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Cricket.

EARLY HISTORY OF THE GAME.

Under the title ‘‘Crioketers,” Mr. Roburt Mae-
gregor has an arliole in this month's Belgravia, in
which he deals with the history of cricketin Eog-
land. Mr. Maogregor says : In the infancy of criok-
ot thare were no stumps at all ; instead of wickecs
the early players cut in the turf twe oircular boles,
and the bataman was put out in running, not as
now, by putting down a wiecket, but by the ball
being popped into thie hole (whence ** popping
crease,” says Mr. Pyoroft) before the point of the bat
was grounde” in it. It is most probable that origin-
ally the single stump wis placed at the hole to point
it out to the bowler and fielders very much as the
“flag" used for this purpose a* the holes in gelf. In
proeess of time the frequent disputes as to whether
bat or ball reachied this hole first, as well as injurien
received in the unseemly tussles,gvould natorally
suggest that the beacen stump should be made more
usefui, and that the runnershould be outif this were
displaced as well as by holeing the ball. It is un-
oortain when the seeond sturap was added, but it
was a very obvious step frown a single stump to one
on eash side of the old blook-hole. In 1700 we find
Mr. Gale’s “skeleton hurdle” only a feot high,
though two feet wide. There was no middle stump
till & matoh of the Hambledon Club in 1776, it was
obssrved that at & oritioal part of the game the ball
wont three times between the stumps without knook-
ing off the bail ; then a third stamap was added, and
by degrees inohes wcre added to the dimensions of
the wieket, till, in 1817, it attained to the size at
which it has ever sines remained. In 1797 ihe
Earl ot Winohestef, a good ericketer and great sup-
porter of the game, attempted to intreduos a fourth
stump, that * the game might be thus rendered
shorter by easier bowling out,” but nothing oame of
this exoept em one memorable ocoasion, when, in
July, 1887, Mr. Ward proposed, as a method eof
equalising the gentleraen and players, that the for.
mer should defend wickets of 27 by 8 inches, the
Iatter four stumps 86 by 12. This was called the
« Barn-door Matob,” or * Ward's Folly,” and not-
withstonding the great odds against them, the play-
ors won in a single innings by ten runs. Undoubt-
edly the greatest and most pregnant inmo vation in
oricket was the introduotion of round.arm bowling,
The eredit for its invention appears to be due

. to Tem Walker, » professional of the old

Hambledon Club ; but his throwing was pronoune-
ed unfair and was sappressed and forgotiem, till,
about a quarter of a sentury afterwards, it was again
introduoced by Mr. John Willes, a Kentish amaceur,
who, it was raid, learned the delivery trem his aia-

. ter, who ueed to throw the ball at him in praotice.

Nr. Willes’ bowling figmred in ome or two great
matches, notably in ome cn July 20th, 1807. Thir-
teen cfAll England against twenty-three of Kont, fora
thousand guinesas, en Penenden Heath. Kont won
by 1632 runs, and Willes’ bowling greaily helped te
bring this about. As with Tom Walker, so with
Mr, Willes. Hoe and hia bowling ** were frequent-
ly barred in making & match,” says Mr. PyeroRt,
% and he played sometimes amid mueh uproar and
oonfusion. Btill he wounld persevere till the ring
olosed in on the players, the stumps were lawlessly
pulled up, and sll came to & standstill.” It was not
till Mr. Knight, of Alton, espoused the eause ol
round-arm bowling in 1885 that it deoame a per-
manent institation, after much coatroversy though,
and no little ridicule of the “throwing” style. Hamp-
shire wag cleatly the first 0coduly o study oricket as

s soience. The first oricket eluk in Enuland was
the famous Hambledon, which played on Broad
Haslfvenny and Windmill dewns, near Hambledon.
This club appeara to have beem founded about the
beginning ef last century ; the beyday of its pros-
perily was in tL. latter pari of the eentury, when it
bad on ils books most of the prineipal players of the
kingdom, and eould play and beat All England. It
practioally broke up in 1791, tlough it wus kept up
in name till 1825. In London the earliest cricket
firlds were the Artillery Grownd at Finsbury and
the White Conduit Fielde. A olub was formed of
the players on this latter field, and from nmoung its

menibers in 1787 was vatablishcd the Marylebene | 0

COlub, which at an early period seems to have sot
itself to discuss and formulate the lawa of the game,

CRICKET NOTES.

Une of the smallest county professional innings
ever made was that of Surrey, when playing Notts
at the Oval, London, Eng., on July 37 and 28, Seven
failed to score, one made 1, another made 2, & third
8, and the top score was 9, which, with a leg bye,
made the grand total of 16.

‘1 he Juniors of Peterboro’ and Cobourg played at
Cobourg on Monday, and Cobourg won by 116 on
the first 1nnings.

Brampton defeated Guelph by six wickets at
Brampton oa Monday.

Oshourg v. Toronto, set for Friday of this week,
has been declared off.

Belleville will entertain the Onondago Cricket Club
of Syracuse, N.Y., next week.

Arrangements are being made for the visit of a
Canadian team to Philadelphia to play an Interna-
tional match. The date is not ye' fixed, but it will
prebably be about the 11th of September. It is to be
heped that the best team possible will be selected.

8t. Mary’'s beat New Hamburg by 99 ruas on the
first innings last Saturday.

Ottawa lost the match with Kiugston, played at
Ottawa on Monday, by Sruns. Score, 86 to 81.

Picton visited Belleville on Aug. 6, and the game
was drawn. Belleville, 133 ; Pecton, 95, for eight
wickets.

The Gananoque cricketers went to Kingston on
August 4, and came home beaten by an innings and
80 runs.

Winghum visited London onr August 5, and played
the Asylum Olub. Scores were amall, Asylum 99
and 64 ; Wingham 63 and 43 for six wickets.

Cobourg played Pert Bope at Oobourg on Thurs-
day lest, and Port Hope won by an {nnings and 98
runs. Logan Made 73 off the bat, and played the
deuce with the Cobourg bails.

The Longwood Club of Boston play the Torento
C. C. on the Torontv Oricket Ground to-day aund to-
mMOITOW.

East versus West will be played on the Tormonte
Cricket Ground August 20th and 2ist. Mr. Swin.
yard will captain the Eust, and Mr. Townsend the
West.

Nelson C. C. of Toronto, and the Btars'of Parkdale
played a draw on Baturday.

The Victoria Club got a well deserved licking on
Saturday from the Bank team. The financiers turn-
ed up with nine men, and although Victoria hiad Be-
han, Howard and Campbhell as aids, they declined to
let the Bankers put on a couple of outsiders. Result,
Bankers 71; Victoria 88. Verdict, served them right,

Toronto v, (rimsby was drawn last Friday with the
soere o8 follows : Toronto 71 and 105, Grims by 84 on
the first imnings.

Milton playsd a good game when they weat Yo Barrie
on the 8rd seoring 110 and 86, to 59 in the first innings
for Barrle,

At Sarnia on the 8rd, the home olub defeated Windeor
by 49 runs,

Elora defeated Arthur by ten wickets at Elora last
Wedoesday Socero : 30 and 30, to £4 and 7. without
losing a wioket,

‘I'he 8t. Thomas orioketers wanted Messrs. C. 8.
Hymau and J. 8. Gillean, of Loudon, to play oricket
with them again.t Vetroit, but both had previons en-

aments.

he Australiav cricketers, who are naw visiting ding-
land, will retarn to the Antipodes in Heptemnber vie,
the United Staten, aud on their way between New York
snd San Francisco will play four or five matohes.
Already Mr. Alexander, the manager of the team, has
communiocated with Mr, Moeran, soting secretary of the
8t. George's Club, and suggested Heptember 18 and 14
oa the daics for the matohes to be played in New York,

Whitby and Newmarket played an Association Cup
matoh at Toronto on Aug. 8, and Whitby won by 114

ne.
Millbrook defested Omemee by 118 runs at Millbrook
on August 8.

Cobourg is out out on a tour, . Yesterday (Tuesdsy)
they were to play Whitby st Whitby, Barrie at Toronto
on the 11th, Guelph or Toronto Lacrosse on the 13ih,
and Toronto Cricket Club on the 18th.

B;Je Ball.

OHAMPIONSHIP uAME.

Between three and four hundred people assem-
bled un Tuesday of last week on the base ball
groundas of the Maple Leats, of Gaslph, to witness
the game between the Mutuals of Galt and the
Maple Leats for the amateur championship of
Canala. The pla; of the Maple Leafls was
rather looss. For the five innings it leoked ae
it the Galt men wer> to be ohi , butin
the sixth innings cpened ball and
Bt i blasked, but 13 the nibds tenings

t was L] .y
wont to the bat and poanded Dysen for eight runs
belore threec raen were retired. Barbour maie a
fine eateh at left field, for whish be had te run eless
ap to third base. MoFeiggan ‘hyd » goed short

p and mede & flue line eatch with one hand.
Wagner pitehied well. The hy(mol Gmlsh was
not up to their usual stan . ' W. W. Jeflurs,
of the Toronto Clippers, umpived the game im his
usual satisfastory manner. Following is the seore :

MAPLE LEAY, MUTUALS. .
2. 2.0.A. B PO, A B
Dyson, p.....1 1,10 0 Cushman,1b.8 6 0 4
mnter, ¢..,.1 8 8 0 Smih,%....1 3 8 3
Blockers,3b... 1 0 0 8 MoFeiggan,ss 3% 3 8 0
wub}% 2 g 2'0“01’. ‘b““% : 01
doek, 9b.. o, P. ]
J. Hower,8s..3 0 1 1 Oomm.rl @ 000
Tyson,r1.....3 0 L 1 Blake, cf....1 0 0 0
Smith, ¢f..... 3 1 1 1 Barber,1 {...1 8 0 0
E. Hower,1£. 0 1 0 O Saungster, o... 1 9 ¢ 3
Totals ... 113730 8 Totals..... 9 97 18 11
Maple Laaf.. ..... . 103301038 1—11
Mutuals ............ 0 6 0 0 0 1 0 0 8— 29
Total base hits, Leatls 11, Mutuals 8,

Struock ons off byoon. 6 ; Wagner, 6.
Balis on Dyson, 91 ; W , 118,
Strikes off Dyson,§0 ; Wagner, 80,

Leit on base, Guelph 11, Galt 5.

Passed balls, Hunter 1, Sangst r 6,

Time of e, 8h. 30 piin,

Umpire, W. W, Jeflers ; Sovrer, J. Heary,

DIAMOND BPARKS.

Tha Athletios, of Guelph, played a pieked nine of
the Agricultaral Collsge Boys ou Batarday. The
laving of the Athlstics was 400 much ior the Stg-
Senu. the seore atthe end of the game standiag 34
to 2 in favor of the Athleties.

To-morrow being Guelph's Civie Holiday, the
Actives of Woodstook play the Lioafs for t‘I;u zhm-
pionship. As the Aetives have recontly d.foated
the Harrwtua Browns, ons of the swrong-st teawrs
in the Association, » good game may be expeoted.

On Mouoday next the lo Leals, ot Gaelph
will visst Toronto, snd ::’p tae Clippers ea the
Oricket Ground. As the Olipxn have made some
chaungos which greatly add lo their strength, a geod
game may be looked for.

There is some lalk atuat Loadon stardi
for Lext Year. ° , °§ & Clab
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