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_Tho Argonaute, of Toronto, Inter-Provinclal Champions, Whom, McGil HRu Declmned to Play, Tuesling with the Montreal Team at Rtosedale, Oct. 19.

The Roo--te-1r and th-e Professional
What an Old'and Trîed Football Player Thinks of Somne Presen t-dayv Aspects of Football

O NSaturday, November 9th, the deciding game
of the Interprovincial series was.played on
kosedale athietic field, Toronto. As an
exposition of football the game was not a

success. As an exhibition of. sport it was a disgrace.
Th'le gaule was punctuated with numerous delays

du-e to injuries. Many of these injuries were, no
doulit, of that variety which, as anyone who has
ever been "on the inside" in football knows, are
noything more than a tired, feeling and a rather
childish desire for the plaudits of the rooters which
will greet the wouinded gladiator when he returls
to the struggle. The majority, however, were
genuine, and were the resuit in most cases of de-
liberate foulness. One Argonaut mani was com-
pletely floored by a quick strangling clutch round
the neck, administere-d with a skill that must have
been the resuit flot only of long practice, but of long
training. It reminded one of what I have read of
the habits of a certain East Indiian tribe, who dis-
pose of their enernies by strangling them f rom be-
hind. While the other Ottawa players were perhaps
not so skilful as the hero of the above episode,
several of them gave one the impression that they
would be more useful in a rough and tumble fight
than on the football field and certainly much more
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sults at the visitors, for the "rooter" does flot asso-
ciate hospitality with sport. Having none of the
pleasure of pla-ying the game bis only pleasure can
be to see his own side wîn, and thi.s lie desires at aIl
costs. The curious result is that, he cornes to admire
above all not the skill sliown in playing the game,
but the skill sliown il injuring the opponient. While
we are not to suppose that when the rooter exhorts
the players of lis own side to "kill" or "eat" their
opponients lie actually lias murderous or cannibal
feelings in bis manly breast, lie will he far from
displeased if the best men on tlie opposing side are
"put oui?' and forced to retire early. The little feat
of strangulation which Imentioned above evoked
the admiring and delighted comments of an Ottawa
man standing near me wlio called on tlie friends
about hima to admnire the skilful way in which it:
was done.

winning. The necessary result of this attitude of
mînd is that none considers it wortli while to play
unless lie can be a professional in the sense above
defined.

To see the extremity which we as a people have
reaclied one need only reflect on the spectacle of
a 1so-called sport-loving people going twenty thou-
sand strong to spend their evevy holiday watching
a few foreign hirelings display tlieir athletic
prowess. One is inevitably reminded of the gladia-
tonîal shows at whicli the Romans-by that time too
effete' to enter the arena themselves-reclined at
ease and applauded the courage and the skill of
their future conquerors.

iT seexns a paradox to say that the reason sport
b las become a business, nlot a pleasure, is

that we do not take it seriously enougli, but there
and nowhere else lies the reason. There is only
one way to stop the decline of manly sports, and
that is by taking them seriously in our schools.
.Until we do tlie decline in national physique and
national morale, at any rate in our great cities, will
proceed *apace.

The position of athletics ini our schools is to-day
absurd. The spirit of professionalisni, of specializa-
tion, cannot help but creep in. There is no room for
a fraction to play if they wished. What we need
is room for aIl to play and that athletics should
be compulsory. That would, be one point gained
and if to that we 'add efficient supervision the battle
would be haîf won. A proper physical instructor
on a playgroumd could do more for the physical and
moral qualîties of children than aIl the sermons
which their unwilling ears wilýl listen to. I1 re-
meruber as a child playing a game witli some other
cliildren, wlien there was an attempt made to
"rattie" an opponent wlio liad a difficult play to
make. We were fortunate enough at the moment
to be playing under tlie supervision of a man whose
vîews of tlie ethics of sport were not those of the
ordiiiary basebaîl fan, and hc severely called to
order the offender. I venture to say that incident
was indelibly stamped on the minds of many of
tliose presenit, and gave tliem an entirely new atti-
tulde of mind. for tlie minds of children are im-


