul •••;* of
this line has been the work of the Oovernment during monms and
months past, it niii:it not l.e t;iUeri :is the slItrhteHt n Me. tion upon the
activity of these various nrpanlzatlons, but, rather, th',. Oovernment
recognizes these organization'^ as fittingly representative of the busl-
nes.s Interests of the country and of the o,..lml«tlc fe-Ung which is

enjoyed throughout the length and breadth of British Columbia.

NEARLY 5,000 MILES OF RAILWAY
In the first place, I should Mke to direct the attention of the

House to the very striking evidence of the part played by latf rail-

way construction in the development of the Province. In 19C4 there
were, in British Columbia, but 1,6.'>0 .ilea of standard roadj. In
1912 the mileage, constructed or assured, and largely through the
cleveloimieii of the railway policy of this Government, is not less

than 2,4.3.'! n lies— built or under contrac'. (Applause.) If we add to
this the 845 miles in addition which are pro%ided for by the policy
of the Goverr.ment embraced and expressed in these bills, we have
the result of constructed and assured i'ways In B 'tlsh Columbia
of about five thousand miles of standard road, as against but 1,650 a
few years ago. Included !n this approximate to* 1 I count this Van-
couver and Fort George line with an estimated ength of 450 miles.


