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EVENTS OF THE MONTH.

<At is wonderful,” said Mre. Goldwin Smith in the
May number of fystandes, « that the people of the
U nited Statex do not some times lose all patience with
Congress, that they do not go with clubs and beat it
back into the path of'its duty toa too loug suffering
pecule.” So oo thought Charles Guitean, - jawyer,
rontician, and theoiogian, ™ and ¢ Stalwart of the
Stalwarts” The peoples gricvances were hix griev-
ances, #nd his reverses in office-hunting were the peo-
ple’s wrangs. Finding the peaple as a body slow to
wove in the dircetion suggested by Professor Smith,
and not deeming himself adequate to the task of clubs
hing Congress single-handed, he procured an English
= fatldag ™ pistol and shot the President, on the ove
of the national holiday.  “The death of Garfield.” he
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declared, # was u sad necessity, to unite the Republican
purty and save the country.” But Garfield refused to
die 20 tragically, and the chancesare that he will sur-
vive to see his succeessor formally inavgurated ; we had
almost witten—to see his would-be murderer hanged,
but the extreme penalty of the hww in the Gnited States
for an  unsuccessful  attempt on human  Jife—even
the life of the Chief Magistrate—is only cight years im-
prisonment.  Short though the term is, close confine-
ment, bread and water, and hard work tor it, will Jdo
more than his party could ever do to convince hiwm
that the world outside the prison bars is not so very
much out of joiat after all.

With one voice the press pronounces Guiteau's crime
an outcome of the * Spoils ” system, or greed for office,
which is the mainspring of polities in the United
States, as it is here in Canada. .\ loud ery goes out
over the land for reform, for pure and patriotic admin-
istration of the affairs of State. But men do not
guther figs from thistles or grapes from thorns, and so
long as we ignore God in temporals we cannot hape to
reap any crop but frauds, scandals, assasinations, and
like abominations, the fruits of political atheism.
Bishop Gilmour's  pastoral addvess on this subject,
which we repring, is the most thoughtful and hopeful
utterance evoked by the late sttempt on the President’s
life.

The ball which pieveed the President’s side split the
“ Stadwart ” fction at Albany, and carried political
death 1o Ulysses X, Grang, ratil lately 2 Dictator whose
mandates it was trestson o disobey  The election of
Miller to suceeed Platt, and of Lapbam to fill the seat
in the Senate lately oceupied by Conkling, relegates the
< Third Ter= " Pretender into private lite for an inde-
finite term. His falldias not been less rapid than hix
aseent.

More than one Canadian jonrual, registering the
candid contession of the Awerican press of all shades
of opinion that it wax the ¢ Spoils ™ saystem did the
foul deed of July 2nd, made loud boast that our po.
liticians were not like those Republicans —sinners, It
wits the song of the Phavisee,  Office-hunters, » wire-
pullers,” and “emrpet-bagers ™ are as common, and
a<useful jor mischiefl in Canada a3 in the States,



