 WILSON DETERMINED NOT
TO PARLEY WITH BERLIN

potbd He Will Ask Congress to Break Off Diplomatic Relations—~
President Realizes This Means War, but Opposes Agitation in
Congress in Favor of Warning Americans Against Taking Pas-
sage ot Armed Merchantmen of Allies.

yi

e g
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New York, Feb, 28-=A news
lished here this afternsen says:
g2

ency despateh from Washington pub-

appearance of President Wilssn before Congress in the next

few days to announce his desire to break off diplomatic relations with
Germany was foresasted this afternoon by high administration officlals.
This action is certain to follow, one offidlal sald, If intimations com:

ing from Germap sourtes are correct.

These Intimations are that the

German foreign office (s sending instructions to Ambassador Bagfistortt
to play for further delay in the termination of the Lusitania dispute and
for @ ftong discussion of teshnicalities over the armed merchantmen de-
cree scheduled to () Into effect on March

Day ' of Tensign in Congress and
Senate.

N 4
Washington, Feb, 28.-—Agitation in
for action warning Ameri:
cans off arimed ehips of the E\rmgeun
balligerents sudden'y grew td such
proportions today that the Detocrats
of the Yoreign Affairs Comtmittée vot-
od to canvass the sentiment of the
House on eéveral pending resolutions
of that nature,

Settiipont (n the Benate in favor of
some such acuon also wal openly ex-
pressed, but at the end of a day of

- , tension and agitation, sich

has not beén seen in Codgress in |-

time, the word came that Prest

detit ' Wilson etill was unalterably op

to eny such action by Congress,

and beMeved that e would only be

embarrassed thereby in. the negotia:
tlong with Gerthany.

To widely ecircnlated suggeéstions
that the situation had reached a polnt
where the president would soon lay it
before Oongress, that Secretary Lan.
sing might, in some way, defjie the
atthude of the government i a com-
tinication to Senator Stone, and that
@ time had been fixed within which
tHe United ‘States woitld expect Ger
iy 4o signify het intention to aban-
don the announced intention t0 sink

atmed metchant ships without' wart

ing, the statement was made officially
that sothing had been determined
tipon, that the situation, though grave,
etill was a walting one, afid that @o
final position wotlld be announced tn-
til Berlin was heard from,

The sudden developments at the
capital biought sufprise and Appre:
hension to the administration leaders.
While conifrofited with the possibility
of Optigressional interference, with all
its growve aspects ranging from a de
feotion from the admiinistration policy
o downright embarrasstent of the
president and the secretary of state,

leaders were confldent they would

trol the situation and leave the ex:

iive bratich of the governiment free

to catty ofi diplomatic .negotiations
with Germany. )

Froin rently authentic sources
came s t8 donight that the pres:
ident was determined that the dispite
petding with Qermany wotld be sets
tled withoit' prolonged negotiations.
Ha 1§ kiowi to believe that the breal
ing' off of diplomatic relations with
Germany maane wat, and thete will be
10 iidue haste in handling the situas
tloni dnvolving such & possibility.

The administrition view is that &
trosd and important braciple is i
volved in the tight of Ammericans to
travel  on beMigefent merchantmen,
and that this right must fiot be abail
donied.

The state departmam will wﬁo no
action pending receipt of
teulydo the request the United Btates
made last deek, through Ambassador
Vo Bernstorfl, fof dssurances (hat
the notice of intention to sink arthed
therchantmen without warning efter
et 49, does ot nullify previous

: ﬁdmmcnmmcmm Latisi-
tattla negotiations. 'ﬁm reply I8 oxe

HALIFAX
100 HAS IT3
A THOUBLES

Meeting of Busmess Men Last
Night But no Solution of
Question Arrived at

8pecial to The Standard.

Halifax, Feb. 28.—Halifax has for
many years been struggling with the
problem of & new taxation system.
Johtt MacKeen, formefly manager of
tie Bank of Nova Scotla, and now a
cotitroller, who was president of the
Tax Refortn Association, framed a
plan and antiouniced it. He favors in
patticilar & business tax. The asso
elation of which he was president re.
pudiated this as pét i barmony with
thelr views, and a new president was
eleécted a few days ago, the association
deciding to call a public meeting
whete views of all interésted might
be expressed. The meeting ook place
tonight and much eonfusion of opiu
fon developed, Mr. MacKeen finding
himself considerably in the midority.
A gection of the gathering favored
the single tax and as regards expres:
sion of opitiion that body was greatly
in the majority. ‘Then the iticome tax
whae introduced itto tl\g remarks of
many, bitAhe general efféct of the
fong and animated discussion was not
productig of any gain towhrds the
solviig of the taxatiofi problem.
far as the system introduced by Con-
troller MacKeén is conecertied, there
were ofly two spemkers who upheld
fim. The single taxers took the op
portunity to air their views very
strongly, and one of thelr most active
fenders fead u resolttion along the
jand tax lines which, however, was
fot earried, as time wonld not permit
a careful discussion of #. The meet-
ig was adjpurned shortly before mid:
night, and atother will be leld i the
niear futtre. ; N

ol il
Canal. Notth and east of Ypres our
s| guns did considerable damage to the
enemy’s positions, .

“On. our axtremn lelt we shelled
working parties \sht, and 1o
grenade fightitng ln o mine crater dis
petsed & party of enemy grenadiers.”

Russian Report.

Phirograd, via London, Feb, 28 —The
offielal statement from general head:

Pk | guarters reads:

British Meport. :
fondon, Feb, 33 (10.8 p. m.)=The
British official statement on the cam
in the west, ; {ssued . tonight
“Thpre was sofie urullery activity
fa the uunmm of La Dasse

“Western tront! Several German

cobstadt, 1n the reégion of Thsull the
Germans maintained a violent fire.
Two Zeppelins flew over Dvinsk

There was & I!ruly procal bom:
bardment near Illoukst, Germans
firitig aerial torpedoes of large eal:
bre. During the night the enetny vio:
lently bombarded our Itnes west of
fake Sventen as far as Lake Tisen.

“Catichsis front: Our pursult con-
tinues.”

THE APPINS
UAPTOR TR
AT LRGE

Report from Santa Cruz Says
British Steamer Westburn
Put in There for. Repairs in
Charge of German Prize
Crew,

london, Feb. 23 (1035 p, m)—A
despatoh received from Santa Crus,
Teneriffe (Canary Islands), says the
British steamer Westburn has put in
there for repairs, flying the German
flag, and with a prize crew of seven
men ' and one officer. The officer is
believed to belong to the German
raider Moewe,

Ld” addition 40 her own crew there
gre 206 prisoners taken from various
British vessels on the Westburn,

The Westburn left Liverpool Janu
aty 21 for Buenos Ayres,

The Westbirn is a vessel of 8,300
tonis, She was ‘built in 1898, and is
owned by J. Westall, of Sunderland:
The prisoners ofi board came from
the British steamets Flemenco, Hof-
ace, Olan Mactavish, and Cambridge,
the British bark Bdinburgh and the
Belgian steamer Luxenbours.

The Westburn, after her depatture
trom ldvenpool, was last reported as
passitig St. Vincent, Cape Vende, Feb,
4, 'The WMorence left Newport, Eng.,
for Vilpariso January 21 and the Hom
aco left Buenos Ayres Jan. 26, for Liv-
arpool.  The Lauxembourg Wwas on &
L o S

havidg d or the
ﬁ::sﬁun pc:t Jm The bark Bdins
burgh sailed from Rangoon,: India,
dept. 38, dor Liverpool. The Luxem:
botirg and the Florence had beet gace
ed oni the overdue list.

The Cambridge cannot be identified.

fhe fact that the steaier Westburm
has among the prisoners en boand men
from ‘the Biitigh steamer Clan Mac
Tayish, which wad sunk after an ex
citlng battle by the German raider
Moewe, off the west coast of Africa in
Jansary, seeningly would indicate that
the Flamenco, Horace, Bdinbutgh and
and Laxembourg had met a similar
fate. The Moewe, which captured the
British South African limer Appam,
which was later taken into Hampton
Roads by a4 German prize orew, in ad-
dition %o disposing of the Clan Mao
Tavish, destroyed six other stegmers,
the Corbridge, which probably is the
Cambridge referred to in the London
despatch; the Trader, Author, Ariadee,
Dramonby and Farringf

The Luxemboung and the Flemenco
ate the lurgest of the vessels mention:
ed i the London despatch, Both of
them oarried passengers. The. Flem:
enco, which belongs to the Pacifie
Steam Navigation Company, was a ves
sel of 4,640 tons, and the Luxembourg,

mmmv BRFECTS
GERMAN.FLEEY T0 MAKE
" DASH FOR OPEN SEA?

New York, Feb, 24—A special
Tondon cable to the Tribune says:

A high naval authority told the
Tribune. correéspondent today of a
belief, widely held in Admiraity
circles, that the German fleet may
make a dash for the open sea at
any time now, giving as a reason
for this not only the pressure of
polifical opinfon in Germany, but
the Innumerable recent reports all
pointing to the preparation of a
combined German ™ naval, aerial
and military offensive, with the
object of foreing = peace and im-
pressing neutrals.”

[BATTLE CRUISERS

ONCE MORE. IDOL
OF MEN OF NAVY,,

Unpopular W‘nel] War Came
Have Since Then Redeemed
Their Former Reputation,

London, Feb, «11; (Cortespondence)
—8peed, with snl!'lcinnt gun power to
cauge the necessary _destruction, is
now the cardinal piinciple of British
naval stratesy, d le crulsers, an
unknown qn-nm: at the beginning of
the war, have proven this principle
to the satisfaction of every man aboard
the battle cruiser .fleef, which was
vigited this week in the North Sea by
a correspondent of the Assoclated
Press.

New battle oruisers before the war
were not exactly objects of pride to
their officers and crews. On account
of the vorucity with which they con-
sumed coal, service on them was not
popular, and a government harassed
with demands for a veduction in na-
val expenditure had no reason to fa-
vor these cefinements of the super
dreadnaught school.

To prove that the battle cruiser has
redeemed its unfortunate early repu-
tation, it is only necessary to point to
the activities of this type of fighting
craft since the war began. Battle
eruisers brought Von Spee’s career to
a full stop, and they were the only big
ships which succeeded in getting into
the North Sea engagements.

8o it is not surprising that these
monsters, the biggest fighting mach-
ines afloat, are idolized by the officers
and men who fight on them.

Nearly All Have Been “Blooded”

A squadron at the opening of the
war, the battle crulsers now form the
nucleus of Ureat Britain’'s first line
fleet of naval offense. There are many
new ships among the light cruisers at-
tached to this squadron, but virtuallly
every battle cruiser in it has been
“blooded,” to use the navy's equiva-
lent for the army's “baptism of fire”
and the sailors manuing theni show
the pride and poise of veterans.

When the mist lifted for a few min-
tites; ag the correspondent stood on
the cotrol bridge of one of the battle
cruisers, the fastest fleet capable of
actual offensive operations ever gath-
eted together under one flag appeared
in view. There were more than bne
handred war vessels in the fleet, ar-
ranged in sguadrons with battle cruis-
ers,* surl ed by their screen of
faithful destroyers, oocupying the
place of honor, but with every section,
down to the humble, rusty, but vitally
fiacessary colliers, on the mark for a
flyling start if the eagerlyawaited com-
ing out of the German fleet is sig-
nalled,

REMAINS OF

owtied by the Belgium National Trans: |

pont Company of Antwerp, displaced
4832 gross tons. The Flemenco was
built i1 1906 and the Luxembourg in
1908,

The Horave, which was bullt in 1805
was 4 vessel of 3,835 tons and belonged
to the Liverpool, Brazil and River
Plate Steam Navigation Company.
The Cotbtidge is owned by the Cor:
bridge Steamship Compaity of Cardiff,
and was 4 vessel of 4,687 tons.

The Fdinbargh was a4 three-masted
barge of 1,473 tong. - EBhe was built
in 1885, Her home port was London,

B. B. LAW FOUND

—

Ottawa, Feb. 23.-~The temains of
the late B, B. Law, M. P,, were found
in the Commons ruins today. Only &
few bones were found. The location
of the discovery makes it evident that
Mr. Law had gone hack to his locker
to secure his coat when overcome,

Huns Throw Army of
lincourt and Etain i

280 000 Men at French Line Between Ma-
in Desperate Effort to Break Through—French

Ready for Omlaught, Have All Guns in Action Are Holding
Defences and Inflict Heavy Losses ofi Enemy.
X .

FAEE WHEAT
MOTION AGAIN
DEFEATED

Debate on Resolution to Abol-
ish Duties on Free Wheat
Ends in Vote of 77 to 44
Against Motion, i

Special to Tho Standard

Ottawa, Ount, Feb, 23—The free
wheat arguments are over for another
year, Today the motion to do away
with the duties on wheat and thus
take advantage of the terms of the
Simonds-Underwood tariff of the Unit
ed States to obtain free entry of Can-
adian wheat into the United States
was defeated on a party vote, except
that W. F. MacLean, the independent
Conservative member for York, voted
with the opposition.

The Liberals seem to find it lmpos
sible to realize the verdict of the coun-
try in 1911 that the national policy,
which has made Canada the flourish-
ing country that it 1s, must remain the
policy of the Domirion until such time
as it has been found wanting. But of
course it is not as an economic argu-
ment that this question is brought for-
ward yedar after year. Five years ago
it came before parHament first. It
was then, ags it i{s now, a political
question and propaganda which ap-
pealed particularly to ‘a certain sec-
tion of the country. It mattered not
that it conflicted with the interests of
the Dominion as a whole. Its advo
cates did not care whether or not it
would work out to the best advan-
tage of the whole people of Canada.

It was a vote-catching scheme to
gather the farmers of the west under
the wing of the Liberal panty.

Hspeeially since the war started it
has been a policy to be avoided. We
are ‘today on the verge of a new and
greater sclieme of national and impe-
rial and allied trade development, and
it is impossible that Canada at the
présent time should dvapnrt from- her
standards.

(( ‘ontinued on page 9)

GEN, HUGHES
NERLIES 10
L CURRE

Regarding Decorations for Gal-
lantry on Field of Battle —

Hon. Mr. Rogers Refdtes
Statements of Hon, J, A, Cal-
der, of Saskatchewan, Min-
ister of Public Works,

. gt

Ottawa, Feb. 20—Major General Sir
Sam Hughes, Minister of Militia, in
the House today made a statement in
regard to the assertion of Col. Jack
Currie, of North Simcoe yesterday. af-
ternoon that the minister and-Gen.
Alderson had stood betweén Col. Cur
rie and promotion or menfion for his
good work in the battle of St. Julien,
Today’s ‘sitting of parliament was also
made the occasion by Hon. . Robert
HRogers, Minister of Public’Works, to
characterize as untrue a statement re-
ported to have been made by Hon. J.
A, Calder, Minister of Public Works
in Saskatchewan, that Mr. Rogers had
instigated the charges recently prefer-
red against mombers of the Saskatche-
wan government in connection with
the liquor questiom.

Gen. Hughes referred to the speech
made in the House on Tuesday by
Col, Currie iu which that officer spoke

Bulletin—Paris, Feb. 23, 11.05 p m.—The battle of Verdun continues
with growing Intensity. It extends over a front of farty kilometres (25
miles), and sdven German army corps, 280,000 men, are engaged, This
announcement was made officially by the war office tonight.

Troops belonging to seven Gérman army corps, under Crown
Prince Frederick William, are engaged along a twenty-five ‘mile front
north of Verdun in a desperate effort to drive back the French defend-
ing forces, probably with the capture of the 9rut fortress of Verdun
In view. »

There had been very heavy fighting for a considerable period in this
district “of the French war zone, but within the past few days the at
taoks of the Germans have taken on additional strength. The battle
line has been extended and now reaches from Malincourt, on the west,
to Etain, on the east, with Verdun in the centre, only a few miles
southward,

The Germans claim to have made important advances, and to some
extent these are admitted by the French war office, which describes
the battle as ont of increasing intensity.

The German preparations were extensive, and the bombardment of
the French positions with thousands of shells was uninterrupted, Ag
the French had foreseen thig battle, all their available guns were cals
led into action and responded in kind to the heavy shelling of the Ger
mans.

While at some volnh the/French were unable to resist the om
slaught of the attacking forces along much of the front, according te
the Paris communication, the attacks were well sustained and very
heavy losses were inflicted on the Germans.

Ancther British steamer, the Westburp, has put into port flying the
German flag, and with a German prize crew aboard. This vessel has

.feached 8anta Cruse, Teneriffe. She has on board 206 prisoners, taken
from various British vessels, which have been sunk by German raid-
ers. .

On the Russian and Austrian fronts there has been considerable

ﬁhtln,ldthe lull .d l& ﬂ : §
ghting, an ans m * m? i m

. ed In Ve
from the c.ucnu., whare tha ﬂun na are contlnulng their pursuit

of the retreating Turks.
GERMANS THROW SEVEN ARMY CORl“S AGAINST FRENCH.

Paris, Feb. 23, via London, Feb. 24 (12.50 a. m.)—The official com-
munication issued by the war office tonight reads:

“In Belgium the destructive fire of our artillery opened several
bruchel in the German trenches in front of Steenstraete.

“To the north of the Aisne our batteries shattered enemy organiza
tion on the plateau of Vauclerc,

“In the region to the north of Verdun the German attack, as was
foreseen, developed into a very 'lmportnnt action, for which powerful
preparations were made.

“The battle continued today with increasing Intensity, and was
energetically withstood by our troops, who inflicted extremely heavy
los on the enemy. The bombardment with ghells of heavy. calibre
was uninterrupted, and our artillery responded with _equal violence,
It extended along a front of nearly forty: kilometres (25 miles) from
Malincourt as far as the region oppasite Etain. .

“The actions of the German infantry were carried out by very
heavy effectives comprising troops of seven different army-corps, who
followed each other during the course of the day between Brabant-Sur-
Meuse and Ormes.

“At the approach to the village of Haumont the enemy * was not
able, notwithstanding his efforts, to dislodge us from our positions.

“In the Bois De Caures, of which we hold the greater part,
counteratacks stopped the enemy’s offensive.

“To the east of the Bois De Caures the Germans were able to pene-

trate the Wavrille wood, following a series of bloody encounters.
* “To the north of Ormes the enemy attacks against our
Herbebols were arrested by our counter-attacks.
fantry action on the left bank of the Meuse,
Fromezey.

“In Alsace yesterday, at the end of the day, the enemy attacked
our positions to the southeast of the Carspach wood, southwest of Alt-
Kirch, An immediate counter-attack, drove him out from the greater
part of the advanced sections where he bhad gained a footing.”
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of non-recognition I v of honors

for his gallant conduct in nw battle of PP“SE HEP ll. “F
8t. Julien and had -referred to the

Minister of Militia and Gen. Alderson

a8 the two men who stood between

him and such promotion. Gen. Hughes

pointed out that as far as the cbm-

mand'and administration of the forces

at the front were concerned they 28
were absolutely independent of either
Canada or Great Britain and were di-
rectly under the field marshal in com-
mand of the British forces,

“As far as decorations are concern
ed,” sald Sir Sam, “the honorable
member for North S8imcoe had as much
to do with it as I had. ¥ven had 1
the right it would have been great
presumption on my part, not having
been on the field, to abk for a recom:
mendation for him.”

‘The minister said.he had had many
requests for recommendations. For
that matter the fact of not being singl-
ed out to receive a decoration did not
mean tBat an officér had not done his
duty equally as well as the recipient
of such an honos,
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CANADIENS WIN

Winnipes, Feb. »—l’usmﬂatp ops
position to the repeal of the bi-lingnak
clause in the Public School Act:
expressed by the . French-Canadian
|members of the leBislature today
when Hon. R. 8. Thornton, minister
of education, moved the second read.
ing of the repealing bill. Albert Pre.
fontaine, leader of the opposition, de-
clared the French-speaking citizens
of Manitoba will never submit to the
extinction of their  privileges, and
hinted that use will be made of a
clause in the Manitoba Act providing
for an appeal to parliament against
acts of legislature affecting religioua
or linguistic rights,

P. A. Talbot, who was elected as a
| supporter of the government, repudiat-
ed his party. He dénounced the poll-
¢y of the administration as a cow-
ardly attack on a weak minority. J.
P. Dumas, Liberal member for St.
Boniface, moved the adjournment of
the debate, indicating that he, too, will
quit the Liberal party on account l‘;
his opposition to the bil

Quebec, Feb. 23—The Canadiens
gave Quebec a decided setback in the
race for the N. H. A. title by defeating
the locals tonigiht by three goals to
two after a closoly contested game,
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