
INTRODUCTION

APTEB the dettaration of war, on Auguet 4th, 1914, the first thing
the officers of the different militia battaliens thought of was whother
their services wouId be needed. Many of us at once sent tels-

grains to the Minister of Militia at Ottawa oferig our services. On
the Sth. of August, wordl was reeeived frein Ottawa that ail miltia bat-
tuions were te at once b. brought te f ull strength. Colonel Mc8padden,
of the lîth Irish Fusiliers of Canada, together with his enorgetie second
in corumm.nd, Major Crehs.n, immediately opened a recruiting office, and
beore many days had the battalion s.t full strength. Somn it was an-
nounced that a Canadian contingent was to b. formed, and every batta-
lion in Britilsh Columbia hastUly trained their diiferent uits ready, se
thut when the order camne for thein te be sont away, they would bc prs-
pared te leave.

Ms for mayself, being anious te leave with the irust contingent, 1 a?-
ranged my business, and at once went jute the recruiting office and helped
to brn our battalîon up te strength. On August l7th, however,
1 suddenly reeeived orders te leave imâmediately with a detachinent
of men, iiumberiug about 300, for Prince Rupert, where, the report stated,
many Germans and Austuians workîng aieng the ues of the Grand Trunk
Pacifie, were endeavoring to blew up the bridges. It wss aiso reported
at the turne that the twe Germau cruisers, the "Leipzig" and the "Dues-
don" were in nerthern waters and that we shouid sc a little excitemnent.
0f course, 1 was very much di.sappointed at having te go to Prince
Rupert, au it wus net my idea, te waste any tîme in Canada when, more
excitenient couid be had by going direct te France.

On arrivai at Prince Rupert with the detachinent, I ùnmediately telc-
graphed te the brigade headquarters, Vancouver, roquesting that 1 b.
returned ini order te go with the first party. By this time we had heard
that the Canadien contingent was to be forined at Valcartier, Quebec,
and would be made up of uits frein every militia battaflonin Canadla.
on August 20th, a wire came frein brigade headquarters ashing for the
return of inyself and another officer, and on arrîving at Vancouver, we
found that the advance units were leaving the next day for the East.
The unît frein our battalion was made up of 350 mon and seven officers.
On arriving at Valcartier, several uits fremn British Columbia were
joined together and made up into the 7th <Jadian Battalion, now
known on the western front as the "1Fi ghtîng Seventh. P

We remained at Valcartier one month and during thù. tue we trained
every day and were thoroughly equipp< by the time we were to embark
on September 2Tth, 1914.

The ships left the. Bay on the mernîng of the 2nd of October, in three
lines and 8tearned inte the Atiatie, where we were met by H. M. ships
"Eclipse," "Diana," "Glory,"l "Talbot"> and "Charybdis."1 Thes
acted as a convoy te ou thirty-three transports, the largest fleet of
liers te cross the Atlanticeat one tixne, and having on board 33,000
Canadien treepe. The. voyage over took uixteen days, and wes a most
interesting trip.


