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the intention. of the government to pro-
ceed with the prosecution in the case of
cattle ‘stealing for which A. P. McInnes
was indicted for the assizes holden at
Clinton in May last? If so, when? 2.
If ‘it is not the intention of the govern-
ment to so proceed, is it the intention of
the government to recoup the accused the
expenses incurred by him attending for
his defence with witnesses and counsel
at said assizes? If not, why not?

Hon. C. Wilson replied as follows: “1;
mno; 2, the government do mot pay the
costs of defendants in ecriminal cases.
Moreover, the government had nothing
to do with the institution of the prosecu-
tion of A. P. McInnes. An information
was sworn to on the 15th November,
1902, hy Robert McNae, charging that |
A. P. McInnes, on or about the 1st of ;
December, 1901, stole a yearling steer,
the property of William Parker. Mr.
Meclnnes was committed for trial, the
whole case practically depending upon
the testimony of Mr. McNae. When it
was attempted to subpoena Mr. McNae
to appear as a witness for the crown at
the Clinton spring assizes, 1903, it was
fonnd that he had left Cariboo and had
gone, as some persons asserted, to Atlin.
Under these circumstances, Mr. Macin-
tyre, the counsel acting for the crown at
the Clinton spring assizes, 1903, did not
proceed further with the case.”

John Oliver asked the Attorney-Gen-
eral the following questions: 1. Has any,
and what, tangible benefit to the prov-
ince been secured as a result of the visit
of the Hon. C. Wilson and the Hon. R.
F. Green to Ottawa? 2. Did the Hon.
C. Wilson and the Hon. R. F. Green visit
Montreal on provincial business? 3. If
so, what was the nature of the business
transacted at Montreal?

Hon. Mr. Wilson replied as follows:
1. it is undesirable, in the public inter-
est, to definitely answer this question at
present; 2, visited Montreal as the guests
of the harbor commissioners, and in the
public interest.”

Henry Tanner asked the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works the fol-
lowing questions: 1. Is it the intention
of the government to dispense with the
services of a district road supervisor in
the future in the Saanich “electoral dis-
trict? 2. If not, why not?

Hon. R. Green replied as follows: “1,
if found necessary in the public interest,
a district road superintendent will,be ap-
pointed; 2, answered by No. 1.”

T. W. Paterson asked the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works the fol-
lowing questions: 1. What proportion of
the moneys appropriated for roads,
streets and bridges in South. Nanaimo
was spent on Gabriola Island each year
since 1900, inclusive? 2. What instrue-
tions were given the road superintendent
of that distriet as to the commencing
and closing of work and the amount to be
expended in 1903? 3. Were instrui-
tions, written or verbal, given to any ome
other than the authorized superintendent
regarding road work on Gabriola Island
in the month of September, 19037 4.
1f so, by whom and to whom, and what
wus the nature of the instructions?

Hon. Mr, Green replied as follows:
“1. 1900-1, $456.72; 1901-02, $563.25;
1902-03, $5; 1903-4, $223.25. 2, None. )
3. Yes. 4. Government agent, by public
works engineer, to set aside $500 for
roads on Gabriola Island; to be taken
from district vote; arrangements to be
made by department regarding fore-
man.”

Johny Houston asked the Minister of
Finance the following questions: 1.
What amount was received as commis-
sions and fees on sales for taxes for the

" year ending June 30th, 19037 2. What
amount was expended for costs,;expenses
and advertising tax sales for the year
ending June 30th, 1903?

Hon, Mr. Tatlow replied as follows:
“1. $9,840.03. 2. $13,591.82.”

Richard Hall asked ghe Premier the
following questions: 1. How many re-
ports has Mr. J. H. Turner, Agent-Gen-
eral for the province of British Colum-
bia in London, made to the govermment
since his appointment? 2. How many
clerks has he in 'his employ? Ther
mames, together with the date of their
appointment and the salaries paid. ~

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows:
“1. Two. 2. Two. J. A. Turner ap-
pointed secretary on 1st April, 1902, at
a salary of £400 per amnum, and L., B.
Plumbly, cdlerk, on 5th September, 1902;
present salary at the rate of £39 per
annum,”

Stuart Henderson asked the Premier
the following questions: 1. Did the
Premier, or any member of his govern-
ment, or any one who has been a mem-
ber of his government while he was in
office, write % letter of which the follow-
ing is a copy, or of which the following
is a copy of a portion thereof: “Re
Jots 4,593 and 4,594, ‘Dear Sir,—The
policy of the present government with re-
gard to the disposition of the lands is to
secure to all present legal holders of/any
claims thereon their statutory rnighis.
We deem it adyisable not to take im-
mediate action along these lines, as we
wish to avoid any complications which
might arise by aleged claims thiat may
be made on behalf of the C. P. R,
which we do not recognize. We do not
anticipate that the Dominionn govern-
ment will attempt to disallow chapter 8,
statubes 1903, but it is thought adwis-
able to defer action until the disallow-
ance period shall have elapsed, which
wil be about May 1st, 1904. Immedi-
ately after this Jast mentioned date we
propose to deal with the lands in ques-
tion as though the same had always
been wacant crown lands, and will then
recognize all valid legal locations ac-
wording to their priority, including these
mow in existence. We will not, how-
ever, assume the respousibility of decid-
ing conflicting claims.’” 2. If the
answer to No. 1. is afirmative, who
wrote it? 3. If the answer to No. 1 is

affirmative, to whom was it written? 4. ! amendments of the leader of the ovposi-

If the,answer to No. 1 is affirmative,
when was it written? 5. If the answer
to No. 1°is in the affirmative, was a
copy or original sent to any member of
the legislature, and, if so, to whom? 6.
If the answer to No. 1 is in the negative,
did the Premier write such a letter to
any person or persons to a similar pur-
port, and when?

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows:
“1. The letter in question was a. personal
letter .written by the Premier to the
hon. memhbei for Grand Forks on the 2nd
of December, and is in line with what
has been stated verbally as being the
policy of the government on the question
of Southeast KXootenay lands. Ques-
tions 2. 3, -k, 5 and 6 are answered by

! tne answer to question No. 1.”

Third Reading,

The bill to assess, levy
taxes on railway property passed
third reading.

Assessment Bill,

Upon the report of the Assessment
Bill, J. A. Macdonald moved that the
bill we referred back to committee for
the purpose of considering the following
amendment:

That all the words after
“follows,” in the enacting
struck out, and the following

“Short Title.

“1, 'This act may be cited as the
‘Assessment Act Amendment Act, 1903.

2. Section G of the ‘Assessment Act,’ as
amended by chapter 88 of the acts of the
legislature of the province of British
Columbia, 1900, is hereby amended, by—
(a.) Striking out the words ‘four-fifths
of,’ in the fifth line: (b.) Striking out
the word ‘three,’ in the eighth line, and
inserting in lieu thereof the word ‘five’:
(e Striking out the words ‘three-quart-
ers of,’ in the tenth line: (d.) Inserting
after the wogd ‘two,” in the twentieth

and colect
its

the werd
clause, be
inserted:

line, the words ‘and ome-half’ and in-

serting after the word ‘three,
twenty-first line, the words ‘and one-
half’: (e) Striking ofit alll the wonds im
said section 6 after the ward ‘to,” in the
thirtieth line, and substituting therefor
the words ‘allow to every taxpayer a
discount at thie rate of ten per centum
upon the amount so paid by him for the
current year's taxes only.””

“3. Section T
is hereby amended by—(a.) Striking out
the words ‘twenty-five cents,’ in the
fourt. line, and substituting therefor
the wonds ‘one dollar’: (b.) Insenting
before the word ‘five,” in the said fourth
line, the word ‘twenty.

“4, Section 14 of the said act, as
amended by chapter 38, is hereby amend-
ed by inserting at the end of said sec-
tion the following: (9.) The amount ex-
pended in wages in the operation of the
mine during the period covered by said
statement /

“And in arriving at the assessed value
of the ores the assessor shall deduct the
cost of transportation,
wages, as set forth in the said state-
ment or as otherwise truly: ascertained.”

In moving the amendments referred to
Mr. Macdonald said that he 'did so be-
cause it was perfectly clear that thé
bill- had not been clearly thought out by
the government, who were unable to say
just what effect the measure would
have. -The original intention of the act
was to tax personal property without
exemption. Now it was altered so as
to exclude all upon which no income was
derived. This was but one example of
ill-considered sections. It ‘'was aleo
pointed out that the mineral taxation
was shown to have been so little con-

in the

sidered that it was mecessary to with- |

dmaw all this for further consideration.
It was quite evident that the goverm-

ment had not given the attention to the.

act, which should attend such an import-
ant matter as this. The act made no
provision in taxing the stock of a mer-
chant for the exclusion of the amount,
due on that stock. Mr. Macdonald said
that a wholesale merchant would find it
impossible to carry a sufficient stock.
Merchants had pointed out that it would
increase their taxation to four or five
times what it now was. Merchants were
ready to pay a tax on their property,
but not upon their debts, The govern-
ment should have ascertained by com-
mission just what the taxes should be.
The government had had time to do
this, but had not taken advantage of it.
He, therefore, proposed to leave the
act as it was before in a general way,
and increase the rates somewhat on the
present assessments. By this means
persons would know just what the in-
creases would be. He had caleulated
the increase in revenue from this, and
found that it woukd equal just about
what the Finance Minister claimey ros
his changes in the bill. Taking these up
he said that he had estimated them as
follows: On real estate under the old
act the taxes were $128,772; "under his
proposed rate it would be $193,151. On
wild lands it was $65,625; under his pro-
posed rate it would be $118,125." On
personal property it was $88,350, and
under the rate he proposed it would be
$159,075. The increases would amount
to $187,611. With the gain of income,
the gain from insurance companies and
others and other increases the revenue
would be brought up to what the Min-
ister of Finance expected to get, On the
mineral taxation a compromise had been
arranged, which he thought would work
out well, anl would be agreeable to the
mining men. By adopting these amend-
ments the taxec ~ould be increased and
the Minister of Finance would be given
an opportunity to acquaint himself w_.th
the conditions of which he was not now
aware,

The Minister of Finance said the

{ regard to these.
of the ‘Assessment Act’ |

treatment and ;

! tion really meant going back to the old

bill. The intention of the bill was to
tax property found in the province, and
which was given protection, It was the
intention to tax that property whether
99 per cent. of it was owned elsewhere |
or mot. He contended that the agitation !
of the Victoria merchants against the |
bill was largely for a political purpose.
He said tliat the Vancouver Board of
Trade refused to join in this, and read
a message in which it was declared"that
it was considered unnecessary to take
this subjedt of g protest up,

Mr. Macdonald asked who signed it?

The Minister of Finance read the
names of the president and secretary of
the Vancouver Board of Trade.

The leader of the opposition thereupon
called his attention to the fact that there
was nothing to show that the board of
trade had not taken any action, but that |
the president and sécretary had alone
taken upon themselves to answer. |

The Minister of Finance said he had
a message in favor of the act from a
wholesale merchant, i

The name:was demanded, and amid
laughter the Finance Minister announc-
ed it was Fred Buscombe.

The Finance Minister/proceeding, said
that the government intended to deal
properly with the mineral industry.

R. L. Drury-attacked the bill. It had
not received careful consideration. He
referred to many imstances bearing this
out. The result of the bill would be that
the measure would be repealed. It was'
detrimental to the province to have a
bill repealed at the next sitting of the
legislature. The bill had been  put
through with the Premier absent during
nearly all the time that it was under
discussion, It was put through by the‘
assistance of the member for Nanaimo, !
who took oceasion to say that he did!
not care how the taxes were raised, and !
who appeared as the champion of certain
theories. The old Assessment Act was '
not perfect, but it would be wisdom to
retain it with slight alterations, rather
than bring in a measure so ill eonsider- :
ed as this one. :

W. G. Cameron asked concerning cer-
tain documents which had been referred
to this legislature, but which had not
herm  delivered to the members. He
wished to know what was the rule with

The Speaker said that he had object-
ed to the documents being ecirculated.

Proceeding to the bill itself, Mr, Cam-
eron said that the measure had been
rushed through. - He thought that busi-
ness men should have been heard regard-
ing the bill. Other interests had been
heard. but the representatives of the Vic- |
toria Board of Trade had been referred i
to the members for Viectoria, and then not
heard. The bill would have the effect |
of driving trade out of the country.
Wholesale stocks would not be kept in
the province as a result of this. Mer-
chants would have to deal-with Eastern
houses, ‘and the business would be done
by samples instead .of wholesale houses
carrying a stock. Different corporations
got different treatment. The system laid
down was a . bad one. He opposed the
hill in details, especially as it affected
the mercantile and manufaeturing inter-
ests.

Mr. Drury explained that ‘the Minis-
ter of Finance, in correcting him before
as to book debts being excluded from
taxation, had not really stated the posi-
tion correctly, as he found his had been
right in the first instance.

Mr. MeNiven believed that the Finahce
Minister really thought that book debts
were excluded from taxation when he
made the statement he did. He did not
think the Minister knew what was-in the
bill. But now that it was announced
that the Vancouver Board of Trade was
asleep on the matter the bill wouyld go
through, but in a year that board of
trade wonld waken up and there would
be trouble. He contended that the ex-
cessive taxing of the merchants and
other classes would result in it coming
back to the workingman, who would have
to pay higher rates for his goods in
consequence. He believed the working-
men -would prefer to pay the taxes di-
rectly rather than through others. Tt
would have been better to have made
necesgsary changes in the old act rather
than pass this bill.

Mr. Hall also protested against the
act, which was a sort of “socialistic rush
act” for the purpose of pacifying the
banks in their demands. The opposition
would have joined.in any fairly adjusted
tax %o increase the revenue. He pro-!
tested against the attitude of the Pre-
mier towards the representatives of the
merchants and business men of the city
of Victoria. Those from other places
had been well received, but the Premier
met Viectoria representatives in a, politi-
cal spirit. He doubted whether some of
the provisions would stand, as they
bordered on direct taxation.

Stuart Henderson pointed out that in-
accuracies still existed in the act.
Changes which were to have been made
were not made. He moved the adjourn-
ment of the dehate.

A vote being taken the motion was
lost by 22 to 18, Mr. Davidson and John
Houston voting with the opposition, and
the Socialist shembers with the govern-
ment.

Continuing the debate, Mr. Henderson
said that the interests concerned had not
had an opportunity to make their rep-
resentations in this matter.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite contended that
Mr. McNiven did not understand the
labor question, except from the stand-
point of the Lib®ral party. The wage
earners whom he represented did not care
what commercial class bore the burden
of the taxation. The government had
promised not to increase the burdens
upon the wage earners, It Lad kept its
promise in that particular. If the wage
earners were to have the burden thrown

| try’s welfare.

upon them, then why should they on-,
pose the bill? ~The' Liberal party “vas
pursuing a consistent course in looking
to the interestg of the middle classes.
This tax pressed upon individual mem-
bers on the government side, and yet
they did not gay anything. But the Lib-
eral members, as soon as it affected
them, cried out against it.

Mr. Oliver protested against the sta}x;«l j
e '

taken by the'member for Nanaimo.
threw off his responsibility for. certain
classes of the country. Thag was a stand
which did not reflect credit upon:the
member. The member for Nanaimo said

he did not eare how the tax was placed, !
! and therefore how it affected the peo-

ple. This was a-time when all should

realize that they had an interest in the

whole of the people of the province.

Mr. Davidson saw no very great dif-
ference between' the bill and the amend-
ment introduced by the leader of the op-
position. This bill rose above party in-
terests. On the floor of the House he
had noticed too much attention to party
interests and not enough to the coun-
He thought they should
take more time and get this bill ad-
justed, on a more equitable principle.

W. W. B. McInnes said that members
on the government side had said that
Victoria alone had protested, but he
found, according to the Times, that

| Grand Forks,’ Kaslo and Nelson 'cities

had all protested. It was but natural
that Victoria should look into the bill
first, as they had the access to it earlier
than the others. Other cities would do
likewise, He asked for an adjournment
of the debate.

A vote being taken, the motion of Mr.
Meclnnes was lost.

The House then adjourned until the
evenmg.

EVENING SESSION.

Upon the resuming of the House last
evening the Speaker ruled that W. W.
B. McInnes should not be alowed to
speak to the motion, inasmuch as he
in moving the adjournment of the de-
bate had forfeited his right to coutinue.

Parker Williams spoke against Mr.
Macdonald’'s amendment,

T. W. Paterson held that the taxes

should press evenly, and therefore sup- !

ported Mr. Maedonald’s amendment, He

went very fully into the subject of tax- |

ation, and the, question of obtaining
labor for the timber industry, showing
that there was a.great difficulty in the
proviuce in securing a necessary supply

as there was not; work the whole year )

round. His own :view, and he was not
speaking for thé Liberal party, was that
the revenue tax might well be increased
as it boreion all alike. He instanced
the agricultural iinterests as having had
their taxes increased 50 per cent. by the
new Assessment Bill. He deprecated
the bids being made for labor votes 1u-
stead orf working in the interest of the
province. He bélieved that half’ the

time of the legisikiture in late years had |

been devoted 'to Habor questions, not by
men who had any ‘interest in the Swvork-
inic men, but WHo sought to make cap-
ital out of it. He held it was an unfair
bill aimed aghinst the men who were
making the province, Practically all the
men in the provinge were working men.

J. R. Brown also entered his protest
against the Assessment Bill,
pressed unfairly «}1; many iuterests.

Chas, Munro niqved the adjournment
of the debate. TRhe motion was lost.

A vote on the smendment being taken
it also was defeatid.

On motion tha# the bill be reported,
Mr. Macdonald #oved the- following
amendment: i
:“To add at the end of sub-section
(13) of section 4, relating to exemptions,
the following worlls! ‘And so mwch of
the .personal property of any person as
is equal to the jést-debts owed By him
‘oh account of such personal property.’”

A. discussion arbfe as to the motion of
the -leader of the opposition being in
order, but that géntleman showed that
he had carefully considered the point, and
was able to show the Speaker that he
was in order. ¥

In support of the motion, Mr. Macdon-
‘ald made refergnge to the protest raised
by the Board of Trade of Vietoria
against the Assessment bill. He said
that the Minister ,of Finance seemed to
think that becayse a Vancouver mer-
ehant was satisfied that it was all right.
The Minister of Finance did not seem
to be able to see beyond the horizon of
Yancouver. He wanted an explanation
,0f the statement of the Minister of
Financé made in the afternoon, that
no other places but Victoria were protest-
ing against the’ bill. The Times, re-
ceived a few minutes afterwards, show-
ed that the Chief Commissioner had re-
ceived a protest from Kaslo. He could
not understand such a statement made
by the Finance Minister in the face of
that. He spoke strongly in favor of his
amendment as intended to conrerve
;who]esale business in the province, and
not drive it out as the government aimed
to do.

For an hour or two after that Mr. Mec-
Innes and Mr. Hawthornthwaite en-
gaged in a wordy battle. The member
for Alberni gave the House and the gal-

leries infinite amusement by his skill in |

introducing the arguments he did on the
subject under discussion. He contended
that the Conservative party seemed be-
coming impregnated with the doctrine of
Socialists, as they do not care upon
whom the burdens of taxation pressed.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite went into his
own life and attacked Mr. McInnes for
having wanted at one time to join the
Socialists, but they would not have him.

Messrs. Cameron, Drury and others
spoke in favor of the amendment.

The amendment was lost.

Mr. McInnes then moved that im-
provements to the amount of $1,500 up-

which |

————

on  agricultural .dands ;should be exempt
from taxation.

Hon. F. J. Fulton said the government
could not accept the amendment, but
intended to move that farmers paying
their taxes before June 30th should have
a rebate of 40 per cent., instead of 10
per cent., as applied to other classes.

The amendment of Mr. McInnes was
lost, and a lengthy debate arose on the
amendment offered by Hon. Mr. Fulton,
which was continued until after mid-
night.

Messrs. Tanner, Evans, Munro, Oliver,
Paterson and others argued the case of
the farmers. The amount of exemption
under the amendment of Mr. Meclnnes
would not be large they said, and would
not affect the revenue to any very great
extent. It would be a source of redress
to these small farmers,

Government members held they had
done as much as they could for the
farmers.

A new feature was introduced to the
debate by the Premier, who awakened
the echoes of the chamber near the hour
of midnight with what was supposed to
be a deciding argument. He contended
that the farmers of Dewdney would
stand by the other interests in the hour
of need through which the province was
passing, and would cheerfully bear their
part in the increased taxation. Then,
probably, owing to the lateness of the
hour, the Premier became too communi-
cative. He held that there was need for
this bill going through with all haste. He
practically admitted it should go through
with the Loan bill.

Mr. Drury said he did not know that
when the opposition helped to put the
Loan bill through that they were- also
to be forced by the bank to put this
measure through also. He referred to
the lamentable condition of affairs when
the -bank held the government up, and
that the government then placed these
institutions,
ment was, in a better position than
others in the province. No such govern-
ment could commend the respéct of Brit-
ish Columbia.

Mr. McInnes was astonished to learn
that the banks were forcing this bill
through also. It was now well-known
why the Assessment bill was being rail-
roaded through the legislature. It was
a sorry sight to see the government rele-
| gate its functions to the bank and bank
manager to be the ultimate judge of legis-
lation. He was not prepared to take his
cue from any bank manager. He had
thought that the Lieut.-Governor alone
exercised the veto power in the province.
it was disgraceful, this revelation as to
the bank exercising a deciding voice in
the country’s affairs.

After some slight changes in the bill
it passed committee. The vote was a
party one, with the Socialists and the
Labor member voting with the govern-
ment. John Houston was absent from
the House.

The House adjourned at 12.20 until 2
| o’clock to-day.

Victoria, December 12th.

The legislature adjourned to-night
until after the Christmas vacation. This
was made possible by the opposition
" withdrawimg any objection! to- the various
stages of the Land Act Amendment Bill
| being delayed and put through in the
usval form. The Premier having prac-
tically stated that fthe bank was holding
the government up in the matter that it
was necessary to pass the bill, and that
it wouhkA be forced through, the opposi-
tion, aftér entering a vigorous profest,
gave no further obstruction to a measure
which they could not defedat, and for
which the government took the full
responsibility.

The bill was put throazh commitfee
in the afternoon, and passed its third
reading in the evening. Later, His
Honor the Lieut.-Governor came down
to the House and assented to the nine
bills which' had passed their third read-
icgs. ¢
With the assent being given the gov-
erpment has carried out the first stage
in its financial policy. This begdn with
the Loan Bill for $1,000,000 to be raised
by treasury bonds, and mecessitating in
addition to the regular charge upon the
revenues an additional one annually of
$100,000 and interest. Supplementary 't
this and made necessary by its- passage
are the new Assessment Act, the amend-
ment to the'Railway Assessment Act and
the amendment to the Land Aect. The first
of these the Finance Minister thought
would give about $250,000 additional
revenue. The railway assessment has
been raised to $10,000 a mile instead of
$3,000, and the Land Act amendment no
one pretends to know what it will do.

The opposition pointed out the weak-
ness of the various bills. It put up a
hard fight against them and against the
banks sitting in the capacity of distators
over ‘the legislature. Backed by {the
Socialist members and in many instances
by the Labor representative the govern-
ment party was able to put the measures
through in spite of the warning of the
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CLARKE AND PEARSON,

AGENTS.[J

I opposition, subported by the business in-
terests of the country.

When the House -assembled at 2
o’clock jprayers were read by - Rev. W.
Leslie Clay. \

Assessment Act.

On the third reading of the Assessment
Act the leader.of the opposition asked
for a division. The-bill passed with the
Conservative party supported by the So-
cialists and the Labor ,representative.

Coal Tax Act Amendment.:

The Coal Tax sAct amendment and
the tRoyal Inland ;Hospital Act amend-
! ment passel their -third readings.

The Land Act.

On the adjourned debate on the amend-
ment torthe Land Act, W. Davidson said
that he regarded this amendment of Mr.
Oliver as'no amendment. ,It was really
a request for the withdrawal- of .the bill.

John Oliver’s amendment was as fol-
lows: Vs {

“Whilst «this House approves of the
principle ‘of taxing to a reasonable ex-
tent the timber'cut on other crown lands,
and is also in favor.of 'securing its
manufacture in the province ‘of British
Columbia, yety we consider ;that as this
proposed bill -confiscates ‘to a very large
extent the value of the timber on other

closing up a ‘number of promising in-
dustries which must draw their supply
of timber from other than crown lands,
and would also result in -great hardship
to actual settlers who rely largely upon

for subsistence whilst clearing their
lands, we consider this bill so unreason-
able in its provisions, and that.it would
-be‘}‘sAo disastrous in 'its effects, that we
are of the opinion that the,government
should .withdraw this bill, and should
submit a bill which would provide for
an fincrease ;of revenue and not cripple
our industries, but distribute the burden
of increased taxation equitably upon
those called upon .to bear it.” )

C.'Munro said that he had a -volumin-
ous -amount of jcorrespondence ion the
matter. He had come to the conclusion
| that this bill would result disastrously
to many. 'He describeds the ‘situation in
his ‘own constituency. Many had gone
in on the land and by small ‘mills being
established near,them had:found a mar-
ket for the timber on the ‘land. This act
would have wiped out many of these
small mills, and,would have resulted dis-
astrously 'to many of the farmers, who
would vacate their land in consequence.

The Chief Commissioner rose and.an-
nounced that(the government had deeid-
ded to take the tax referred to off with
the .exception of timber exported from
the province.

Mr. Munro was glad to hear this.

T. W. Paterson questioned very.much"
if the province'had the Tight to go in and

by the Dominion government to the C.
P. R. and other railways. If the prov-
ince,could do that it could collect a sec-
ond royalty off timber cut on lands from
which™the Dominion government ecollect-
ed a royalty. He held it was unfair to
tax lands now which had before been .
exempt. ‘The minister said it was pro-
posed to make it only nominal. It had
been said from the government side that
no ‘attention should be paid ‘to represen-
tations made by bodies to the members '
onsuch subjects. But )it was quite ap-
parent ‘that the government had paid a
great deal of attention to the representa-
tions of timber men, or the act would not
have been altered to the great extent
it had. The country had:a right o ex-
pect that the government had given at-
tention #o the bill before it ,was intro-
duced.’

Dr. King said it was quite -evident that

previous that the Assessment bhill

to be put through  with all haste ‘w
the Loan Act. He hoped it was not ti
-intention to railroad this bill through in
the;same way. Applying the bill to his
own ‘district, he showed that from 1898
up ito 1901 the timber men had made
nothing. Owing to the opening up of
a market-in the Northwest they had now
been enabled to make atlittle out,of the
industry. The country was now deriv-
ing 'a _considerable_ reyenue from that
part of (the province. The timber men
protested that it ‘was impossible to con-
tinue under this bill. The license fee
was increased to'$115. They asked that
these licenses should be ‘renewable.
This was refused. (The land was lightly
timbered and it was necessary to have
at least five claims to carry on a profit-
able business. Through these licenses
not ,being renewable a man would have
to take $575 out of his profits to take
out new licenses. ‘It would result in
these ment-having to go te the banks.
Eventually the timber lands would pass
into the hands of 'the banks of the prov-

| States.
than crown lands, and ,would ,result in ' :

the'sale ofitimber upon their homesteads !

! long periods.
{ men were {onsulted before the bill was

collect from timber cut onqlands granted :

' really confiscated.

ince. There ‘had been circulated a re-
port-that timber men were making large
profits. He did ‘not think it was
Going into jthe Northwest ‘the British
Columbia Inmber was met by that from
Rat Portage and that from the United
The timber /men were preparing
to ask for protection from the Dominion
government. What force could this have
in the face of the fact that the province
was passing further taxes upon the tim-
ber men? The Chief Commissioner had
promised to bring ‘in an act resembling
the Ontario statute. How were those
who now held leases to be protected in
this ymattet? The bill, as it now stood,
would ybe an ‘express advantage to the
large ecorporations who held leases for
He had no doubt these

S0.

brought -in. The result of the measure
would be that'the small mill men would
be ‘driven out of ‘business. (There were
90,000 acres held under long leases in
the province which brought in $7,500,
This amount, if jheld ;under timber li-
censes, would bring in meore than double
that sum. Timber nfen wanted to know
where they stood «in their business. If
a new measure was to be introduced
next year the government should now
remove uncertainty By stating.what the
measure would be.

R. L. Drury though they were at a
great disadvantage. They had a bill be-
fore them, but the Chief Commissioner
had stated that there were important
amwendments. They did not, therefore,
know what measure was to be put be-
fore them. While his constituency was
not directly affected to any great extent,
yvet taking an interest in the country as
a whole he was rot, and hoped he never
would be, like those who had stated on
the floor of the House that it mattered
not how a bill affeeted a large class so
loug as the class which they claimed to
represent were not affected He recalled
the efforts put forth to give men a quit
claim to the land on Dominion lands.
Now the province proposed to step in
and tax the timber cut on if. This was
The outside wonld al-
ready knew of this. He personally knew
of instances in which deals had been
cancelled in consequence of this measure.
It was very unsatisfagtory to debate this
bill with the Premier, the Chief Commis-
sioner and other members of the govern-
ment absenting themselves. These men
only appeared in the House to vote. It
was 1most unbecoming to a legislative
body. He contended that if it was right
to fake $R00 as license fees for five years
that these should be renewable from
year to year by payment of the yearly
proportions.

A vote being taken the amendment of

the government when it attempted to
pass this bill did not know what it was !
doing. Had the bill passed as it-was in |
troduced it would ;have killed the tim- |
ber industry. The country had been told |
that this was a business government. I
They had :found this was incorrect. The :

legislature had ‘been informed the night ;

Mr. Oliver was lost by 20 to 14.

The Chief Commissioner wished
bill committed at once.

J. A. Macdonald asked if the Premier
would not consent to the bill standing
over until January, so that those im-
terested might be heard. He understood
that this was no part of the financial

the
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