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in the riglit. 'Fliere art! no difliculties before which his industry
shrinks. He stitdies his subject and nasters it, and, %vlien lie is once

convinced, lie is aclaniant.
The orcical lie liad to face in niaking his rirst notable speech in the

House of Comnions nii-ht well have dismaved a less couracreous

man. It was durin- the nieniorable debate on the resolution intro-

duced by Mr. of iNfoiltMýlcrlll , deelarijl- the deep regret of

Parliament that the sentence of death passed upoii Louis Riel, the

leader of the revolt in the North-West, iviio liad been convicted of

high treason, %va.,; allowed to be carried into execution. The debate

liad lasted more than a %veek, and the mover of the resolution had

been followed bv Sir Hector Latiolevin, Lt.-Col. Amyot, Mr. Royal,

Mr. Gigailit, Mr. Clarlz %llace, Mr. Caineron, of Huron, Mr. J. J.

Curran, Mr. Coursolle, INIr. Wood, of Brockville, Mr. Charles Lan-

gelier, of Montmorency, INIr. Ry-ert, Mr. Béchard, Mr. Laurier, Sir

Adolphe Caron, Mr. Desjardins, of Hochelaga, Mr. Landry, of Kent,

New-Brunswic-, Mr. Guay, Mr. Machitosh, and INIr. Edward Blake,

the last of whom hacl spo-en durinr the afternoon and evening of

March igtli, t886. It was past midnight, wlien the leader of the

Opposition brouglit his powerful and eloquent deiiunciation oL' the

Government to a close, and the ne%%- Minister of justice moved ille

adjournrnent of the debate. On the afternoon of the folloviiig Mon-

day, the galleries round the chamber of the House of Coniiiions

%vere crowded, and the niost intent expection awaited the taking up

of the debate. Wlien the new Minister of justice arose, lie liad

before Iiiiii the task- of justifyinglilie Govertinient in liaving alloved

the exectition of Riel. In the debate on the Speecli froni the Throne,

not many days before, Mr. Blake had remar-ed that Mr. Thompson,

lie had not yet received the lionour of his present title, - liad - en-

terea Federal politics, as the French would say, by the 1-reat gate,"

and that " for him there had been no appre ' nticeship in Iarli-.tnietit."

In wliat nianner the Minister of justice acquitted hiniself on that day

needs iiot to be recounted liere. His speech was -troii,,Y», clear, con-

viiicing. Niaster of" himself and of his ideas, and master too of his

bearers, lie pierced the fine sptin net of Mr. Blak-e's argument ivith

the iiiost direct and irresistible skill, and replied tc, hini point by point

with triumpli. It was not Ilis eloquence whicli subdued the critical,

censoriotis bod%- lie was addressing, for eloquent lie is not. An


