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of the cruellest wrongs that can be committed against a 
people*. The partition of Ireland is in essence not different 
from the former partition of Poland, nor are the evils that 
flow from it less in kind than those Abraham Lincoln fore­
saw from the projected partition of the United States, when 
he determined to prevent it even at the cost of fighting one 
of the bitterest civil wars in history.

The people of Ireland have no feeling of hostility 
towards and no desire to be brought in any way into conflict 
with the United States. For reasons which I referred to a 
few weeks ago, the contrary is the truth, but it is our duty 
to make it clearly understood that, no matter what troops 
occupy the six counties, the Irish people’s claim for the 
union of the whole of the national territory and for supreme 
jurisdiction over it will remain unabated.

Four years ago, the British Government and Parliament 
recognised fully the sovereignty of the Irish nation over that 
part of the national territory included in the twenty-six 
counties, and the bond has been honourably kept in that regard 
But the maintenance of the partition of Ireland is as in­
defensible as aggressions against small nations elsewhere 
which it is the avowed purpose of Great Britain and the 
United States in this war to bring to an end.

27 January. 1942

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950, 
MG 26 J 4, Volume 283, pages C194341-C195165
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