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Fort Niagara was\the centre of the hopes, the ambi-
tions, the activities‘eof that period. Here, brotﬁxxgat
great expense from thé~old land, were kept those
vast supplies of various kinds, which were didtributed
to the remotest settlements—the munitions of war for
themselves and other garrisons, rations and supplies
for their Indian allies. The canoes of the Indians,
laden with furs from the Upper Lakes, and the
bateaux from the Lower Province with their freight,
all made this their stopping-place. Councils of war
prepared for attack and defence, as the occasion
required. Looking now on its crumbling walls, its
deserted buildings, its empty fortress, the dismal
chambers where the garrison slept within its walls,
it is hard to realize its importance one hundred and
forty years ago. But it was then the door to the

[ R R B o L

i west and to the south, and he who commanded those
a was entrusted by his sovereign with a possession
s which required wisdom and strength to keep.

s Such were the conditions when those women ar-
o rived. As their friends and relatives followed they
s settled on the western bank of the river, and with
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willing hands and brave hearts they turned the
wilderness into golden fields and fruitful orchards.
What they did in the thirty years of peace proves the
intelligence and the industry with which they worked.
The founders of the Dominion have left a record
which their descendants should hold up to future gen-
erations as worthy of everlasting remembrance.
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