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mate was flot following her, she stop-
pcd and looked liack at him inquir-
îngly.

The maie, more impetuous and
more bent uponi mere revenge, show-
cd himnself for a moment beyond the
fringe of the woods. In that one
moment, though it was impossible
that he should have detected the man
in his hiding across the open, he
nevertheless seemed to receive some
impression from the man's challeng-
ing eyes. He feit that his enemy was
bhere 1n that dense clump of young

firs. Instantly lie dropped upon his
belly lin the undergrowth, flattening
hiotacîf to an amazingly inconspic-
uous figure. Then lie hegan creep-
ing, lol and with infinite stealth,
(.Ut acroSs, the space of peril, beneatli
th~e full, revealing glare of the suit.
ThIe femiale gave vent to a low whim-
per, trying to cal! him back. Fail-
mng iii that, she stoofi andl watched
ihsm anxiotisly.

She could just see his tawny back
moving through flie liglit green leaf-
ag. of thc seruit. lie was crawling
more swift1y now. He had covered
sear>' hialf the distance. AIl at once
xihere came a stpnrt of flanie from the
fir thickut and a sharp, cracking re-
jert, fin the niext instant she saw
her mate rise straiglit into the air
oit his, hind lgclawing savagely.

reveal herseif in the open. As luck
would have Ît, one of the steers at
this moment came up close to the
fence, to scratch bis bide on the
knots. With a snarl the panther
struck at himt through the rails, ana
drew a long. ragged gash down lii
flank. Snorting with pain and ter-
ror, the steer turned and raced for
home, tail in air, and his comrade,
taking the alarm, bellowed nervously
and followed him.

A feiw minutes later the man camne
ont of his cahin, followed liy his
wife. The steers were at the hýarn
door, a place they ustually avoided ait
this season. One of themt was shiv-
ering and hleeding. The man exam-
îned the wound-a-nd tinderstood.
Tuirning to the woman, hie said:

"That there's the mother's work.
Wc must hunt lier down an' settle
lier to-morrer, or she'l ldean ont the
farm."

Letting the frightenied steers into
the biarn, lie waited anxiously for the
tonk-a-tonk of the black and white
cow coming home to bce milked.
WVlen slie did not come, that trio he
understood only too woll, aýnd bis
xvide nîoutli set jîseîf zriimly. Il
looked as if those were going to lie
an expensive paiir of culis.

After dark, latu, the mothe(r stole
up to thec cabini. Evrtigwas
shut up tight, hiarn. slied, anld bumse
alike. At thev doorsill shIc liitened(
longam in ltently. like à cal t a ý

mousliol. ler fine car nmc out
tIe heavv lireathingsý of tlic mail anid
the womrian witliin. Il also at lengli
distinguished sonie faint liftie growlvi
ings and gruniting.s, suich as tlie ciilis
tfttered only w %lieii they w\ero we-ll
fed. She prowlcd round the ous
ail night, the pale flantie of lier s
age and anixiousý evesý gloiponi
it fromi every dietin The. at thie
edge of dawni. shle stoleo I\wal, blit not
far, to a hiding place hr sher
could coiimand a view: of flec cah1ill
door. It was itliini that dooir tîat
lier colis had vanlishedc.

TUEF suni %vas nlot a hiaîf-hiour hizli
whlen flhe man set forth, and the

Wo1Man withi hl, to litint lowni t1w
dlangerouis adversary theyi liad chai
1(ieged,ý Th11 Woman, wlio carried a
rifle of the samne pattern a1s thic
mian's, wvas almocst as; sore, a shot as
lie. l'he continuted absence of thic
cow, the wolund on thic red steer"s;
flanik. the defiant, network of tracks,
ail abouit thle cabini, showed clearly
eIlnugl that tht, fight was niow to the
dleath. The manl and wvomani knrew
there woulld bc, no secuiritY for themi
soi long as tile mlother palither re-
mnained alive, Thiere fore they\ wvere
in, haste to seule the mnatter. They
picked ont a dlistinict trail and follow-
ed i t. It led theml straight to the
body of the slain cow, which the
slayer had visited twice in course of
the night, just to satisfy hier thirst
for vengeance,

Btit at the moment wvhen the twvo
indignant huniters were exainiing the
carcass of the cow the panither wa;s
at their cabin door li.stutiing. She
hall seenl the mari and womiani hutrry.
away. Nov. she cold hear qulite
distinctly flie little copannsof
lier youing. She pulshedl against tlic
heavy docor tili it creakcld; but it
woul not yield. Close byv was the
window. Standing upi oui bier hind
legs, she stared in. At last she mian-
aged to miake out the two cuibs lying
ini a corner in a box of rags 'and
straw. The sight scattered aIl ber
caution to the winds. Scramhbling up
to the windowsill, she dashied lier
head and shouilders through the glass.
That thle jagged fragmients cit, bier
mnouth and muiiz7le qeverelv slie neyer
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