Editorial Page

‘““Residentialism” is the new vice of

Dalhousie students

This campus does not suffer

from Afghanistanism, that often

cited fault of Canadian press more §
interested in happenings abroad
than at home. We are ailed more by @
a preoccupation with self, a single-
minded sensitivity to any direct af-
front or injury to our characters or
the way or life we lead at
Dalhousie. The sad fact of our
solipsism often translates itself in-
to a pathological concern with
trifles accompanied by an equally
pathological non-concern to the
most important issues facing us
today as students and as human
beings.

The feedback our newspaper
gets from its articles provides the
surest proof of this point. When we
write articles about the exploita-
tion of local labour, abuses of
political power on and off campus,
Canada’s role in contributing to
world poverty, institutional

discrimination against women in B -

Nova Scotia, in short, all of the
really big social issues directly
confronting us today, we get
minimal responses from the stu-
dent body. But when we happen to
challenge the character of some
group on campus, the angry cries
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of protest we receive are truly over-

whelming. When for example, last
fall we ran a cartoon depicting
Dalhousie’s SUB staff in an un-
favourable light the uproar was in-
credible. People got word of the
cartoon before it was printed and
urged us to alter it. After it was
published we were jolted by a bar-

have heart to heart talks about the
impropriety and unfairness of our
actions and we received threats to
our physical and mental well-
being-some in jest, some not.
Last week we printed a commen-
tary by a first year resident of Shir-
reff Hall who raised some severe

criticisms over what she perceived
to be an unliberated environment

rage of complaints and verbal
abuse, individuals took us aside to
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offered to women students there.
She raised some provocative
points which definitely merit fur-
ther discussion, but the deluge of
irate phone calls and letters to the
editor we received seemed entirely
disproportionate to the newswor-
thiness of her comments. We don't

know what motivated this flurry of
defensive responses righteous
love for Shirreff Hall, conser-
vatism, hypocracy, but it is certain-
ly illustrate of the kind of misplac-
ed social consciousness we have
on this campus. The problem is not
Afghanistanism but ‘“Residen-
tialism™ at Dalhousie.

With the MPHEC's recommen-
dations on funding for post-
secondary education for next year
out and the government’s actual
funding announcements several
weeks away it is crucial that
students shake off this Residen-

tialism. In fighting the rising costs
of obtaining university degrees
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) “There are 7,000 people Iangulishing in Canadian prisons for simple posses-
sion of marijuana. They are the victims caught in a twilight zone between public
acceptance and the timt takes for politicians to codify that acceptance into law.
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Tpe Suprer.neICourt of Canada judges, all male, who heard Pappajohn’s appeal
against conviction, agreed that if an accused rapist claims he honestly believed
the woman consented to sex, then he need not provide any reasonable grounds
for his belief. In other words, the would-be rapist can feel free to ignore his
victim's begging for mercy, screams or kicks.

and the declining quality of this
education you are addressing not
only the interests of other students
and potential students, but if you
are one of the many hit by the cost

of living crunch, you are fighting
for your own self-interest. The Stu-
dent Union of Nova Scotia has
already started a campaign at
Dalhousie and sooner or later you
may be asked to don a button sup-
porting their demands or at least
read some of their literature. Terry
Qonahoe, the Minister of Educa-
tion, may soon be speaking here
and, as the culmination of the
SUNS campaign, all of the post-
secondary institutions in Nova
Scotia could get together and
march on Province House to
vocalize our demands. Now is an
oppqrtunte time to forget the petty
feuding, to shake off the Shirreff
anq Howe Hall residential men-
talities, and stand up for the rights
of Nova Scotian students to a
good, affordable education.
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