
estice at the village, I am opinion, that thesefudians would

be greatly benefited by such an Appointment.

Adverting to the objects of the Chief's visit to

England, as explained in Sir Augustus DEstes Letter to the

fecretary of state, and particularly to the reprisentation of these

Indians, that they have been deprived of a portion of

their Beservation, I have to report that the Memo=

Chiefs presented a Petition to the late Earl of Durhain

dated 21st May 1838, upon the subject of their Land clains, to

which His Lordship returned an answer in the following

terms humly. "That if the représentations therein contained,

as to the sufferings of these Kedians. from Cificiency of Land

should upon enquiry on the spot, turn out to be correct His

"Excellency will think it his duty to provide a remedy for

the grievance by awarding to them an additional quantity of

"Land" - that with respect to the proposed purchase by the

“Government for the audians, of the Land of Mr Christie,

"there are no frauds for such a purpose; but that if theelians

"should prefer the land of Mr Christie to any grant that

"might be made to them by the Crown, and if Mr Christie

"should be willing to exchange his land for Crown Land

of équivalent value, there would be no objection to

such an arrangement - that such an Arrangement could

"only be made on the spot, and that His Excellency will

adopt some measure for it's bring carried into effect.

"as soon as the necessary enquiries shall have been made".

Lord Durham returned to England in the

mouth of November 1838 and the Petition was referred

to a Committee of the Execution Council by order

of Sir John Colborne (Lord Seaton); but nothing

was done in the matter until the 8th July 1839.

when the Committee made a Report upon it

of which the following is an Extract.

"The Committee have Barefully examined

"the voluminous documents accompanging Your Excellency's

indian affairs. Resident Agent and Secretary of Indian

ffairs Letterbook, 1842.
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"deference relative to a proposed purchase of Lands for the use

of the Micinacoudians at Restijouche, and as it may be

Convenient to shew Your Excellency upon what grounds they

"Claim an addition to the Lands upon which they are

"settled, the Committee asail themselves of a report made

by the Commissioners of Crown Lands, dated 6 September

1888, as containing a correct narrative of the whole

"proceedings, and from which the following is an Extract

The tract now sohicited by the lndians formed

part of a Seigniory called Clorydon, confirmed to the

"Heirs of Captain DE   by the French Government

"in 1736; but which has since been and is now, in the possession

of the Crown. It may be observed, that the Indian

produce no written sitte to the land they occupy Auterior to

"the Adjudication made by the Gaspe Land Commissioners

in 1824. At the period when the British

“Government first determined toʼinvite Royalists to form

Settements in the Baie des Chaleurs, immediately after

"the Reispendence of the cnited stales was recognized

"this Tribe of Indians was settled on the River Restigouche

"And Chaimed as Hunting Ground, the whole Land

"along the shores of the Bay – to quiet these absurd pretensions

anddesure tranquillity to the lettters it became necessary to establick

"some knownitzendary and to acquaint the indians with the extrat to

"to which the County of the Crown would be extended towards

"them, for these purposes Commissioners were named by Sir Guy

Carleton (Lord Dorchester) and a note of the talk (as it is

"called) had with them, is in existence, and can be referred to,

it ended in an abandonment on the part of the Indians of all

"prekensions which could impede the formation of setttements

and by their Urowing themselves on the liberality of the Town

"in full confidence that justice would be done to them."

"One particular Act of the Government, rendered the

"establishing a boundary between it and the ndians necessary

"vizt. a Grant made to Mr. E. J. Mann, whose western line joined


