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The following reductions on rates
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Subsidy Granted Yukon Territory.
Commissioner Jas. H. Ros of the
Yuk: passed through the city Sun-

day. returning from Ottawa, where

he 15 been In connection with Yukon
depaitmental matters.  Mr. Ross Is
returiing to what he objects to being
cll | the frozen north, the Yukon,
Wwhero it will now be glorious sum-
mer.

"1t may seem strange to you." sald
Mr. lioss conversing with a reporter
Free Press at the depot, “to
nov that lands fo lcultural pur-
posi- ure now being placed on the
These lands are being sold
$1.00 per acre. Now we
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THE COMMERCIAL.

van't grow oranges there.
‘tan you In your Manitob:
Some Important measures were put
through on Mr. Ross' recommendation
(o the Foderal house.  He has been
successful n obtaining from the gov-
“inment a grant similar to the pro-
Vinclal subsidy, Just how much this
grant would be Mr. Ross was not pre-

No more

vared to say, but stated that when
e supplementary  estimates  were
brought dow they would include a

it for the Territory, Here-

I
tofore the public works of Yukon were
\

run on wmonies collectied  from I
resenues. Among the uses this money
Will be put o, is, It is expected, the
building  of * five new  schools
Ihe increasing  populution  and the
fuct that a large number of fumilios
are now making Dawson g
te

I numbe
Phere are already s:ven,
these has cight rooms.  New roa

new bridges and other Improyenents
: to be made.

he lessening  of ‘he royally
charges,” sald Mr. Ross, “from o (o
21a per cent. will no doubt be received
with  great  sausfaction. he col-
lecting of the royalty wiil be handled
in such a way from this out that there
Wil be few escape, and the low rates

now makes it « payment for all
The country s not golng to sufler
from these lower rates. 1 predict
that this year will give a bountiful
shov.ng wher  the gold oulput has
been totalled.”

A provision has now been made

whereby the grouping of claims can be
made to be worked by hydraulic in-
stead of each claim having an indivi-
dual registration.

The amendment to the Dominlon
law giving the Yukon the local ca
trol of the liquor trathic has been car-
ried by the commissioner in council,

and Mr. Loss belicves that now the
traffic: will be regulated with greater
case,

Orders in council have been put
through at Ottawa ‘o do aw with
the Individual miecs  certificate.
That 18, a worker on the mine need

not now, us at one time was the case,
take out Iner's certificate.
The rule, of cour stll applies Lo
wine owners. As this cost the mine
worker §10 per year, he will recelve
the news that does not have to
pay this sum with considerable satis-
taction.

This year a start will be m
the buliding of 52 miles of
from Dawson city into the
river district.  ‘Lhis 15 to be
by private individuals. The line runs

and Forks and will open up
considerable trade with the perman-
ent camps along Stewart Creck and

will lead te the establishing of towns.

Mr. Meighen in Winnipeg.

Rubert  Melghen,  president  of
the Lake of the Woods Milling Co.
arrived in Winnipeg on Monday after-
noon from Moutreal i1 the private car
Earnscliffe,uccompanl: .« by his daugh-
ter and Miss McDougul, of kEngland.
He will be in town for & day or 8o
and will then continue his journey to
the coust,

During the course of an interview
Mr. Meighen discussed the company's
plans and matters pertaining to tone
milling industry of itoba, Asked
if his company would erect many new
elovators in the west this summer Mr.
Meighen replied that it was their in-
tention 10 incr v
company’s ele very materially.
“1 haven't the spectacles lo see closely
enough into what the iuture lLolds,”
sald Mr. Meighen, “to tell what crop
Manitoba will be blessed with this fall,
but by the large number of incoming
settlers  the acreage, at any rate,
should be larger than last year and
the prospects are good from that
standpoint.”

Referring to the elevator bills now

fore the commitlee at Ottawa Mr.
Melghen sald “all the bills on this
matter that are required 1 belleve is
simply a bill providing for freedom of
shipment, that Is, giving the shipper
the right to ship his grain any way he
likes."

The most important questions the
people of Manitoba have to deal with
are preferential trade and the trans-
portation question.

“Up to the present time the trans-
pertation question affecting Manitoba
has been considered only as far as
Fort Willlam. They have not gone
into the question of transportation

farti er cast. The fact is the farmer
is not through with the transportation
of his product until they reach con-
sumers in the forelgn market We
vant more vessels on the lakes to
freight the grain across to the south
of Lake Superior at proper terminals
I connection with low grade rail-
L am a believer In the French

ways,
river scheme. 1 expect to see Braln
huuled at e per bushel.”

caking of the British import tax
und the likelihood of a preferential
policy towards the colonies Mr, Mei-
Bhen” was very emphatic in his opin-
lon that the exporters of wheat and

flour from other countries into Great
Britain would be the o to pay the
extra charge imolved by this duty

and that the burden would not come

on the British consume: his is a
matter that aflects Manitoba  very
strongly, Mr. Meighen said, and at

the present time so far as he could
learn, ther. was no agitation here in
favor of a British preference of
Canada.

kngland is the great consumer of
our products,” he said, “we are part
of the empire and we expected a pre-
ference maturally in that market. I
understand the Canadlan government
have tuken the matter up and this may
lead to a change in the fiscal policy
ol Great Britain towards colonial
products.  The great industry of Mani-
tubia und the west ought to be the
milling Industry. Present conditions
hamely, u higher duty levied on flour
in the British market than on wheat
Wil prevent  the manufacture of
flour in Canada for export. Our rall-
Ways carry wheat cheaper than flour,
the steumships rates on flour are al-
o higher than for wheat. The Eng-
lish willers have 8c. per bbl. of & pro-
tection aguinst import flour from other
tountries. And therefore it all means
that mills for high grade Manitoba
wheat to grind for export
farket of Great Britaln should be
vstablished in London, Glasgow, -
ster and Dublin. Beyond question
the producer on the American contin-
ent will pay the duty levied by Eng-
land not the British consumer. In a
word the present fiscal policy of Bri-
tain will transfer the manufacture of

flour consumption in Great Britain
from this continent to the other side
of the water. ‘The im)

port tax n
the luterest of the British people and
the consumers.”

Activity at Port Arthur.

Port Arthur, oOnt, y 2—The
carly opening of navigation has Infus-
ed w most marked spirit of activity
into the industrial life of the town
and on every hand is to be seen signs
of progress and thrift. The steamers
of the C. P, R. and Beatty lines are
daily bringing to port large consign-
ments of merchandise, both for local
trade and for shipment
centres of trade in the west, and
those who are considered capable of
accurately sizing up the situation be-
speak for Port Arthur a bright fu-
ture.

The advent of the Canadlan North-
ern rallway to this point is, perhaps,
the most important factor in promot-
ing commercial and Industrial activity
as hitherto the forwarding business to
the west being exclusively in the
hands of the C. P. R. that corporation,
as Is well kuown, handled all the
transfer business at Fort Willlam, but
since the opening of the Canadian
Northern through the Rainy River
country and on to Winnipeg with the
eastern terminus at Port Arthur this
town is enabled to control a fair
share of the rapidly lncnnllel! carry-
Ing business of the west. The con-
struction of the latter has also most
materlally operated to the advantage
of the town, and although the line is
now in a large measure complete still
the construction of terminal facilities
here is at the present time giving em-
ployment to a large number of men,
About the middle of March the C. N.
R. began the bullding of a large ex-
tension to dock No. 2, where the
steamers of the Beaty line land and

where ultimately the rallway Is to
load the western freight. Owing to
the limited facllities of the dock at

the present time the ‘eamers after
discharging the local freight are com-
pelled to move to dock No, § for the
purpose of unloading through freight.
The extension now being constructed
will, when completed, afford ample
facilities for the handling of all freight
at No. 2 dock. A large force of men
are now pushing the work and in less
than a month's time the work will be
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completed and the forwarding of
westbound freight will be executed In
a most expeditious manner.

Besides the above work the C. N.
R. are also actlvely engaged In pr
paring the station grounds between
the C. P. R. t=ark and the water frunt.
Since commencing this work some ten
or twelve bulldings have

er street.  The majority of these
bulldings were considerably the worse

spectacle at the harbor front, and by
their removal a marked improvement
has been effected In this locality. The
ground Is now being graded and put
in shape for the track and station
bullding. The report s circulated with
very general credence that the two
ct & unlon de-
pot of considerable dimenslons, the C,
P. R. occupying the northerly and the
C. N. R. the southerly part, and be-
tween the respective stations will run
an archway to the docks, and if this
arrangement Is carrled out, it will be
a great accommodation to
as well as a very conslderable addi-
tion to the architectural appearance
of the locality.

Canadian enterprise has been vindi-
cated during the past year by the or-
ganization of the company known as
the Ca.ada Furpiture Manufacturers,

. The Company owns and
operates fuctories in twelve Ontario
towns and cities, the total number of

factories  being  twenty-one. Their
plans also include the operation of
saw mills at Wiarton, and of plate

gluss works at  London, and extend
over every branch of household furni-
ture and every grade of goods, from
magnificent bedroom suit. f a qual-
ity 10 suit the home of the millfnaire,
to kitchen chairs and tables of sound
workmanship at a price to suit the
pockets of the artizan.

As shown at the recent meeting of
the shareholders of the company, the
!naugural year has been one of grati-
fying success, and the new year,
marked as it is at the outset by the
manufacture for the first time in Can-
ada of the Sectional bookcases, which
are now becoming so popular on the
other side, promises an equally large
or an even greater volume of business.

The needs of the West are well
looked after by four travellers, who
report good business all over, while
A number of attractively got up cata-
logues cover the stock lines which can
be udvantageously treated in this way.

A Montreal despatch says the exe-
cutive of the Canadian Pacific has ap-
proved and ordergd the following con-
struction work for the present seasol

itoba and the Northwest Terrl-

tories

West Selkirk extension from West
Selkirk to Winnlpeg Beach,

Forest extension from 'orest on
the Great Northwest Central, west-
ward, for 42 miles.

ellwood extenslon from Well-
wood, at the end of Macgregor ex-
tension to Brookdale, 10 miles,

‘Waskada extension, from Waskada
westward for 20 miles,

Snowflake extension, from Snow-
flake, 10 miles southeasterly, to Mo-
berly.

Yorkton extension, from Yorkton
33 miles northwesterly.

Pheasant Hills extension, 100 miles
northwesterly from main line.

From Lauder on Souris branch to
Glenboro, 70 miles.

From Lauder to western boundary
of Manitoba 24 miles.

“rom Osborne on Pembina section
36 miles southwesterly,

In British Columbia 35 miles will
be constructed on the Arrowhead and
Kootenay railway, from Lardo on
Kootenay Lake to Girard
Lake. A cut-off will be made on the
main line from Field to Ottertard T
n‘;llel by which grades will be improv-
ed.

Of the above work the road to Wi..-
nipeg Beach is completed. The Forest
extension work is proceeding; the
grading on the Waskada, Wellwood
and Snowflake extenslons fs nearly
finished. The contract for the Pheasant
Hills_extension has been awarded to
Mr. Stewart, and the grading work
will be started at once. Mr. J. D.
McArthur, the contractor started work
Monday morning on the grading for
the Yorkton extension with about 200
men and 70 teams. Mr. McA:
100 men and 50 teams at work grading
on the Forest extension and on the
Snowflake extension.




