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view appear to result mainly from the positiveness of the

s i : *

", Reforming . the House of C in i

i 1 with the copsideration of esti for
,crumv . penitentiaries. ' Hon..Mr. Fitspatrick,

Minister of Justice, gave & most ea-
mnm;hg report of the extension of 'the ‘ticket of leave

" system:; There are now 122 men on parole.in: the Domin-

iom, and the percentage of those who bave relapsedinto the

testimony of Captain Clado, and other Russian officers that
they saw torpedo bomts attack the squadron; whereas the

trongest British et did not,swear that no torpudo
boats were there, but merely that they did ™ot see them.
lmmxmmh among the audience mn  the

courtroom that {he &mmmioneu were likely to accept the

ways of crime alter beivg given a.chance to. return to the
paths of rectitude is only seven percent. of the fotal.  The
Minister of Justice thought this«g - very - gook - record. He

stated that there are employed in one justitution in Toronto .

twelve men who are.on parole; and he has' received offers
recently from a opmber of employers who were willing to
take one or two of these ticket-of -leave men und give them
ach In this: ion  Mr. Fitzpatrick: criticized

with severity and some degree of contempt  palice  officers.

who to his' knowledge had been far tob zealous and ‘had
gone d and made trouble for paroled men by inform-

* ing thew employers of the former career of men who ' were

striving to lead honest lives. He had in his mind especially
one case where a paroled man informed him that he was
sgetting along well until a police officer went  to' ‘his em-
ployer and told him that he was employing an' ex convict,
with the result that he wes thrown out  of employment:
The Minister of Justice described this as an act of wsnton
cruelty, and he expressed his mtiﬁwiﬂn' at the opportun-

ity afforded him of publicly g his “disapproval of
the tendency to hound men who were mkmg fo return to
honest citizeaship. The Minister explained . the practice

~ with zegard to the releasé of convicts on. parole. The re-
. port'of the convicting Magistrate or Judre is invariably
 obtained, together with that of the Warden of the prison,

before parale is granted. - Any convict.or his friends may
apply for parole, and each case is considered on its. merits.
The Minister of Justi fessed to a decided lsaning to-
wards leniency’in the case of first offenders, and said that
the reports of the convitting Magistrate and the * Warden
would have to.be strongly antagonistic to. cause him' to
"decline the request for parole in the case of & young man
when he saw an oppottumty to get employment.” Men on
parole are red to report thly to the police officers.

Hon. Mr. Foster regarded the neeord ‘submitted by the
Minister of Justice as eminently satisfactory. ‘He exp d

isfaction at the safeguards thrown ‘ the granti
of parole to convicts. At 'the same time he warned the
ainister of Justicé against a class of legal men who seemed
to be pnﬂimhﬂy devoted tot-kmg up the am of men
convicted of crime, with a view to obtaining a pardon or
parole. ‘These inen made capital, and maybe money, for
$hemselves out of their efforts in ‘that direction. It some-
times occurred that it was not so much the justice of the
cause or fhe merits of the particular case as the fact that
the person taking it 6p has what he thinks is a large in-
fiuence in the department which induced him to take it up,
1n reply to a number of questions M. Fitzpatrick spoke of

_ the valae sf the work of Mr. Archibald who is connected
with the Salvation Army in the way of encouraging men -

who had éome otit from  the penitehtiaties and
them' to secure honorable ‘employment He was so mu
_plensed with the results of Mr, Archibald's ¢fforts that he
bad asked hit to devote his whole time to fheé work, ‘and
Mg, ‘Archibald had asked Ceneral Dooth to relieve him

. from his connection with the Salvation Army for that pur-

pose.  'When that was done the minister expected that no
man would go back to the pemtanmry for the second time,
.

Itis repomd from Paris that the

The North Sea close of the testimony before the la-

ternational Committee enquiring in-

Incident.

: followed by 'a rather noticeable

diminuition of conﬁdence in Brifish circles concerned with

the caseand a qotmpondmg elation on the part of the

Russians. m French press, which is strong. pro-Russian,
ts that the Russi

hays vimully won their case, the usually conservauve

: % favors the Russian theory that torpedo
boats: nthdned Vice  Admiral Rojestvensky’s squadron,
Enquh'y in well 1 informed quarters doeg not show any real
buu 1 On the con intimations are

" uttering at the same time p

to the North Sea incident has been

- tp take this to the Ametican

al” asserting positively thaf the major-

difftness of the Russian witnesses rather tban the quali-

fied negative given by the British fishermen. - However,
those intimately familiar with the commissioners say this
impression is not warranted, as the ovmmissioners being
skilled naval technicians are disposed to difler from Capt.
Clado in a sumber of techmical points.. These pertain

-dneﬂy to the ability to see a torpedo boat at night two

miles away, and his statements concerning the effects of

searchlights. Tt is knbwn that some of the commissioners

considér Capt: Clad's statements 4o be at variance with
the accepted prisciples of paval science. How far this will
influence their ultimate verdict is not yét clear, but it ap-
pesrs to’show that the commissioners ‘do not share the pre-
vailing idea to'accept Capt Clado's testimony as decisive.

At Helsingfors, om  February 6,

Assassinated. Sdisalon Soininen, Procurator-Gen-
eral of Finland, who before, he was

enroled, was knawn by the name of Johnseen, was asshssin-
ated by a young man who under the guise and name of an
officer in the Russian service obtained entrance to the Pro-
curator's apartments and shot him with imwediately fatal
results, Soinisen’s son, seventeen years of age, fired vpen
the assassin and disabled him, receiving slo a slight

wounillun'ﬂl. The assassin whose identity has not b«n ;

et and Visitor

-there will be a small margin ofprofit. "Mr. Foster admitted

{THB CHRISTIAN VISITOR
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proposed mint in Ottawa will bes able  to. tum. out the |
sterling currency fur the Home Goveroment, ‘and on this |

that upon-sentimental grounds there might be some wat~
raot for the eréction of a ‘Casadiad mint. ' At the same
time fie warned the government that from a financial poin
of view they -would find it a very:poer investment.

General Stoessel has been: heard
What 1 reference to certain . criticisms of}

* +his action .iff | sumendering
Stoessel Says.  Arthur and the statement that
surrender was_rot necessitated of

justified by the conditions existing in the fortress.

ship which is conveying General Stoessel and other Ru
officers homeward called at Colomba, Ceylon, on
4, and in an interview with a correpondent of the oc]

ed Press the General denied the correctoess of the
ment, which had been made in mlcxcuoo to his premal
surrénder of Port Arthur and was especially indignant 4 ‘
the statement, made by a London newspaper ina de:
from Pekin, that there were at the time of the
twenty five thousand able-bodied men capuble of making &
sortie, hundreds of officers all well anurished, plenty
ammunition, the largest magazioe belug untouched
full o the roof, and that there was 41 smple supply of foog
foc three months even il no fresh supplies were received
The General characterized these stalements as unj
and not supported by facts, Col. Reiss, who was
the negotiators of the sutrender of the fortress, smd ;

garrison could not have held ont & woment
would hne been murder” Only filteen roubles
t y, out < { & million

=3

sk pprehended. Though seriously

Mumwm The murdered official . as  Pro-

curator.General was the advisor of the Fionish Senate.

which incurred the emnity of the anti-Russian. parties on

mtohbmm to the of Russi-
md .

T oW

and responsibl nctun. Laws in Finland bave

10 validity without.the assent of the Senate: avd that body

when it was ratified by the manifesto of the Emperor - on
Feh. 15, 1899, and by subsequent edic's ap)lying to  Fin-
land, took the position on legal grounds that it was bound
to assent to whatever was p igated by ' the E
gai the

This was felt by Finvish Nationalists to be & subterfuge;
and the subsequent reorganization of the Senate, making it
even more pro-Russian, increased its unpopulagity. The
present Fianish Diet, on the other band, which was sum-
moped by the Emperqr Nichalas, aiter the death of Gover-
not-General Bobrikoff, and upon his advice, stood firmly in

_opposition to the position of the Senate. [Its first step was

to adopt by the unanimous voice of all the Four Estates, a

petition asking the Emperor to restore the liberties and

constitution of Finland.

v . *
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The Dominion Government has de-
cided on the establishment of a Can-
¥ adian Mint, and Purliament has

" Mimt, . T voted an appropriation of $200,000

for that purpose. The mint however

is expectad to cost not less than $375000 and may con
considerably more. Some of the Opposition members in
the House questioned the wisdom of the undertaking. The
Premier defended it on ial and political grounds.
He pointed out that at present our mines are turning out
abont twenty million dollars’ worth of gold - per anpum,
every ounce of which finds its way to the United States
because there is no market for it in our own country.. The
Yukon was turning out 'on an average ten million dollars®
worth of gold yearly, and the fact that miners formerly had
Mieh had resulted in the
diversion of an enormous trade, fvhich“might- have helped
to build up Vancouver and Victdgia, had ‘there been sny
sale for the gold in these latter .- The ‘government
was not unmindful éither of the factthat Canada, with'a
puht:on lasger-than Belgium or- Norway, Sweden, or
several other of the world's nations, is still without a ‘mint
of her own. For fifty years we have been using the gold’
catrency of (he United States for our bank reserves ' But
are we t6 forever without a gold c y of our

5 om.,;P'ouihl; the minting of our own currency  will ‘not

add much to the country’s revenue. At the same time the

ly was selected as the re-

© named as the Premier's thoice for speaker im

hnlf '(.7500&). at the com t of the w
d men were dying daily in the h tals,
from wounds and scurvy. General ratenko

hero of the siege. Col. Reiss further declared that
Japanese were admirable soldiers, but poor in the wuse
the bayonet compared with the Russians and the French.

Mr. R. L. Borden hls returned to
r. Borden = Dominion House of Commons -as
member for Carleton, Outario, ' This
was made possible By the resignatio
of Mr. G. N. Kidd, the member {oi
Carleton. The Government was apparently willing o
facilitate in every way Ms. Borden's feturn {o Parliament]
and accordingly no 'opposition was oﬁered him. The el .
tion was by acclamation on Feb. 4, ‘and on the 7th H"
Borden was introduced to Parlisment and resumed his
duties in the House as leader of *His Majesty's loyal ©
position " The Premicrcordially weléomed Mr. Bosd
saying that in anticipation of his early return he had'.
served places on two committees, the only “ones on wi
the Opposition leader last year consented to serve,
Borden expresscd his obligatigns to Sir Willrid. L€ s
(amid laughter) that he had arrived a little Jater than
had intended, and in this he claimed that he was entit
to the ssmpathy of his right hon. friead; the Premier;, w
he believed, had once had a similar nperience In
legislative system the function performed by the Opposi
is in a high degree important, provided it is keen ‘and i
telligent, and not merely facticus- and ‘' obstroctive. A
and honorable leaders of an Opposition, 1hough witho
the Honors and emoluments of offils, may he giving to
country a service quite as va'uable as that rcndmd by -
Ministers-of the Crown.

Returns.

2 There has been a change of
‘The New Gov. mentin Ontario  The Ross
ment having. resigned.asia mu

ernment in the general election held on Jan
25. Mr 1. P. Whitney, Jormerly
Ontario. leader of the Conservative Op;

has . formed an’ Administration
members of which took their oaths of office on” Wed
last.  The personnel of the New Covernment is as folk
Hon. }. P. Whitney, Premier and A+ torney-General; Hag,
1. Foy, Commissioner of Crown Lands; Hon. A. J.-
ec<on, Treasurer; Hon. R A Pyne. Minister of Educa
Hon, Nelson Monteith, Minister of Agriculture; Hon. J
Reaume, Commissioner of Public Works; Han. Wi
Hanua, Provincial Secretary; Hon. W, A Witloughby,
ister without portfolie: Hon. Adam Beck, Minister
portfolio; Hon. '] § Hendrie, Minister . without
A pew department of Mines is to be created, but the §
ctive' Minister for the depsrtment s not beeh i
Mr. Whitney has intimated that Mr. Foy who for® 1
ent is in charge of the Crown Lands depariment wi
few montbs become Attorney General. Mr,

House. -The eléctions necessary for the confirm
1.embers of the Government in their w\ual d
will be held at an early day




