
CANADIAN COURIER,

ITHROUGH A MONOCLE
GEORGE GRAHAM'S ELECTION.

I T imn't often that I talk politics, in this colunn
For one thing. I don't tbink thiat tbe F.ditor
half-likes it- lHe strikes me as being constaxnly
nerous for fear My "politics" wilI flot agrec

wtth his "politics"; and, when we do agree, 1 sus-
bc im of wondlerîing how it is that' be bas 'got

~nwro)ng But 1 de flot know that 1 sbould pamper
i'i deliiale nervous system of the Editor toc, much.
~hy sbouldn't hie have bis worries? Ail the rest

.fo us do. So 1 arn going to talk polîtics on this
<x-asion;- and, if hie doesn't like it, hie caxi get back
,u me In bis owxi department.

TII, oitics 1 arn going to talk is that I hope
t hat George Graham will be elected by a big

ni)ority for South Rexxfrew. Now I ar nfot a party
Màn. If I had been an elector of Brockville, I
wculd bave feît t rny duty to vote against George
Graham at the last elections. I woxi't go into the

wy"and "wherefores" of that; for I will be doixig
wel i f I get South Rentxew politics into the paper

witbou.tt a fatal collision wîth the opinions o'f the
Exr.But I just mention the fact to show that
mti ot as a "hicle-houxid Grit" that I arn "hurrah-

iag- for Gtraham this tîme. I think 1 amu doîng it
as a goo citi7en.

NKthe frtplace, the Coxiservative party goes into
tis cection uinder a shadow of dishonour, which

mnay be too smalî to be noticed lin politics but whicb
wo uldie it out of any "sporting evexit" in the

courmtry. 1 wouldn't want'to play golf with a maxi
,b(e agred to "bar stymies," and then insisted on
<.,iting the first one lie laid me. Lt isn't s0 much
thtt I would object to lettixig hlmn have bis "stymie"
à. that 1 prefer to play golf with gentlemen. Now
there was more tItan a "gentlemen's agreement"
»rween the local leaders of the two parties lin Soutbi
RILtfrcew to permit George Grahamu tol have the seat

if Mr, Low resigned, iere a a wNriten and
signed agreement. It has, been Iuse Ido
flot kxiow whetber aIl the o'sitieso thatt
agreement are fighxting. tooth amti ni, frGrhuu
election ; but I1 ol think xuxueî bextr of i thex
and their party if they were.

s TILL I admit that theyv arec iii an awkward pss tion. They are prbbl osecnxiousý opponx
ents of the political picy wbieb Mr, Grahaxun re
l)resents, axnd wouîd bc voting ganttixcir onvie-
tions if tbey supported, ii.l On the oxhtler band,
they did agrce to let hixu havet iic setai tlxey
profted by that agreement; and suirev a mai i i
bound to deliver-if bie can-the odsfor whlichi
hie takes pay, even if hie dites flot like thie prîiciples
of the person to whom hie hias ol theni. Then MIr.
Graham's election will flot give bis party a majorixv
in the Commons, though it mnust be admittcd that
it will improve the chances of that party to get a
majority at the îxext general elections.

0 F course, no one defexits the originailtrn
action as being any too hionotxrablc. It sho(uIl

neyer have occurred. No group of meni should gex
together and try to barter away the franchis o<" ,f a
coxistituency. It was quite as immoral as tIe ' C-aýW-
off." But two breaches of hoxiour do not cancel
each other. Again, it is quite truc, that these ii
could flot bind the rest of the votcrs lld South Ren-
frew; and it is equally true that thev \ couile xiot bind
the Ministers at Ottawa, StilI it Is alItogecIter likelv
txat, if they lived wbole-hea-rt(-(îy up tl to thcir are
ment, tbey could prevent efetv poi in u
South Renfrew anxd pretty efetvl aayeini
terference f ront Ottawa. It wvas, in fact- tg) rupeat
a phrase we have alrad eployed-vr like- a.gentlemen's agreieent"; anti its repuidiationi by
the mexi whom it pro fese-t least byinfeeie
to bixid, xmust be regarde'd with that ftcattxreof thIle
case in mmnd.

Il \I hî~vx ~ x~auýî( for w i.shxng to see
~~corgc 6ralxîm lcc . Hie is the sort of

publi max w hu xli couxutrV meeds. \\e arc the
lo~cr w hn ~uc rcp Uctxxve hcadlers of opinion

are j out fpuli HeM. Grh is dlean, capable,
Puic11 ,pirld cxcil\, lin i>arliamcnit, popular wîth
the pepl do flot believec that hie is a bigoted

pars ian donox tbinkd that lie would try to
lu gilaxragax'ýî h:î lie genuinely thought to bie

puldc oxxîn \lreo erblc brings to the con-
'iucraxux u xxxxoi--i ,sue that raresi of ijualities

good~~ hui1. o îat ils a priceless gift to a
jullicxu:u lxkccp ihîi froxu becoming su en-

,~xxxuxîx ~ il ,flso pinions thiat hie wçill bow dowxi
and~Ihii Iisiptie x public. It enables Ihlm to ap-

preaethe fact thait ilierv ari-( othcr people in the
ýeouxurv lxos oiions nxayi possihly bc wortb becar-

dxcL \î 1,in11 of a ilrcxîxcwdolns( solnity Who is alas
xisxakinTg Ili- prtj lcs fo r deercs of Provîtidcc.

r E(RGE GIZI IAM w ilI inake eOpsto
R tronger, and a trnOpoionis t1ie heýt

\uaani e c can bave fir a rxgGven nt
I veniture to say tîxat Mr, Bordenit .%:Ill bc dclighotd
to) skc Mr. Grahaxu in that vacant seat Tiext Sir
\\Vilfriull it will solidjfv bis own ranks and nk
bis1, ak of leader far more simple. But it iý flot
f 1roxul ak party, point of view that 1 would lîke to get
th I ul to 1osdrd i t is froxu tlhc point of
%1iw w,\ w'ul rejic(e) sec the Conservatives

of SuthRcnrew purcd"froili a position perilous
teo iix Ir honmoir. hibwoxdlikeC to see the House
of Cmosrihrfor thec prcsexice of onie of the
best of our lPari'amncntarians, and which wo l ke
tel sc oxxr puiblic life swýcct-d by the retention of
one, of the, cediigly few "bumiiourists" who have

eos tedtogr it. lias it struck you low fcw
'bumouritl" hav drifted into polixies? Sir John

Macdonild 1a w therceatest of thymii, and the most
succ.sfl Thuix theure wcfrc "joe)(" Rymal and lDr.
Utandcrk-ix boith Libe(rals. Nichiolas Flood Davin
wais aniotheri a Coiservattive. George Grahamni is
uaîmost, alnel) tlxis ra1re xelec to dlay. I ope
tha.t Soiith Rexiifre\ %%Ill give hlmii baick to a1 country
whiichi Lauighs too scldomi 1 wvoidl theni like a con-~

sttie o give tus Geo(rgeý Haim-or why xiot puit
lmiîn ]T tli Scxxate TIIP' NONOCIlE* MAN.

HALIFAX SUFFERS FROM A SERIES
During the past six weeýks, Halifax bas suffered severely f roni fires. Tlhe Ronnan Block wa gxted the King Edward I lotel hurxied to thegrinnd, togethier witi hiaîf a dozen buidingsý, thje Hierald buxilding ami cigbt oir iie olther structtxresý destroyed and the St. Pieýrre bouse1 axxdI o)txer struc-itrc liltlv(. Th'e fire 1los; for six years was undiier $500,(MX) Fotxr timtes tbat aioutii bas bee lost in fixe fires on tht' hîoe flaia arbouir duringiii p:ý forty 'al'liTe armny, navy, joint Halifax and D)artmioutb fire dcpariqitnîexxxs I \nd Wodid fir-e 1department diii spxý-lenid fire f1.gxItinig wo rk.

Rum"s of the " Heald - ofice and other buidingL
PhtI>grphus by H. W. HKewitt. Waeouse ruins and Sutted sugar refinery


