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PUBLIC WORKS EXPENDITURES,

Two or three days ago during the proceedings of the
House, Mr. LaBlillois expressed an unusually strong opin-
jon for him regarding the attitude taken by Chief Com-
missioner Morrissy in replying to a question asked by Mr.
Copp regarding expenditures for bridgé repairs. The
object of this question was so apparent that no one was
deceived by it, but the wording was more comprehensive
than Mr. Copp had thought and could not be answ ered
in any other way than that proposed by Mr. Morrissy,
which was to read all the details of the expenditures call-
ed for. Had Mr. Morrissy taken any other course than
he did he would immediately have been assailed for
refusing to furnish information, a charge that is forever
on the tongues of Opposition members—and a charge,
however applicable to Mr. LaBillois himself while Com-
missioner of Public Works, does not apply to the pres.
ent Administration.

Mr. LaBillois became Chief Commissioner of Public
Works in 1900 and held the office until the change of
Government in 1908, During his term a system of se.
crecy prevailed in the Department and the information
furnished regarding its transactions was of the most
meagre character and often very unreliable. It was a
period of suspense accounts and over-expenditure. Not
only were the entire appropriations voted by the Legis-
lature exhausted sometimes a year in advance of the vote
but additions were made to the permanent debt amount-
ing in the whole to $604,945.66, every dollar of which
should have been met out of the current revenue. Such
management is a reflection on the head of a department
and does not give him any particular license to criticise
his successor.

In order to analyze Mr. LaBillois’ management of
the Public Works Department it is necessary to divide
his term of office into two periods. The first from 1900
to 1902 inclusive, and the second from 1903 to 1907 in-
clusive. 'When Mr. LaBillois assumed the office there
‘was an overdraft dating from 1896 amounting to $91.-
309.31 and the over-expenditure for 1900 was $10,918.02.
In 1901 the Government received from the Dominion
275,692.18 in settlement of the Eastern Extension Claim,
and a portion of this money was used to pay off the
Public Works ever-expenditure. Not a very large sum,
however, as the balance against the Department October
31st, 1901, was $88,895.38. It was necessary therefore
to raise an additional sum to lift the Department out of
debt. A rather unique method was taken to accomplish
this,

In the fall of 1901 and winter of 1902 there had been
some destruction of bridges by freshets. This was
taken advantage of by the Government to raise two
loans, one of $150,000 to repair damages caused by the
freshet, and another of $100,000 for permanent bridges.
These loans were “for the purpose of meeting the cost of
permanent bridges which the Chief Commissioner of
Public Works may deem it necessary or wise to construct
within the Province, and for making other improvements
on public highways by work of a permanent character,
and also the further amount of $150,000 for the purpose
of meeting the extraordinary expense incurred or to be
incurred by the Board of Works by reason of recent un-
usual freshets.”

Section three of the act contained this unusual pro-
yision: “No portion of the proceeds of the sald deben-
tures first authorized in Section one shall be used to pay
for the construction of any bridge or bridges except to
take the place of bridges which have hitherto existed un-
less by special authority of the Lieutenant Governor in
Council.” In other words the Executive Government of
the Province was given authority to expend this quarter
of a mfillion dollars in any way they pleased, so long as it
was applied to the Public Works of the Province, and
that it just what they did. The money was used to wipe
out the over-expenditure and for the work on permanent
bridges. According to their own statements the damage
done by freshets was responsible for an expenditure of
only $131,375.54 or $18,624.46 less than the bond issue.
The amount expended on permanent bridges under this
fct was set down at $81,491.69 or $18,508.21 less than the
amount charged up in the permanent debt.

The total expenditures of the Publle Works Depart-
ment for the year 1900 to 1902 inclusive, were $872,997.30,
and after adding $250,000 to the permaneat debt besides
getting about $20,000 from the Eastern Extension Claim
money the Department had $11,738.28 to its credit.

Now for the second period. Following Is the state-
ment of the receipis and expenditures for Public Works
#or the years 1903 to 1907 inclusive:

Year. Receipts. Expenditures,
1903 .. .o . .. $183,909.41 $184,298.04
1904 .. o .. .0 19803827 205,626.84
1905 .. ov oo oo 201,08858 218,611.42
1906 .. .. .. .. 19748043 219,576.26

AB0T oo s i os 21399886 212,793.85
It will be seen from this statement that the expendi-

ture for 1907 exactly balances the receipts for that year.
The statement is not correct, for in the Auditor General's
report for the same year the over-expenditure of the
Public Works Department as given in the balance sheet
was $78,993.81, The only possible explanation for
omitting this large over-expenditure from the report on
Public Works is possibly due to the fact that a few
months before the Legislature had consented to an issue
©f bonds amounting to $197,065 to pay off the over-expen-
ditures of 1906 and the Department hoped by omitting
any reference to the new over-expenditure it would pos-
8ibly escape the attention of investigating members of
the House. t

_ During Mr. LaBillois' term of office the additions to
the permanent debt on account of Public Works ovem
#xpenditures were: :

For freshets .. .. .. .. veies 4o s a5 $150,000.00
For permanent bridges .... .. .. .. 100,000.00
b over-expenditure .. .. .. .. 197,065.97
ipenditures funded dn 1908 .. 157,879.69

plorable condition. This goes to ahow that & large part

.|of the money charged to the construction and repair of

bridges by the late Administration waa squandered for
political purposes, The bridges of New Brunswick sre
in better repalr today than they have been for many
years, and although & large sum will be annually required
to maintain them in this condition, the expenditures can
be conslderably curtailed in the next few years

THE NEW BRIDGE AT THE FALLS.

It is a matter of congratulation to the people of St.
John and the parishes of Lancaster and Musquash that a
working agr has been reached between the Gov-
ernment of the Province and the St. John Railway Com-
pany respecting the new bridge which is to be erected at
the Falls within a very short time, The old suspension
bridge, which was one of the earliest structures of its
kind on the continent, has about outlived its usefulness.
It was built when the population and business of the Par-
ish of Lancaster were very much smaller than at the
present time. Within recent years the traffic has been
80 greatly increased that rumors concerning the safety of
the bridge have been in circulation. Recent examina-
tions by experts go to show that while the bridge is as
safe as it ever was for the traffic it was built to carry, it
does not meet the requirements of the present day, par
ticularly with respect to street car transportation.

To erect a bridge to meet present day requirements
and also make it available for the street railway is an
expensive proposition. It was discussed by the old
Government prior to 1908 but no definite action was tak-
en. One of the first things the present Administration
was called upon to do was to expend a considerable
amount in re-flooring the bridge, which had become un-
safe for traffic, and between then and now a further large
sum has been expended in renewing the timbers which
support the floors, so that today the bridge is really in
better condition than for some years past and will serve
all purposes until the new structure is completed.

At the session of the Legislature in 1911 the Govern-

ment was authorized to enter negotiations with the St.
John Railway Company and the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company for the purpose of securing a bridge that would
accommodate the steam railway, the street railway, and
serve for highway purposes as well. Immediately after
the close of the session these negotiations were proceeded
with and a few weeks later the Government was informed
that the Canadian Pacific Railway Company would con-
tinue to use the cantilever bridge for their purposes. The
Street Railway on the other hand expressed a desire to
be considered in the construction of the new bridge.
Plans and specification were therefore prepared for two
bridges, one of which would be strong enough to carry the
street railway traffic. The other was for a highway
bridge alone. These plans have been ready for some
time, during which negotiations between the Government
and the street railway have been going on until yester-
day when the railway corporation decided to accept the
terms proposed by the Provincial Government for the use
of the bridge.
The bridge as planned is modelled after a smaller
structure erected a few years ago over the Niagara River
Jjust below the Falls, It is entirely different from the sus-
pension bridge or the cantilever bridge and is supported
by a steel arch resting on heavy masonry at the base of
the cliff just above high water. The centre of the arch
is a sufficient distance from the water level to admit of
the passage of any vessel that could pass under either of
the existing bridges, Now that it has been decided to
build the heavier bridge, tenders will be immediately call-
ed for and work commenced at an early date, The Gov-
ernment has been very prompt in dealing with this very
important question which involves an expenditure greater
than that of any bridge yet constructed by the Provincial
Government, The fact that the street cars are to cross
the bridge will be welcome news to all whose business or
pleasure calls them to the western side of the harbor.

Current Comment

(Vancouver Colonist.)

In Naples recently the familles of the soldiers who
are at the front in Tripoll were asked to march before a
moving-picture machine, bowing and smiling, The films
were to be sent to the army and be shown at night to the
men, who would thus see their friends at home greeting
them from the sheet. We do not see why this idea can-
not be carried a little further. Let armies move before
the picture machine, and let each side send its films to
the Hague Tribunal, where umpires can determine which
of them would win under the circumstances shown. This
would be cheaper, infinitely less costly, and in the end
just ag satisfactory as the results reached by sending out
a lot of perfect strangers to shoot at each other,

(Educational Review.)

Professor Leacock of McGill University says children
are sent to school too young. The child's earlier years,
he thinks, should be spent in drinking in the beauties he
could find in the things and doings dbout him, The bright-
est student of twenty years was the one who had been
kept from study till he was ten or eleven, and not the one
who had learned to read when he was three. All of
which may be true, Professor Leacock, but much depends
upon the child’s home surroundings and whether he
breathes the free, pure air of the country or the contamin-
ated air of city slums,

(Calgary Herald.)
With the friends of Theodore Roosevelt claiming 532
votes assured, and those of Mr. Taft claiming 496 assured,
and a total necessary vote for selection by the Republican
convention being 539, it looks as though a pleasant time
would be had when the del es meet in Chi

(Ottawa Journal.)
Henrl Bowassp would give three votes to the father
of a family, This would nearly put three times more
power into the hands of aggressive or subtle wives, than
they already enjoy,

——
(Vancouver Provinge.):

Bullets are substituted for ballots ‘fn"
tions, but up in this peaceful and contented country there
is & possibility of an election without firing a blank eart-
ridge or marking a ballot, - e

(Calgary Heraid)

tion of the Wilson Box Co, all 8t
John bills,

The public aecounts committee met
this mo and orgavized, re-
ing Mr. Pin chairman, and nt
ing 1. J. Payson, secretary.
members of the committee werd in at-
tendance with the exception of Mr.
Woods. The report of the auditor gen-
eral was taken up for consideration
and all the items were passed up to
and including the agricultural depart-
ment, except stumpage, returns m
school book vendors and Provincial
Hospital maintenance revenues were
held over for inquiry, when the offi-
cials of the departments concerned
could be present at the committee
meeting.

Mr. Babbitt, deputy recelver general
was called in connection with the sub-
sidies from the Dominlon govertment,
and he explained that the Increased
subsidy available because of the in-
creased population as shown by the
census of 1911, would amount to about
$24,000 per year, A proportion of the
increased subsidy which was due on
the first of July last, was not recelved
by the province until after the close
of the fiscal year.

On motion of Mr. Robinson, it was
recommended that the Crown land. de-
partment gather and furnish informa-
tion showing how much pulpwood is
manufactured into pulp in the pro-
vince each year and how muth pulp-
wood is exported from the province
each year from Crown lands in both
instances, The committee will meet to-
morrow at 10 o'clock when the audl-
tor general and the secretary of the
board of works have been requested
to attend.

The contingencies committee met
this morning. Mr. Woods was elected
chairman, but in his absence, Mr.
Young acted as chairman pro tem.
The usual itéms were passed by the
committee.

EASSON DREAMIN
MURDERER'S NAME

Port Huron, Mar. 12—When arraign-
ed before a police magistrate here
this afternoon, George Easson, of Pet-
rolea, Ont., charged with murder, re-
fused to plead. A plea of not guilty was
therefore entered for him, and he was
remanded for examination on Mar 12
without bail. =

The mother and sisters of the accus-
ed man were in court, and several
times the proceedings were interrupt-
ed when Mrs. Esson became hysterical.

The authorities belleve the prison-
er is weakening and will soon make &
full confession of his part in the
death of Thos. Major. Today Esson
told the guards at the jail that he
had “dreamed” the first three letters
of the name of the man who was with
him the night Major died, and he ‘ask-
ed for paper and pencil, explainin
that he expected to “dream™ the ful
name within a few hours,

CANADA'S FIRE DANGERS.

W. B. Meikle, general manager,
Western Assurance Company, agserts
that “the finest system of water sup-
ply, the most complete installation
of hydrants in the sireets and the
most up-to-date fire brigade will never
give the puMic relief from the con-
stant menace of conflagrations. Be-
fore such relief can be secured,” he
continues, “better building laws must
be enforced by legislation in al] the
cities, towns and even villages
throughout the Dominlon. Recently
the city authorities in London, Ont.,
demanded a reduetion in insurance
rates owing (o improvements in water
supply, but within & fortnight after
the insurance companies had given a
reduction that city had the most seri-
ous conflagration in its history. A
fire broke out in a leading retail em-
porium and extended over seven retail
stores, causing an insurancé loss of
about $500,000. It was found that the
party walls between /the buildings

were of such indl it ‘construction
and so thin that %f the
hurning roofs led to parts Dg away
and the flames spreading.” -

“Must we wait for some dreadful
holocaust to force the authorities and
the public to recogmize the fact that
conditions in many parts of our large
cities are just as bad as they were
found to be after the terrible shirt.|
walst factory fire in New York in
March last? It cannot be stated that
any Governor General, any Prem!
be he Dominion or-Provincial—or any
leading statesmsn has evinced any

lic bodies and the people to their obli-

Most fl_nything

The

One Woman,

No man could to her presence come

Or look upon her face

But suddenly he know he stood

Within & Holy Place.

No man could

Or listen to

But suddenly his soul would hear
The rustle of a wing.

No man could see the glory shine

hear her speak a word
her sing

her dmmortal eyes,

see God

B“'L';o suddenly his soul looked up

in the skies,

Bernard Shaw says divorce should

be made easfer. Why not make mar-
riage harder,

—

Some day folks will peek at you and

say: “He looks natural.”
that remark be a knock,

A foolish

Don't let

Set Complete . .
Extra Blades, package

dsom . .

The simplest i sl
practical Safety Razor at a
popular price.

Guaranteed to Give
Satisfaction
The gem Junior Set com-
s
me
seven sel: Al cr:m‘lale
steel blades in plush lined case

. $100
30

St.

y 18 the hobgob

lin of little minds.—Emerson.

Some people now think one earth-

quake wasn't
Francisico, -

The fairest

enough to reform San

TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR GIRLS.
First—Thou shalt not think thyself

one alive.

Nor tell they friends, when thirty

Thou art omly twenty-five.

Second—Thou shalt not flirt with men

Nor win their hearts in play;

The spinster of tomorrow

Is the maiden of today.

Third—Go light on talcum,

For before they're sweet sixteen
ome girls chalk up their features
Till they look like Magceline.

Fourthﬂ»(lit thou should’st some day
0

That hair's not coming in

Thou shalt not sport the pigtail.

Of the Chinese mandarin.

Fifth—If indigestion’s blight

Upon thy life should come,

Partake of liquid pepsin,

For thou shalt not:chew gum.

Sixth-—Thou shalt not try to squeeze

Thy foot into a shoe

That ought to be a number four

But is a number two.

Seventh—On trashy novels

Thou should’st never love to gloat

But spend thy time on politics

It thou would’st some day vote,

Eighth—Thou shalt not gossip,

Nor give ear to every tale,

The demale of the speeches

Would be better off in jail.

Ninth—Don’t act the clinging vine

When the visitors come in,

And next day lead a bargain rush

To buy a paltry pin,

Tenth—Assist thy mother

And don't be inclined to roam;

Is the angel

The angel of the lover

of the home,

STAGGERS THE PROF.

Professor—Oxygen, gentlemen, is

esgential to all animal existence. There
could be no life without it.
to say, it was not discovered until a
ier—| century -ago, when—

Strange

Student (interrupting)~—What did

" they do before it was discovered,
particular interedt in awakening pub-|gir? .

T. MCAVITY & SONS, Ltd., 13 King

YOU CAN SAVE
MONEY

By buying your Loose Leaf Ledgers, Monthly Account
Systems, Spring Holders, Binders, etc.,

At BARNES & CO. Ltd. 84 Prince William $t.

D. K. McLAREN, LimiTep
OUR BALATA BELTING

BEST ON THE MARKET

Made Endless to Order in Two Days
'COMPLETE 'STOCK OF ALL SIZES

64 Prince William Street, Phone Main 1121, St. John, N. B.

ARE YOUR CARPETS
STAINED OR DIRTY?

If they are send them here.

Our Dry Clean-

ing process. restores their color to original bright-

ness.
THE COST IS SLIGHT

Ungar’s Laundry and Dye Works,

28 Waterloo Street, St. John, N. B.
66 Bartington Street, Halifax.

. English
Electro - Plated
Silver
Nothing in the realm of
table-wear adds so much tothe
appgarance of a well set table
as good silverware. English
Electro-Plated -Silver
Looks and Wears Like Silver,
and Costs Less Than
Our stock includes many
Hana ana wni e
In Pearl Handled, Sterling *
Silver Mounted Butter Knlv
Sugar ‘Shells, Jam S g
Frult Knives, Dessert Knives,' '
and Forks. In attractive vel-
vet lined leatherette cases.

Just the) thing for presen-
tation purposes, : &

W. Tremaine Gard
77_Charlotte 8t

gations in making their towns safer
against the great danger of destruc-
tion of property and human lives

fire and to reduce the epormous: t
of t20.000‘000 of property annually.”

“Famous Men and Women."

“Famous Men and Women,” 'was
the subject at the meeting of the
High School Alumnae at the home of
Mrs. Wm. Murdoch last e Dur-{i

the evening papers were
% Grenfell, Kip] /
curious to nhum
was famous men

A Great Sacrifice in

Frozen Beef

Steers, 600 Ibs. and up

9 14e

650 Ibs. and up

467 Main St.

9c.
Cows 550 to 700 Ibs., .. .. .. ..8 1-2¢
Western Beef and all government
nepected.

| GUNNS LIMITED
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New Brunswicker’

Every one hand-picked and packed,
I your grocer does not handle them,
ask your friend’s grocer.

PACKED BY.

CLEMENTS & 00, L

‘ST. JOEN, N. B.
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