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And so when I wake up this week it is my student duty not to 
be funny about it because now everything is so serious and only 
somebody with a twisted blackcomedy mind like myself which 
is anti social could possibly find anything funny in it so I go 
metaphorically back to sleep and I retreat from reality and I 
will tell you all instead a nice pure little feary story.

Once upon a time there were three thousand or so bears wno 
lived happily in the middle of a big forest and the/ were very 
happy little bears for there was Papa Bear but no Mama Bear 
which may have something to do with it and there were as 
say three thousand Baby Bears. And Papa Bear gave them each 
day their daily porridge and the spoons were counted afterwards 
and there was never any case of anyone eating porridge that a 
not theirs for each bear carried with him at all times a sma 
piece of specially-engraved birch-bark which had great magical 
properties and safeguarded the family against possible consump
tion of their porridge by non-Bears.

Now Papa Bear having such a large family was as you may 
well understand a very busy Bear and since he was a very con 
scientious Father (there was not a sparrow fell n*he' 
the forest but He knew of it) he had a number of Uncle Beats to 
assist him in the task of bringing up all the little Baby Bears. And 
to make sure that the Uncle Bears did their work as conscien
tiously as He did, (for he was a truly Fatherly Be*r) He 
over the Uncle Bears a number of Overbearings and they fulfilled 

every word with that reverence for His goodness and love and 
that faith in his unsearchable wisdom that is naturally given to 
any true Father. And all was happy in the Big Forest.

But Papa Bear was not altogether happy. For he (and at fust 
He alone) knew that there was a world Outside of the B,9 F°rest, 
and he knew that in that world there were Wolves. Now it is not 
easy for a Wolf to kill a Bear, certainly not a Big Papa Bear but 
you see Wolves have a habit of hunting in packs, and it is possible 
for a pack of wolves to overcome a bear. And Papa Bear knew 
that this was indeed what was happening Outside die Forest and 

afraid for all his little baby bears, for they knew no
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In fact so naive were they that they had already made friends 
with some Wolves, because (you know) Wolves are cunning and 
clever and can, do all sorts of tricks that PO^ ^ble-witted 
little bears do hot know. And Papa Bear warned his family ■ My 
children trust not these Wolves that are come among you, tor 
verily they would destroy you and all the family, and 
the Forest itself " And indeed there were many who believed
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and ft I were to tell you them all, you would not be able to go 
. . t ht o'clock as all good children should. But at length,

one of Ïe wo!vL "ho was (believe it or not) masquerading as an 
Uncle Bear said and did unforgiveable things about the sacr 
pieces of birch-bark that were part of the treasured heritage o 
Rear ,ifp apH culture; and he was sent out into the Forest m 
disarace. And some of the baby bears (who were very soft-hearted)
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