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hut we value the contribution as it fe a
first step in the riglit direction, and will ho
continued yecarly. In the men time we
nst stili depeud on friends at home for

help in the shape of clothing and other
useftil articles.

POPULÀTI0N-TflE TIDE TURNENG.

Yeu wvi11 be glad te learn that our statis-
tics for the past Year exhibie a more favor-
able state of things than at any former
time. Tliis t de flrst time since the ceai-
niencemuent of the mission tlîat I can report
a positive increase of population. lie
whole number of hirths on the island hau
been 60, and the whole number of deatlis
50; leaving a balance of Io on the right
side. This sinall increase is a hopeful
symptem, and we cherîsh a hope that un-
der the benign amd healthy influence of
Christianity it will continue. The decrease
of population on these islands fa xiot sur-

sigte thi-se ivho know the previeus
ICabits o0f the natives, and the evil inituences
to whicli thecir contact .vitli white mea have
cxposed tliem. If the gospel liad preceded
rather than followed commerce on these
islands the results miglit have been differ-
cnt. Christianity insteafi of being the
harbînger of disease and death among these
barbarous tribes, lias jlrst coîne in time te
save them from extermination. We know
from Seripture and observation that godîf-
ness lins the promise of this life as welI as
of that which is to corne. On many of the
Pacifie Isles wliere Christianity has been
faîrly establishied the population îvhich was
formerly on the deeline, is now on the in-
crease. It lias ended, war, infanticide,
the strangulation of. -vidows, gross fat-
morality in varions formns on this island,
and offcred a salutary check te many evils
and destructive influences; ana were it
flot for the gose1, it is hîghly probable
that thore wou Id be very few 'natives
living on this island to.day. Many of the
people appear to-be sensible of this; and
they value the Christian religion as a greait
eartlilly boon, as well as on acconut of the
spiritual blessings wliich it confers.

CIVILIZATXO.

The civilization of the isianders lias flot
kept pace with theïr Christian preg-1is.
I have semetimes been disappoiiited at this,
bnt reflection coavinces me that niy expec.
tations have been unreasonably' higli.
Time is an daement ia every great, permat
nant, and healtby change a * ong aun.y
people. The wliole history of nationis
shows that civilization is a ver progresive
,work. To rescue any people tant he low-
est depths of liumqn degradation, and raise
them, te the sanie elevaticra as ourselves is
flot the work of a few years, but of màny
generations. No mnan who bas net lived

for years ataong a people likec thus is cern-
petent te form a correct estiînate of their
progress. To judge fairly on this subjeet,
we mnust go dowa to the point whenee their
advaacement commences, and this is
far beneatlî wliat any person bora and
brouglit up in a Christian country can pos.
sibly conceive. It is verZ lificuit te
fathom the intellectisal, social, and Moral
degradation of these islanders in their
lieathen state; and quite impossible futlly
te describe it. If we ceatrast the preseat
stase of the Aueitumese with their cendi-
tien tWenty.years ago, there is ne ground
for discouragement : thte wveader is nlot that
their plros lias been s0 smnall, but that
it lias been se great. Christianity founCt
theni naked, painted and repulsive savages,
they are now more or less clothed, and not
a few of theai sit at the feet of Jesus in
their riglit minds : Chiristianity feund theat
without a written language, living in all
the darkness of heatlienism, and Uittte ele-
vated above the brute creatien; sliey now
possess a Christian literature, and the nia-
jority of the people are able te read the
wonderftil works of God fa their own
tongue; Chrfstianity found thein killing
and devouring eaeh other, and practising
the rnest revolting crimes; they now ]ive
fa comparative security, and humnan life
and property are perliape as safe here as fn
any part of the world: Christianity founfi
them indolent, wretelied, and destitute of
almost overy conifort orf life; the people

are ow iprevngj their habits, raise
abundance orf food, a somne of thern have
conifortable lieuses. But white we thank
God for the change which we have seen,
it rnust be acknowledged that a great work
still reniains te be done, and we long tcr se
these islanders rise far ahove thei present
position. The chief hinderances tu their
rapi progress in'ci vilizati on are that wveak-
neas and înstability of chaicter se commonte barberons tri bes, and the absence of ex.
ternal lhvourable influences, for the majority
orf our countrnmen who visit these istands
are a disgrace te civilization, and their
general influence fi employed te degrade,
neot te elevate the natives.- Our primary
work as Christian Misçionaries is the evan-
gelization of the natives; but we mnust aim
at their civilization aIse, for an enliglitened
and vigoeus Christianity canneS exias
wîthout it.

< To be continuerl.)

Voyage and Settiemient of Mr.
Gordon on Espirltu Santo.

»Y 1EV. 4T. G. PATON.

Jine 7th.-Weiglied ancher and isiled
for Sante with a fair wind; came in a'igbs
of it nexs evening, aad' on the 9tli, îÔon

Ete gloine ailb lottign secotb.


