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Wales, the Cradle of Baptist Principles.

BY O, A. WILLIAMS, D D,

The explover s willing to spend yesrs of toll and
Msbor, to endurg hardship and privation, to suffer hun!u
and thirst, source, and to discover the springs of its
source, and to discover the springs of fta many tribu-
taries 1t should mot certainly be a less interesting task
to the believer to trace the divine hand in the workings
of Providence, and to search for the many influences
and slements which have entered into the growth of the

surch and the development of Chris''s kingdom. *'God
moves ina mysterions way his wonders to perform.'
The evil which man proposes, God changes into good.
[t wae mot you that sent me here, but God,"" is what
Joseph said to his bretbren. Pan! is a prisonerin Rome,
and the church received as the rich legscy of those years
™y t his letter to the OIllﬂons.. to the
Robesians, to the Phi'ipplans, to the Colossians, and his
second letter to Timothy. John Bunyan ls confined
within the walls of Redford jail, but the world as &
result is blessed with the story of Pligrim’s Progress.
The Roman legiovs invade Britain and conquer the bar-
barlans. - Their leaders are carried as prisoners of war to
the Roman capital. Ttis over ruled by God to the in-
estimable good of the Britons, and to the extension of
his kingdom. Above the clonds that settle over the
islands, the Sun of Righteousness rises. With "the
Roman yoks, came the freedom. with which Christ
makes us free. It is generally accepted as an historical
fact, that the gospel was introduced into Britain by oune
of these prisoners, by the name of Bran, who brought
three others with him. The time is believed to be be-
tween the years 55 and 58.° One’of these three, whose
ssme was Arwystle, has been associated with Aristobulus
of Romans 16 : 10, becanse of the similarity in names. I
recently came across the following statement in a news-
. *The church of Liantwit Msjorin the Vale of
Olamorgan, which has jast been re-opened by the Bishop
of Llandaff claims to be the most ancient eccleciastical
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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

St it

of his He ated the River Swale near
York, choosing it for ks Jordan, caused to be baptized
in a dingle day 10,000 conmverts. Having met with so
much snccess among ‘he Saxons in England, he tarned
his attention to the British Chgistinns in Wales, whither
they had fled to avoid the cftie! ravages of the Saxons.
The monk held a synod on the borders of Wales. He
#ent a request to the pastors of the chnrches to regeive
the Pope’s commandment, but they utterly refused to
listen to the monk or to the Pope, or to adoptany of
thelr maxims. These Christians who, as we have al-
ready seen, practised immersion and believer's baptism,
appeared now as the defenders of religlous liberty. There
were four things which the Welsh Christians were asked
to recelve and to practice :

(1) To acknowledge the authoiity of the Pope

(2) To keep the Passover at the same time as the
Church of Rome,

(3) To assist the monk and his disciples to preach
the gospel to the Saxons.

(4) To preach infant baptism.

They positively refased obedience to these commands
of the Pope, throngh his representative. When Austin
realized that his repeated and compromising efforts
proved futile, he warned these Christians of the war and
the wretchedness that wounld come unpon them. His
warning became trne. He nsed the sacraments as the
instruments of his vengeancs in making war on these
faithful followers of Christ. There existed at this time

- two colleges in Wales, one at Bangor iu the north, and

one at Ceerleon in the south, These colleges were en-
riched with valuable libraries. They seemed to be
schools for the training of Christians, who had dedi-
cated themselves to the work. Two thovsand one hon-
dred (2,10) were in attendance at Bangor, of whom
1,510 perished at the hands of the Saxonms, atthe in-
stigation of Austin, the papal missionsry; while the
others were driven into the mountain fastnesses. Not-
withstanding the bitterness of the persecution, they re-

centre in the British Isles. A danghter of Caractacus,
mentioned by St. Paul under the name of Claundls, is
eald to have founded a Christian church there about
A.D.63. Around this religions settlement there grew
wp the famous University of Britain, in which both St.
David and St. Patrick received their education.”
Russbius, born between 260 and 270, records in his his-
tory that the apostles extended their labors as far as
Britian ; but it i« probable that this was after Bran and
his associates had introduced the gospel into the islands.
The f{ragmentsof history extant clearly show that the
divine truth was received into fruitful soll in Britain, and
that many in the First Century gmbraced the new faith.
It seems that toward the middle of the Second Century
the fervor and zeal of the earlier Christians began to
wase. But about the year 180 light again shone in the
ssidst of the darkness, when the K'ng of Sumia (Lucius)
Lies Ab Coel, s great grandson of Bran embraced
Christisnity. He became deeply interested in the re-
lglous condition of the people. He sent two messengers
to Rome, Ewy and Mowddwy, to ask for more mission-
aries They returned, bringing four with them. The
ing of these ambassadors of the cross imparted new
e to the Christians of this land It wonld be a matter
of interest for us to know what were the practices of
these early Christians. There can be no doubt thac they
sdhered to many of the principles which Baptists have
defended through all their history. It is sald of the
blshop or minister of Landaff (It {s here where the first
bouse of Christian worship was erected in Wales) that
be tanght the necessity of faith and baptism. It wesmy
privilege two yeas ago (0 vlyt the cathedral of the
quaint old city of Lndsff, on” which spo* it is known
that public worship has been maintained for more
tham 1300 years. Mention is made of one Dyfan
Sant, who was made bishop in Rome, so that he might
baptize those who believed in Christ among the Welsh
mation. Mosheim writes of the Christians of this country
st that time, when they were baptized on Easter day,
and that they baptiz:d those who believed and who pro-
fessed rep and promised to r their sins,
and that they were plunged under the wa'er Itis evi-
dent that amoug the early Christians haptism of believ-
ers only was practised and that immersion was the mode.
Owing to the isolation of the islauds from the continent,
these disciples were not subjected, during the third and
the beginring of the foarth century, to the persecation
endured by their brethren in the east. But the time
eame when these Christians in common with others suf-
fered many trials and s fil ctions from their pagan perse-
estors. Their history wounld indicate that they endured
such viclssitndes, as befell Christians in other parts of
the world, having times of prosperity and times of ad-
wersity until about the year 60o. A little before this,
Austin the Mouk was sent to Fagland with forty others
by Pope Gregory the Grest to convert the psgans an
to subject all the Christians of Britain to the dominati

ined loyal to their convictions, and swerved not from
the dictates of their consciences
It was one hundred and sixty years after this, before
Rome through the aid of the rulers succeeded, contrary
to the will [of the people in establishing i's authority in
Wales, sand Roman Catholicism became the Jegalized re-
ligioo of the country. With the establishment of popery,
came re’ igloos apathy and n lifl :rence, and intense spl:i-
tunl darkoess. [t was the begluniog of that long period
well desigoated ss The Durk Ages. What & violation of
the spirit of the gospel, when rulers formulate creeds,
and enforce thelr scceptance upon the consclences of
men ; when they prescribe the forms and modes of wor-
ship to which all thelr sutjects must conform, or endure
the heavy penaity threaten-d rgeinst all off cnders ! Are
these princip'es for which these early Christians defend
ed, for which they sufl sred and dled, and for which Bap
tists of later days endured pervecution and imprison-
ment, and which the Baptsts of to dav emphasize; we
ask, are these principles likely to outiive the withering,
blighting «ff:cts of a religion established by law? If
during this long period Baptist churches existed as dis-
tinct and seperate organizitions, it must have been in
recluded places, and their meetings must have been
held in secret; for to maintain a visible organizstion
separate from the state church mean' the bitterest perse-
cution and death. It is confidently believed by Welsh
Bapiists that their sentiments did exist through all of
this long period in the retreats and seclusions of their
mountains. There is but little doubt that there were
heart altars on which the fires, not only of plety, but of
those grest principles, did burn during that long, dark
night. In the works of their poets there are alinsions
during this period to some of the truths which they de
fended Baptists appear in this country, ante dating
the beginnlng of the Reformation, from which date we
have authentic history. Benedict, in his history of the
Baptists, says: ' With the first dawn of returning light,
before the eccleslastical changes on the continent, or in
Eagland, we se= the Welsh Bap'ists among the first re-
formers, and they did not appear to be novices in the
business, but entered into the defence of their senti-
ments and the carrying out of the usnal operstion as to
churches and associations, ltke those who had been
familiar with the principles.”’ Honored pames appear
among the early reformers who labored in Wales, such as
Wyckliff and Tyndal and many others, and the divine
word which they sowed found good soil in the hearts of
thé mountaineers. There is an autheutic record of an
organized Baptist church at Olchon in the year #633, and
of a wsecond Baptist charch at Illston im 1649,
and of a third at Hengoedin 1657.. These three
churches entered into  Associational relations,
and held thelr first public meeting in 1650,
Owing to the Dbitter opposition of the established
church; and the oppressive and repressive measures of
Parll t against the d ing churches, no public

of Romse. He met with much success among the 8ax.
oue, who had invaded the country nearly 200 years be-
fore. Ethelbert, the King of Kent, who had merried o

French peivcess who was & Christian, was won over by '

*M“IHW“IG his court lld many

tings of the Association were held between the yesrs
1656 and 1¢89, when the Welsh Baptist charches entered
into Associstional relations with the Baptist churches in
London, and later with those nearer home. In 1700,
however, the Baptist churches of the principality organ-
{234 thesecond time = separaté Association. Now it wae
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posed of nine church For ninety years, only one
Associstion is reported; but in 1791, owing to the growth
of the denomination and the increase in the number of
churches, it was decided that it would advance the in-
terests of the canse at large to divide into three separate
badies, actording to geographical location.

We bave noticed that in 1650 there were three dis-
tinct Baptist churches in the principality. Ia 1700,
nine. It ie probable that there were other organizations
which convened in private houses. This was indeed the

* day of small things, and we can scarcely concelve it to

be possible that the ratio of Baptists to the population
was larger at this time in Wales than in England. But
what do the figures of today reveal? We find today in
the principality of Wales, including Monmouthahire,
formerly a part of Wales, ten Welsh Associations, two
Evglish and seven Euglish churches not counected with
any of the Assoclations. The smallest of these Associa-
tions has 1,800 members, the largest 20 cco. Thearea of
this country is about one-tenth of the land ares of Min-
nesota. The population is abont the same, in the neigh-
borhood of 1,800,000. In the Baptist churches of this
little country are about 110,005 members, or about one
in sixteen of the population. In England, Scotland and
Ireland with a population of about 40 million, more than
20 times the population of Wales, including Moumouth-
shire, there are 224,000 Baptists, or ome in 178 of the
vopulation. I wowld remind you of the fact.that the
practices of these Welsh Baptists and their views of
doctrine are in perfect accorl with those of American
Baptists. We wish we could say as much to all Eaglish
Baptists, —Western Recorder.
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The Coming Minister’s Advantage.

BY PROF R, H. JOHNSON, D, D,

In those long ago days when the minister was the
foremost personage of his community, he owed his die-
tinction in large part to the fact that he was better edu-
cated than bis neighbors. In these later times, whem
the ministerial office connts for little, and ministerial
sathority is not wbrth meuntioning. that decline inim-
portance and dignity is largely due to the elevation of
educational standarde in other callings.

Bat the old pre.eini of the mini promi to
be renewed, When two educational establishments, so
prominent as Harvard and Coltumbia, offer the bachelor's
degree in arts for three or even two years of study st
college nothing ls more probable than that other eol:
leges will shorten their courses; and they will do it sim-
ply because very many young men will be sstisfied with
s diploma w0 easily earned. Unlces the great colleges
now makiig the experiment withdraw from it, the aver-
age education for business and the professions will soon
be very appreciably lowered. The information possessed
by thie best educated laymen about the learned pursuite
will be distinctly more meagre thsn it now is; their
miods will be contracted to a» understanding and appre-
clation of their own callioge only: in a word, profes-
sional bigotry will be fostered and the scholar's liberal-
ity sacrificed.

The one calling =hich cannot accept such a sacrifice
is the clerical. Here, then, is the minister's new chance.
And he is going to seize it, or he ought to. He knows
that even with the most liberal education he {s none too
well equipped for leadership He is well aware that he
must understand the interests which occupy other men's
thoughts, if thinking men are to be guided by him in
spiritual things. The more thorough their -special
equipment, the more thorough must be his gemeral

qul t, and the ad ge now about to be offered
him ie the incalenlable advantage of being the best in-
formed, the broadest-minded possibly the only widely
educated man in bis parish.

The minister has never shown a noticeable lack of
ambition for the highest degree of influence whi¢h he
can reach. He knows that he ought to reach the high-
est to which he can reasonably aspire. I congratulate
the caundidate for the ministry, who is just going
college, on the ease of a which is abandoned to
him like the spoils of a runaway army. He will present.
1y becomie awake to his advantage ; and his hearers will
have an acute sense of it. Let him thank heaven that,
when those who control the educational schemes of the
largest colleges are turning students back from the high
and varied attainments which, np to date, have been
urged upon them, some smaller colleges will be left,
g Iy d inationsl colleges, which we may hope
will offer te the ministerial student a larger education
than the lawver, the physician,- the sclentist, the
engineer. the editor, the d'plomat is anthoritatively told
that he meeds. Even before the astounding change in
policy, before this atnouncement from the best known
educators that our best trained men in lar pursuf
need not seek to be by one quarter or even by one-half
a8 well educated as they bad supposed they ought to bs,
even before this amazing announcement, this abrupt
rehersal of educational it had und y come
about that certain of the smaller colleges were the seats
of the highest literary training, and that in this partion.
las the great state colleges confessedly showed to special
to special disddvantage.
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