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The address of Hon. J. B, M. Baxter,
K. C, in the Currie hearing before

‘No Doubt That Continental Lumber Compam
ager, Cut Much More Lumber

_ Quantity on Which They Paid
Which He Claims He Copdemnied—Som -
Charactep—Mr. Copp’s Effort To Involve Hon. Arthur Culligan—My, |id to
Baxter Pays Merited Tribute To Commissioner Friel. :

Mr. Commissioner Friel in Moxfcton
on Thursday evening was an eloquent
and forceful summing up of the evi
dence adduced the

be drawn from it. Mr. Baxter had no
difficulty in demolishing the flimsy
structure of defence erected on behalf
of Mr. Currie- by A. T. LeBlanc. He
showed that aside from the evidence
of Soaler Murchig, the Continental
Lumber Company's own record of the
logging operations showed a cut of
7,934,025 syperficial feet of lumber on
which at {u. .umpage rate, the com-
pany of which Mr, Currie was man-
ager should have pald to the province
$10,472.89. Instead of paying its just
dues the company paid on the return
submitted to the Crown Lands depart-
ment by Mr. Murchie after his con-
versation with Mr. Currie and this
showed a cut of 4,488,000 feet the stum-
page on which amounted to $6,006.30.
This was the amount the company
paid and the province actually lost
$4,466.59 through the action of the
man charged. *

to| mitted to the premier and on which

charges did nbt differ in one fota from
the form in which they were first stib-

the premier took no action except.to
secure . statement from Currie. It
Currie's “statement was sufficient’ to
justify the premier's, failure to act on
A €1t was algp sufficient ‘to
- issuance of the commission
afiigate. The premier, he con
should have acted In the mat-
ter, when he first saw the affidavit and
not'have waited until formal charges
were laid in the Legislature.

Two Classes of Charges.

Continuing” Mr. Baxter sald the
charges were divided into two classes,
the first of which was based on Cur
rie’s own conversation with Murchie in
which Murchie swore Currie sald that
Murchie should mnot make his report
of the Continental cut too high, should
not make it for more than 4,500,000
feet and that he (Currie) would look

Currie had settled -the Continéntal '
L ;;':h SOmvaar &, - Sihmpage the| The first part of the charges d
o ouse. ¥ 9
in 8 AR I 1K 1A Do pended upon the evidence of Joseph
Lapointe and Archibald Murchie on
the one side and William Currie and
Daniel Richards on the other. No ex-
ception could possibly be taken to the
evidence of the witness Lapointe. He
accompanied Murchie to the Currie of-
fice at Charlo. He had no interest in
the matter and was not informed be.
forehand of the object of Murchie's

chie got to the Currie office he said
to. Currfe that he had come to make
some settlement in
stumpage after which Currie took Mur-
chie into another room the door of
which was closed.
that Currie and Murchie were in, that
office together for twenty minutes or
a half an hour. /It might have been a
shorter time but as near as witness
could judge was twenty minutes or
half én hour. (

Currie’s version of the visit of Mur

told him of = the
1 Murchie and’ Lapointe
‘the: office. Currie ‘does not
\ le said before he went in-
to the inder office that he wanted to
speak 19 him about the lumber scale
or words to that effect but would not
swear mt he did not.”
Currle claims that Murchie made no
c:.m of an alteration in the lum-
cut or scale and that his advice
not to get in trouble was just general
advice. This, Mr. Baxter thought was
a mmmm statement and one
the : oner could hardly be ex-

Province Than the

accept. When asked if
Murchie suggested that he should pull
the stumpage down Currle replied
that he Was unable to remember. that
he did. ‘Was most peculfar that hig
memory should be so faulty on an im-
portant” point when he clearly recol-
lected m of minor importance
oceurring in connection with the affair.
It was al8o very istrange that Currie
could not glve a good reason for his
advice to Murchie not to get himself
into trouble.

Lapointe’s’ Evidence.

Peculiar Evidence.

Mr. Baxter then quoted from ‘the
evidence.of Currie as follows:

At page 364:

Q. Was there anything in the con-
versatiom betwecn you that would call
for your glving him a tip not to get
himself into trouble to please anybody?

A—Theré was this, I never liked
the system, and I never in my Jife—

Q—You were not discussing the
system?

A —We had discussed it.

Q—1 ask you plainly, was there
anything in the conversation between
you and Murchie on that occasion
that c¢alled for the remark that you
were going to give him a tip not to
"b::l h?un-elt into trouble to please any-
0

y
Currie’s Version, "A—The only thing,
general system.

Q.—Was there anything in that con-

Lapointe swore that whed Mur-
regard to the

Lapointe sworp

I knew tile

LeBlanc¢'s question: - =

“It was some timef( final

‘Also at page 366 in amswer to Mr.

“What was Murchie telling you?
You knew he was just making his
return?” 3

A.—Yes, he told me he was.
"This was a confession that Currie
knew that at the time of Murchie's
conversation he was raakingg his final
return. !
Mr. LoBlanc.—"“Mr. Currie does not
80 to confession.” ~
Mr. Baxter—“Well he ought t0.”
Mr. Baxter continwing contended
that Murchie's version' of the conver-
sation with Currie on the train agreed
well with Currie’s report of it. When
Murchie talked with Richards it was
at the time when he 'was about to put
in his estimate but mot his final re-
turn, whereas the conversation with
Currie was held when the final return
on which stumpage would be paid was
in preparation.

Mr. Baxter claimed that Mr. Le:
Blanc's attempt to whittle down the
cut of the Continental Company, had
not been ul. - That
cut almost 8,000,000 feet of lumber,
as shown by Purvis' own statement
of the settlement with thelr logzers.

Currie Knew of the Cut.

Mr. Baxter also argued that when
Currie talked with Murchie he was
well informed as to the.cut of his
company, although the operations had
not been finished. On this point he
said Currie had the knowledge, or the
means of knowledge, in his posses-
sion. He knew what he expected to
geot out as the season’s operations, arnd
he could tell at any time by simply
referring to the log book what had
been scaled or estimatal by bis
scaler, Purves.

“More than that he made settlements
upon the figures given by this very
log ‘book ‘as was shown by the testi-
mony of Henry Diotte, who swore that
he settled with Currie himself in the
presence of and with the assistance of
Mr. Allen, the bookkeeper.”

Continuing, Mr. Baxter said: “Now
Currie says he was opposed to the sys-
tem which had prevailed. Possibly so
yet Richards swears he told Currie of

after him (Murchie) so that the gov-
ernment would not make trouble for
him. Murchie swore that Currie told

chie is found first on page 334 of the
fevidence. Currie said that when Mur-
chie same in the office “I was filled

Premler Took No Action.
In opening Hon. Mr. .Buter first

versatl

versiglon, only in “a general way.|but whether th
referred to the manner in which the!him that if he made the reduction he'!with wonder as to what took him there, The Whole lumbermen were sick of | hefore his alec S‘;‘:’ ‘;’:: :ro:octh(l:;:ﬂ;;
charges had been lald. They had been) would have nothing to fear. As a re- He came in and sat down and com:|the system. »

sult of the conversation between Mur-
chie and Currie it is alleged in the

openly made before the Legislature and

menced talking about the scale. 1
there had been no attempt at evasion.

sald, ‘Mr. Richards told me you and he

A—No, not in that particular con-

Again at page 365:
Q.—Any of these things that, Mur-

the ) settlement - which he claims to
have made with Murchie. Murchie de-
nies that there was such a settlement

on that called for that remark?

have known, that a settlement had
been made between Murchie and Cur-

- ing a general denial and a statement

The insinuation which had appeared|charges that the stumpage statement
in certain newspapers that an effort/of the cut of the Continental Com-
had been made to trade the charges|pany was reduced from 6,780,582 feet
off with the government was absolutely | to 4,615,562 feet or a reduction of 2,
without foundation. No such effort|165,290 feet. :

had been made. Before the charges| The other charge was that Currie
were publicly made in the house the|had caused stumpage to be paid to
premier had been given a copy of the|the provinte on the reduced state-
affidavit ‘on, which they were based|ment, well knowing that it was ?ot a
but his only action was to secure from | proper st of the y's op-
Mr. Currie a counter affidavit contain-|erations in 1916-17 and thereby de-
frauded the province of a portion of
its revenue.

and commenced

When going oul
said ‘Ack, don't

give you a tip,

from Daniel Richards that he had not

Bargai

CENTRAL

C. & E. Everett, Hats and Furs ........ Charlotte Street
F. W. Daniel & Co., Dry Goods . .. ...., Charlotte Street
F. A. Dykeman 8¢ Co., Dry Goods ... ... Charlotte Street
J. & J. Manson, Millinery and Dry Goods, Charlotte Street
Hunt's Clothing Store, Men's Outfitters . . Charlotte/Street
Emerson & Fisher, Hardware........... Germain Street
Francis, & Vaughan, Boots and Shoes ...... King Street
Miss Kate Hennessey, Hair Goods and Switches,
- Charlotte Street
Marr Millinery Co., Millinery.... .. ....Charlotte Stre=t
Macaulay Bros., Dry Goods ........ ...... King Street
D. Magee Sons, Hats and Furs ...... ...... King Street
Waterbury & Rising, Boots and Shoes . ... .. King Street
Scovil Bros., Ltd., (Oak “Jall), Ladies” Wear and !

Men’s Furnishings ........... ...... King Street
A. Gilmour, Men's Clothing. .. ...... ..... King Street
W. E. Ward, Men'’s Furnishings ...... ..... King Street
E. G. Nelson, Books ar. ~.ationery ......... King Street
McRobbie's Shoe Co., Boots and Shoes . . . .. .. King Street
O. H. Warwick, China and assware ......, King Street
P. M. Levine, Boots and Shoes .. ........ Charlotte Street'

- this one day. = Almost every i

settled the scale’ He got out a pencil

‘just do the best you can so long as
you don’t do anything that is wrong.’

his hand on Murchie’s shoulder and
to please anybody. Ack, I'm going to
trouble to please anybody’.”

Later on Currie said he thought it was

the night he and Murchie had the row
on the train that Richards told him he

chie says would seem to be to the
ordinary mind, very good reasons for
giving a man the warning, “don't get
vourself in trouble” You say you
cannot point out anything to me in
the conversation that would afford a

to figure and I said,

t Currie said he put

reason for making that remark to
get yourself in trouble him?
don't get yourself In A.—Net particularly, only in a gen

eral sense.
Q—You eannot name one blessed

be a reasom for making that remark?

rie, a settlement unauthorized by law
and not based upon the actual cut.

“When Murchie and Currie talked
Currie knew, or could have known,
within 100,000 feet of what the com-
pany had actually got out. If there
was no suggestion of wrong doing why
did he give the advice to Murchie
which he says he did? If these sub-
jects were not being discussed at all
why did Currie refer to the cut on pri-
vate lands? With reference to this he
either lied or was badly mixéd up be-

lthing in the conversation that would

A.—Nothing particular, only in a

n

CENTRAL
Semi-Ready Stote, Men's Clothing ... ......
Ross Drug Co., Pure Drugs . ......
H. Mont Jones, Furs . .............
~T. McAvity & Sons, Hardware, etc.
J. T. Wilcox, Dry Goods . . ... .. .

American Clothing Store, Men's and Boys’

Chothing . .v .. ...
W. H. Thorne & Co., Hardware, Paints etc. ..
W. H. Hayward Co., Ltd., Crockery and

Classware ...... ...
D. Bassen, Dry Goods . . . ..
M. C. Hetherington, Notions and Dry Goods

ce s eN e

s ee e saan

*ees e o

: Charlotte Street
L. Chester Brown, Dry Goods...... ...... King Square

«es +s.. Charlotte Street

A. E. Everett, Furniture . . . .
D: McArthur, Stationery . . . .
* Frank Skinner, Millinery . . .. ... ....
King Square Sales Co., Dry Goods . . .

SOUTH END

Daylight Store, Dry Goods ...... ...... Charlotte Street

A glance in the windows of the Dollar Day

\

+++++ «.Charlotte Street

Charlotte Street

. Bagatelle or not,
why was it discussed between them?

Currie’'s Own Story.

chie’s testimony. This is Curfie’s own
evidence. The remarkable fact which
concurs  with this  testimony and
throws a great deal of light upon it
is found that the Continental Lumber
Company had cut over 500,000 feet on
granted lands from farmers. This is
Murchie's entry on the final return.
Explain his previous estimate which
exceeded the amount of the final re-
turn. It seems very significant that
Currie should admit that he mentioned
Adelare Melanson to Murchie during
this important conversation in’connec-
tlon with the subject' of part of the
cut being on granted lands, and that
these should not be included in the re-
turn. If Currie really believed that
the amount of the cut had been set-
tled between Richards and Murchie,
why was it necessary for him to go in-
to this detall concerning private land?
If the figure had been settled did he
expect to have it changed? This would
hardly be comsistent with the theory
which he now sets up-that the whole
thing was done by Richards and he
took no part in it. On the other hand,
if he did not consider that the adjust-
ment. had really been made or had
been finally made between Richards
and Murchie the discussion of just
such elements would be very material.
“It is Quite evident that Murchie
used- material of this character as a
reason for reducing his estimate. At
all events by the month of August Cur-
rie knew what the cut was or else he
blindly kept from knowing. It was not
then too late for him to be honest and
to avoid so far as he was concerned the
pernicious consequences of the system
which he hypocritically affects to de-
spise and deplore. But what does he
do? With full knowledge that the com-
pany's cut was at least 7,984,025 what
hills should he have expected from
the government?

Purves’ Estimate.

“Take Purves' estimate which is un-
doubtedly favorable to the company.
He estimates 20 per cent. of spruce
and pine, 20 per cent. of cedar and 60
per cent. of fir in the cut. Applying
these percentages to the total taken
from his own books we have:

“Spruce and pine, 1586805 ft. at
$1.50—%2,380.20.

“Fir, 4,760,415 ft. at $1.20, $5,712.49.
“Cedar, 1,586,805 ft. at $1.50, $2.
380,20

“Total, 7,934,025 ft.—$10,472.89.

“But what Currie actually paid is
this:
“Spruce

+|abusing and dishonoring the p

“We are not here relying on Mur-

system. < Of ‘he af
er of 12100 of the compan;

profits directly to the amount of
or more money than he dra:

of speaker of the House of A
“But he 'tries to escape. He
the logs will not saw out. Th‘::
the test. Stumpege iz based u i
scale, not the product of the saw.
Loggie says that clearly. Log
governs irrespective of whether i
logs will saw out to contents or not."”

Compliments Commisstoriwes

In conclusion Mr. Baxter asked {i
commissioner to find that the eharges
had been proven and complimented the|
commissioner upon the fair manner
which the investigation had been eg :
ducted. Mr. Friel, he said, had be
most impartial and fair and he ‘Wi
glad to have this opportunity of payi
this tribute to him.

Mr. Copp’s Conduct.

| As to the conduct of the governme
counsel, Mr. Copp, Mr. Baxter nﬂ‘

The government of thet province of}
New Brunswick has been 1epresented
oa this inquiry by my friend Mr. Copp.
I have already had occasion to coms
ment upon the fact that at certajp
times during the conduct of the in-
vestigation he received his suggestions
directly from the accused, Currie. &
very peculiar position, I thought, for
the government cdfinsel to occypy. 1
regret that I am not able to say that
in ‘my opinion the government has
done no service to the province by
|hnvlng itself apparently represented

by counsel here. Mr. Copp professes
to desire to investigate the system |
on behalf of the province, It has been
brought out in evidence here that there |
were the following operators in Resti-
Bouche county for several years
past:— ' =

The Contimental Lumber Cotmpany,

The Richards Lumber Company.

A. & J. Culligan. g

The Louison Lumbey Company.

The Shives Lumber Company.

The Dalhousie Lumber Company.

The P, Q. Lumbe: Lompany,

The Mowatts.

W. H. Miller Company, Ltd., and

The Sydney Lumber Company.

It certainly calls for remark that
out of these ten companies, while the
Continental was directly under investi: |
gation, so far as Mr. Currie's act in-
volved it, and there was some inei-
dental reférence to the Richards Com-
pany because the president of that
company stated that between his com-
panyand the Continental they tried
to “get by” as he expressed it, with
the stumpage on a particular lot of
land, yet those matters were brought
out by the prosecution. Of the other
eight operators not a question was
asked by the government counsel witi
reference to the system prevailing with
regard to any other that Messrs, A
J. Culligan. -It' is not necessary for
me to suggest that this has been done

cause in his testimony he mentions

St. John Retail Merchants’

Dollar Day

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21

‘Below 15 a list of the $tores which will display the Official Black and Gold Banners
SHOP AT THESE STORES AND SAVE MONEY

. King Street
. King Street

King Stree: Wasson's
King Street Gray's 8

J. Morgan

King Street

Amdur's Department Store, Complete Furnishers

. .Princess Street
. v Charlotte Street

Waterbury & Rising, Boots and Shoes
Kominsky & Baig, Ladies’ Clothing . . ..

F. A. Johnson, Ladies’ Clothing

J. Marcus,

Ideal Shoe Store, Boots and Shoes

Waterbury & Rising, Boots and Shoes
D. J. Barrett, Stoves, Kitchenware, etc.
M. J. Mulholland, Men's Fur.ishings

NORTH END

Drug Store, Pure Drugs . . ...

oe Store, Boots and Shoes
Forsature .. =~ -

& Co., Dry Geods
WEST END

UNION STREET

. King Street H. N. DeMille, Men's Clothing ... ....
King Street Wiezel's Cash Store, Boots and Shoes . .
K]ng Squm H W King, Hats and Furs SRR N
S. Gilbert, Dry Goods . ..........

J. R. Hopkins, Printer
Alex. Lessar, Ladies’ Clothing ... ...

Stores will tonvince you that reduced prices are in order for.
ne of merchandise is represented in the Dollar Day Offerings !

. ... Union Street, West

l. .. Brussels Street

because of political opposition.
(Continued on page 6

Main Street
. Main Street
Main Street

Mill Street
.Main Street
Mill Street
.Main Street

King Street, West

Union Street
..+« Union Street

Waterloo Street
. «+ . Union Street
Union Street
.+ «.Union Street

... Brussels Street
. ... Union Street

‘,’"
&




