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gested that course, in' consequence of the urgency of
the Surgeon for their' removal, as expresseg in his
letters to them, and their disinclination to take upon
themselves decidedly to go contra to his recommen-
dations, while, at the same time, they did not fecl
that they would be justified in applying for their
pardon and removal a8 he desired. The l.go‘m'd were,

- however, not insensible to the difficultics pointed out
by you * attending a conclusive opinion on the sanity
or unsoundness of mind of these Conviets, to be pro-
nounced by strangers on contradictory cvidence;”
difficulties to which cvery inquest delunatico ingue-
rendo 18 necessarily subjeeted, oo

You will perecive, in taking these steps—uwhich
they have done in regard to the Conviets Reveille
and Brown—the Board have anticipated His Excel-
lency’s désive, that “ means ghould be found within,’
the Prison for treating them as Lunatic Patients, |
under the Surgeon’s directions, exposed to no pun-
ishment, und subject only to the necessary restraints
~used in cases of persons of unsound mind;” they,
however, beg to point out that the whole of the
medical arrangements of the Institution, as well as
the plans ot the Iospital, and the accommodations
for the sick, have heen prepared or approved of by
the Surgeon himself; and that no provision has in
them been made for the wanagement of insasie pa-
tients, whose permanent treatment in the Institution
the Surgeon has never contemplated, and whose im-
mediate removal he has ag all times urged.
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Indeed, the Surgeon has always contended, that
the Penitentinry being o Prison for those subject to
punishient, insane patients ought not to he kept,
there, und he accordingly did not attend them, un-
less when lubouring under hodily sickness, until the)
present Board especially direeted him to do 03 and
desired that the names of all Conviets reported to be

insane should lic kept on the sick list, with a view of |
their reeciving his continned attention, and to his i

having un opportunity of at once directing any alte~
ration In their treatment which apy change in their
state micntal might in his opinion
render cxpedient.

The Governor General will thus perceive, that
while the Board coincide with His Excellency’s
opinion, that the arrangements in the Penitentiary
are incomplete, unless Conviets who may happen fo
become lunatics, can be treated within the walls for
insanity, aswell as any other disease to which they
may be subject-——such has not formerly been the
case, nor docs it scem to have heen contemplated
cither by the former Boards, by thic Surgeon; or in-
deed by the Law itself—and that while the present
Board have done all which is in their power in anti-
cipating His Excellency’s desires, an alteration in
the Luw will be requisite to carry thosc desives

into operation to the full extent which would be
expedient,

It is, therefore,

) ore, 't be hoped that the Commis-
sioners of Inquiry

may be enable to suggest such an

N A P NS i g s on s

v er WRRe Y ot

alteration in the law ns may enable Lunatic Con-
victs to be treated within the walls as advantageous-
ly as in institutions for the care of the insane, unless
it should be deemed more expedient to alter the law -
in such a manncr a8 to grant the power of tem-
porarilly removing them to'the Provincial ' Lunatic
Asylum, without the necessity of granting them par-
dons, and subject to their re-transmission to the Peni-
tentiary, in casc of their being cured before the ex-
piring of their sentences. “

The Board have further to state, in reference to
your remark, as to their having thought fit to make
application to the Kecper of the Montreal Gaol, re-
garding the former conduct of Convicet Reveille, that
this was in accordance with the practice of the In-
stitution in all cases where imposition is imputed,
and that it has led to most beneficial results in as-
sisting in its detection ; of which the Board may state
a vory recent instance in the case of a Conviet who
feioned to be deaf and dumb, and to be afficted with
cpﬂcpsy, in consequence of which he was, by desire

|| of the Surgeon, .confined to his cell, and afterwards

kept in the hospital for upwards of twelve months,
thercby cscn})ing from that part of his sentence, im-
posing hard labour, and creating doubts of his sanity
in the minds of the Board; hut who, through infor-
mation received from the authoritics of the Gore
District, and the vigilance of the Hospital-keeper,
wag nt last detected, confessed his deception, and is
now, and has been for the last six months, at hard
Inbour like the other prisoners.

1

The Board have only, in conclusion, to state their
unqualificd satisfaction, at learning that their re-
iterated wishes are about to be complied with, in the
appointment, by His lxcelleney, of Commission of
Inquiry into the aflairs of the Institution ; when they

Thave no doubt that all matters rclating to it, now be-
Hore Government,, will receive a strict and impartial
investigation ; and when every opportunity will be
afforded to all pcrsons\lm.vin% or pretending to have
charges respecting individuals holding office in the
Prison, of substantiating them ; and when it is also
to be hoped that those charged with the inquiry may
be enabled to suggest further improvements, tending
to make the estallishment still more efficient than it
uow is, cither by the framing of new regulations an-
der the cxisting law, or by the improvement of the
law itsclf; in the furtherance of which desirable ob-~
ject His Excellency may rest assured of the cordial
assistance and co-operation of the Board, both col-
lectively and individually. ‘

1 have the honor to be,
© Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

THOMAS A. CORBETT,
President of the Board of Inspectors,
Provincial Penitentiary.

(Signed,)
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