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an Original National A n/iem ? Phalanixes drawn up i

Warfare, Discuss the Merits and Demer its Of "Qo

Canada," and IlThte Maple Leaf Forever."

By SEVERAL

ARECENT issue Of the CANADIAN COURIERcontained an iterview with Dr. Williams,
the leader of the Grenadier Guards' Band,
which has just returned to, England after

a considerable visit te this country. That interview
has stirred up much talk and comment. One of
the chief points in the discussion is the relative

faults of the
"Maple Leaf
Forever" and
"O Canada !"
An interview
which appears
in t he Ta-
ronta Eveing
Telegram ruiw
in part as foi-
lows:

",'The _Ma -
pie Leaf For-
ever' has done
more to keep)
Canada Brit-
ish than ail
the speeches

> and reports of
the loal lead-
ers and organ-
isations t h a t
have sat even
here lu To-
ronto, and aid-
ed in a muLsi-

The late Alexander Muir, who wroe cal movemient
"The Maple Leaf Forever."1 t o sterilise

every mnention
of the flag and Empire of Britaini out of the songs
of this nation," said an earniict Canadian.

-0 Canada' had a great innings at the Mon-
treai Congress. The original words attached to the
tune are beautiful lu their devout sigulilcance, but
wh(y shouid the ultramontane anthern of a church

atstate enthusiasmn be forced upon children who
do Dot want ta be di-vorccd frotu a song that has
proved its value in the strengthening of British and
Canadian sentiment ?

"The '0 Canada' boomers were net content with
loving the song they discovered. They must needs
haite the good oid 'M.aple Leaf Forever,' and mace
war On a song that had fairiy suug its wa 7 into
the hearts of thousands cf Canadians. The 'Maple
Leaf Forever' hall no Mendelssohn choirs ta ilbjin-
mne the defects of its nature wîth the splendeurs of
Dr. Vogt's art. The childrcn at the Provincial
Model School were taught that '0 Canada' was
a niasterpicce and worthy te rank with the great
historic songa of the nations. 'The Maple Leaf
Fotever' was ahueit run eut of the Toronto Public
Schools, and uearly droppcd frem the programmel
at the Public School concerts.'

Just here it xnay bc well te tecail the views ef
Dr. Williamns as tbey appeared in thse COURIER. His
remarks concerning "0 Canada" tan as follows:

quite origini
-Calixta

it camne te b
"*Listen,"

"Do yen se
Quite

"That's
a great deal
ism on it;
'0 Canada
really fine n
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ta whether the hymn which first rolled out down
in Quebec thirty years ago is original. That is the
attitude of Dr. Williams. He sees a similarity be-
tween "O Canada" and Handel's "Scipio, March."
Says Dr. Williams:s-

-I don't say '0 Canada' is a piagiarism, on it;
perhaps an unconscious similarity." Those who
hold to the view that "O Canada" is reminiscent
other melodies, allege that on that account: it is
defective as the national anthem. This allegation
does not pass unchalenged. Dr. A. S. Vogt, of
the Mendelssohn Choir, to whose efforts must be
largely attrîbuted the vocal popularity of the an-
them, in middle Canada, freely admits Dr. Wiliams'
charge that "O Canada" is suggestive, of Handel's
.,Sci Pio Match." He adds that it also sounds like
one Of Mozart's marches. But, however, the choir
leader sees in great objection in that. Interviewed
by the CouRieR Dr. Vogt remiarkedl:

I. take it that there is no work of art, be it
music, literature or painting, which does nOt to,
somne extent borrow fromn its predecessors. What's
new uinder the sun? '0 Canada' is what I call
original. The expression of a strong personalîty,
it is distinct;, it's Canadian. Its music is as far
removed front that of the other so-called Canadian
national anthems as the Paies. You can't forget it."

Another gentleman of the musical profession
took up the "Scipia March" point of Dr. Williams.

*I amn going ta give yiou three oid sangs, " he
said. He hummed over Dunferline, French and
Winchester Old. In spots you wouild think that
the song you heard was the previoius one. The
three have striking similarities. -There you have
it I The 'Scipio March' and '0 Canada' is an
example of the saine thing-just freaky coinci-
dence. Now, who would say that 'Winchester
Old' was plagiarised frei Dunferline! "

Besides the question of its oi-iginality, another
criticisas is huried at the music cf -0' Canada."
This introduces the question of taste. There are
many Canadians who are i*npresseui by the majesty
of the "0 Canada" antheni. A citizen, interviewed
by the Telegram, comnienting as follows, thinks it
funereal:

-The whole theory of the '0 Canada' boom
was bound up in the beief that there was surpass-
ing musical excellence in the tune, and did yen no-
tice that at thc Exhibition the dirge-like effect of
the niassed bands as they groancd out the tune
until the spectators were looking out for the guin
carriage with the draped casket and the other inci-
dentais of a mîlitary funeral."

HIe also complains about the words of *'
Canada," and - ultramontane autheni." He enquires
indignantiy why "0 Canada" should be forced up-
on childrcu. The suggestion of coercion arouses
a singing master, well known for his choral work
in connection with the public schois of Ontario,
te repudiation :

' Why youdon't have to push 'O Canada' lihe
said. "The younsters leata it like their A, B, C's.
Frequ~ently I 'have written the words on the black-
board-not a bit of music lu sight. The whole
class wiil burat <into song as I write. In Ontario
scarccly a schoOl concert but 'O Canada' is on the-.. .:,L (--.A C_ .L'_7

Has Canada
Wordy

We'te ready when t
Then sweil the sang, el

Follo'ws the letter c

the brasses and made it a stoc
sehool children ail over Canada took j
and made it popular in the home.'
in the world can a national anthe rgrowth in two years' time. Lieuten
of the Grenadier Guards band says i
ada !" is reminiscent of the "Scipi'o bý
haps. Most national anthems are ru
something or other-some folk tune, s
the people's hearts. They would noi
tional anthems if they were flot.
reminiscent or not, "0 Canada 1" is go
keep. It goes everywhere. When
Laurier got off the boat at Prince Rul
step from the Arctic Circle, the tail
Canada !" Sa far as Canada is concer
what Kipling says of "God Save the

"Yau can't get away
Frorn the tune that they play
And the bloomin' aid rag ON

So much for "O Canada." As
said: "I have been also, told that
Leaf' is the thing." A correspondent
COURIER and throws the searchlight
Muir's song as the national antheni. I
initely the original Scotch air ta, whi
of '*The Maple Leaf" have been fitted
o' Cakes. " This Scotch song was wr
Imlah-air "Black Watch," and w.
the marcha of the gallant Forty-second
land Regiment. The words of "Lai
are these:

The land o' cakes, the land o'
O mony a blessing on it;

Fair fa' the land o' his an' lai
The bagpipe and the bonnet

The country o' the kiited clans,
That cowed the Dane and

Whose sons hae stili the hearts
To welcome friend or foem;

l'hen swell the sang both lou
Tili the hbis like: aspens qui

An' fill ye up, an' toast the cul
"The land o' cakes for-e-vei

Be scorn'd the Scot within w'
Nae patriot flame is burnli

Wha kent nae pain frae haine
Nae joy when back returnii

Nae love for hlm in life sbafl
Nae tears in death depkire 1

He hath nae coronach nor caiý
Wha shames the land that bu

Then swell t'he sang, etc.

Fair flow'r the gowans in u g
The heather on our asountai

The bluebells deck our wizar4
An' kiss our sparking fut

On lcnock an' knowe, thec wblu
An' on the braes the breckar

Not even Eden's flow'rs ln Uoil
Couîd sweeter blossoms reck

Then swell the sang, etc.
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