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of all put down the whole Number of Men, including Paffengers;
and afterwards the Paffengers feparately, it follows of Courfe, that
the Return muft contain too many Men by the whole Number
of Paffengers. That-this MiRake in the Return of the Men mut
have happened, he can prove in another way ; or, if the Conclufion
be denied by the Merchants, it niuf at leaif be acknowledged by
them, that the Merchants caught their Fiih in the Year 1791 at
nearly One Half the. Expence that they did in the Year 1770, for
by the Account it appears, that each Man upon an Average, in the
Year 1770, caught only Forty-fix Qsintals of Fifli, and in the
Year 1791, Séventy Quintals.-And being afked, Whether the Ad-
miral's Returns, as printed, for the laif Three Years, are correLt ?
he faid, The printed ones are not corred, but he has Returns in
his Hand for the fame Period (which ire. not printed) and which
lie believeà are corredt.-And being afked, Why lie afferted, that
the printed' Returns are not corre&, but that thofe which lie had
in his Hand are corre&? he faid, Becaufe the printed Returns
were madé up from Materials colleded long before the Fifhing Sea-
fon was over, and therefore are mere ERimates. The Account
in his Hand is made up from Accounts taken from the Cuftom
Houfe Books in the different Parts of the Ifland, after-the Fifhery
was completely over, and when no more Ships could arrive at,
or fail from, the Ifland, nor any further, Bufinefs be donc in the
Fifhery.

He then delivered in to your Committee an Account of Shipping
and Trade Outwards at Newfoundland, for the Years 1787, 1788,
1789, 1790, and 179r, fhewing whither the Goods were exported;
and alfo the Diredions given for making up the Filing Returns,
which are hereunto annexed., Vide Appendix, N° Z. (a) (6)

And the Witnefs faid, That for the Five Years Returns which the
faid Account contains, he cap depend upon its Accuracy. And dur-
ing Admiral Milbanke's Government, hearing Co "nany Complaints
from the Merchants- of the Decline of the Trade, in which he
(the Witnefs) thought then unneceffarily alarmed, he got the Three
laft Years Accounts,.figned by the Naval Ofdicer whdhadmade up the
Genera Account, and the Admiral tranfinitted it to the Board of
Trade in a Letter, ffating how the Difference between the Two Ac-
counts hafarifen, and how much more to be depended upon was
the lattet than the former Account.-And being afked, Whether he
has afon to know that the various Returns from Newfoundland
wreincorred before the Tine of Admiral Milbanke? he faid, From
.his Knowledge of the Manner in which the Materials were colleét-'
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