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Maxim Litvinov, Soviet 
foreign secretary before 
World War n, once told this 
story of a bridge game in 
Washington, where he 
served as ambassador.

“I had just bid a small 
slam,” he reminisced, “and 
had put my hand down as the 
dummy when the telephone 
rang. Tile message recalled 
me to Moscow at once. 1 
dashed upstairs, packed a 
bag . •

“But how did the slam 
come out?" he was asked. 
(After aU, slam résulte are 
important).

“I never stopped to find 
out," Litvinov replied.

“Maxim Maximovitch," 
said one of the listeners,

. “you will never make a good 
bridge player.”

In today’s deal, Litvinov, if 
he had the time, would have 
derived much enjoyment 
watching South’s [day of a 
small slam contract.
Ilolh sides vulnerable.
South deals.
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If one were to take a 
cursory look at all four 
hands, it would appear that 
the slam contract was un- 
makable. If South attempts 
to ruff out his fourth spade, 
East will trump the third 
lead of that suit. And if South 
picks up East’s four trumps, 
he will eventually lose a 
spade trick to West. But 
South fulfilled his contract 
with no strain by employing 
the expert “dummy- 
reversal" play.

At trick three, he cashed 
the ace of trumps, .West 
discarding a club. Next 
came the king of diamonds, 
after which the diamond ten 
was led to the board’s ace. 
This was followed by a third 
diamond lead, South ruffing.

A spade was now led to 
dummy’s king, and the 
board’s last diamond was
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the queen of hearts, and the 
fifth and sixth with the 
board’s king and ten of 
trumps).

As Litvinoff would have 
agreed, it was a neat 
exhibition of expertise by our 
South declarer.
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Roy Dalton-Howard Davie. 
E-W John Coate-Mark Loeb, 
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Thursday afternoon
N-S Ella O'Marra-Ethyl 
Feam, Betty Ann Taylor- 
Harold Nesbitt 
E-W Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Krikorian. Shirley
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