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flic clectons, as jttortic>--Getieril, on the 224tll March, lie was ngain
clectett. A% a À%Iitlister of the crown Mr. Blair liccatile nu illiniediate

Nucccss. By flic amiability of his nianner lie won many friend.s, and
lie lind not licen in power a lialf ycar before lie gave evicletice of hi%

detertilisiation to control flic ship tif suite, tintil lie cared no more to
liold his position. His collengues, with fille discertinient, werc choscil

front both flic cNisting political parties, the Liberals, llowever, as %Vas
perhaps nattiral under the cireuiiist.iiice.ý;, preponderatitig. Tlicy got
on harnioniously together, friction rarcly occurring, and thougli no
legislation (if very grcat montent or iniport.ince took place, sevcral
acts for the facilitation of business, which owed tlicir paternity to the
Attorney-Gener.il, wore passed. Ilis goternmetit grcv in strengtli,
and wllc:i, in a 8,86. flic I.cgislattire was dissolved and getteral clections

follov.ed, Mr. Blair found hiniself and his colicagues more firntly
entrenclied flian ever in flic estectil of his people. lit October, 1887,

ho procceded to Quebec with, the lion. David McLclIan, Provincial
Secretary, to attend flic Interprovincial Conference called by flic Flon.

Honoré Mercier, then Prime Minister of Quebec Province. The
meetings, whicli %vere presided over by lion. Oliver Mowat, ilow Sir
Oliver, Premier of Ontario, -were held in the Parlianient Buildings.
In the procecdings Mr. Blair took a very active part, and thoug Il the

results of flic Conférence disappointed the promoters, the idca, In flic
main, was good, and it certainly made the publie nien of Canada,
living and working in the various sections of our common country,
and carryý&ng oit govertinients initier différent, lines, better acquainted

witil one another. If the Convention of Colonial statesnien acconi-
plislied nothing more than that, it did well, for the representatives of

our parlianientary institutions, front the Atlantic to the Pacific Occan,
were present, and took part in the deliberations froili day to day.

Nor was the purely social part of the Conterence ne-lected. Recep-
tions, at homes, Ititiclicosis and dinners afforded, the citizens of Quebec
flic opportuility of meeting the clelegates front British Columbia,

,Manitoba, Ontario, Nova-Scotia, and New-Brunswick-, and exchang-
ing opinions and views on the questions of the day. Prince-Edward-
Island alone held aloof, fier government sending no dclegate and
declining to bc represented. The Premier of the tiglit little island nt

that tirne was Mr. W. W. Sullivan, Q. C., afterwards Chief justice.
He was not in sympathy with flic political views of Messrs. Mercier


