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The Federal Coal Commission, as a part of its report on the’

- “Comparison of Wages by Districts Shows Union Mincr holds Great Advantage”

Alabama, 30 higher. To make $1,200 time worked in all dis-

y%earnings of miners, compared the earnings of districts and uatuatﬁcu ranged between 150-170 starts except in Piedmont, which
The northern states east of the Mississippi include [llinois, In|was 10 starts lower, Alabama tnd Maryland 10 and 20 starts

..dilﬂl,.mgln. Ohio and Pennsylvania. !
The southern states east of the Mississippa include Alabama, |
“i(entucky. Maryland, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia. :
The states west of the Mississippi include Arkansas, Colorado |
$fowa, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota.i
;plhhoma.. Texas, Utah, Washington and Wyoming. ; f
" In the survey of the mines within these groups there wercf
14,177 union mines and 751 non-union mines as fn aperation in |
1 4921. From data obtainable from these operations the commis- |
* gon made its comparisons of earnings. |

s

*

- The commission took up the work of the tonnage men first. |

W The percentage of mines with a small number of starts irre- |
:gulnly distributed throughout the year accounts in part for for lhcf
1 relatively large number of names appearing on the pay roll during |
e year. For the sixty-seven Indiana mines, 13,552 tonnage men
were reported, of whom 540 were machine miners, 7,401 pick
iners, 4,535 loaders and 75 worked in two tonnage occupations.
average number of tonnage men employed was 8,655.
. ¥  Machine miners with 148 starts camned $1,500 to $1,600.
s [p the same earnings interval pick men mhade 186 and leaders 179
starts. Locating average earnings approximately by the average
dumber of starts made by tonnage men—|30—we find machine
muiners making $1,400 to $1,500 in | 38 starts, pick miners $1,000
to $1.100 in 142, and loaders the same earnings in 132 starts.
full year tonnage men had a higher average, since the median
i $1,550, with 25 per cent of the miners
‘I.Gio.
In lllinois the most régular operaticn was by mines in the
jforthern area. However, the difference in days did not counteract
difficult mining conditions, and earnings for the year were
pwer in Northern lllinois than in any other of the areas.

earning more than

A table is given to assist in comparing the eamings of full
tonnage men in lllinois and Indiana, Southern Illinois shows

the highest earnings for the group in 1921. However, the curves
Central lllinois and Indiana follow it closely. The upper 30

iy divided between the 130-140 and }

higher. Loaders for the same area range from 130-150 starts
for $1,000, except Virginia, and Fairmont, whick are each 10
starts higher and Adabama and Tennessee, which are consider-
ably higher.. Men in the same occupation in five arcas earned
$1,200 in range of 10 starts, (150-160); in 3 others between
170-180. Four areas have a higher average with the Alabama
being highest in the whole southeast field.

“In the union parts of the southeastern fields, pick miners
to make $1,000 worked 140-150 starts except Fairmont, which
had ten starts less and Kanawha and New River, 20 each less.
It shoul be noted that these two fields fall ten starts below any
other field in the southern area. There is no change in the rela-
tive position of the fields in the $1,200 interval. The averages
for three districts are located between 150-160, with Kanawha and
New River 10 and 20 starts lower. Time for loaders in the same
area in three of the fields was between 130 and 150 for $1,000
earned, with New River 120-130. The $1,200 interval, ranges
from 160-169, with New River, Panhandle, and Tennessee 10-20
starts lower.” ;

" West of the Mississippi, pick s in most of the districts
made between 130-150 starts to earn $1,000-$1,100. Montana
ranged ten starts lower, Ark and Wyoming were 30 starts
lower. The only state west of the Mississippi above 250 starts (?)
is Missouri. The $1,200 interval shows the same relationship
bétween states in distribution of starts.

Loaders eaming $1,000-$1,100 worked 130-150 starts in
all states with two P : Ark was 20 and Wyoming 30
starts lower than the lower limit. )

In the central competitive field and Central Pennsylvania,
the rport shows, the time required for day men to secure $1,000-
$1,100 is fairly uniform when one takes into account the differ-
ences in the major occ i d. Blacksmiths are equal-
40-150 day periods, five
fields working in each class. There are two fields with carpenters
working 150 days. Brak are | d in the tw intervals

psl' cent of the men in the Belleville district also follow the trend
ob the other districts. The other 70 per cenit, however, fall in com-
tively lower earnings groups. For example, 40 per cent in
Belleville district earned but $1,200 while the same propor-
lion of men were earning zetween $1,400 to $1,500 in the other
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Figures show eight mines in Michigan employing an average
1,083 men. The concentration in numbers of tonnage men in
this state is found in earnings betwee $1,800 ad $2,000 for an
ayerage of about 227 starts. Loaders made $1.800 to $1,900
in an average of 226 starts’

The Panhandle area in" Ohio had an unusually good year|
operation. The average starts for the 42 mines discussed for
mings were 193. The absenteeism of tonnage men was 13 per
mnt, leaving an average of 167 starts per man. For this work-

time machine miners secured $1,700 to $1,800, pick

*“The southeast union division was lower in both 1920 and

“The non-union groups in the southeast, do not follow the
of the men fall at or below $1,350, 30 per cent at or below $1,653
in 1920. One-half were above $1,870, with one-quarter above
$2.195. 1921, for this division, was about $600 lower for 70
per cent of the men. The difference was three to four hundred
for the upper 30 per cent.

“The non-union groups in the southeast do not follow the
general conclusions drawn for the extensive study for 1921 con-

ning earnings in and non-union areas, since earnings are
more than $100 higher in the non-union than in the union areas
of the southeast. This is probably due to the small representation
for Alabama, Tennessee and Virginia fields, where eamnings range
lower than in West Virginia and in Maryland, which are most
fully represented. When 1921 is compared with 1920 for this
non-union sub-division, there is found to be a difference of only
$200 to $300 in the annual earnings of the two years. One-half
of the men in 1920 earned more than $1,730, with one-half in
1921 eaming more than $1,375.

““West of the Mississippi annual earnings range higher in union
and non-union sub-divisions than in any ecastern field. This is
equally true whether one considers 1920 or 1921, assuming al-
ways that comparison is being made for the same year. There
was very little difference in the and non-union groups for
1920. In 1921, the union groups were higher than the non-union
by a difference of $200 to $500. In 1921, 70 per cent of the men
eamed more than $2,000, 30 per cent more than $2,660 in both

union and mon-union divisions.

‘T MUST COME SOMETHING
MUST HAPPEN”

FRAGMENTS OF A PEOPLE'S LIFE.

turned our attention from Europe for
the the probl
These little sketches show that the

C

tleman on my left, because he rises to
close it

“Oh, no, | beg you,”" shouts the fel
low on the right, “let the fresh air
enter; | dent think you look old

idered, as are drivers. Motormen in one area fall below 130
days. Timbermen are mainly in the 140-150 period with two
fields as low as 130 and one at 160 days. Seven areas have 140
days for trackmen, four 130, and one 160. Considering all out-
side occupations, workmen earning $1,000-$1,100 in five areas
occur in the 140 interval of days, five in the 150, and two in the
160. Inside men work about |10 days less in nine out of the twelve
areas. When all the inside occupations are averaged, nine fields
work 140 days, one 10 days less and two others ten days more.
Summarizing, it will be seen that there is a range of about twenty
days in time worked for both inside and outside men, with a con-
centration about the 140-150 period.

For the porth-east union field, the concentration is in a wholly
different interval and tends to be about thirty eight-hour days
higher for the same earnings. Detailed iderati id show
also a greater deviation above and below the 180 interval where
the ¢ 3 s, than was noted for the unionized fields

19,600 to $1,700 and loaders $1,200 to $1,300.
In Northern Ohio, the 30 mines tabulated average 163
s with working time for tonnage men 151 starts. Machine
iners in the normal working time for the year earned $1,600 to
,800. Loaders made $1.200 to $1,300 in a slightly longer
riod.
t  The Hocking field had a poor year with very irregular opera-
lign in 1921, the report says. The 108 starts shown by the 41
i" in this compilation is far bel the average of all in
te United States. Tonnage men worked less than 100 days. We

of the central competitive area. The northeast union field has
about an equal distribution in the 140-150 and 150-160 days
range with seven cases where some one of the occupations is
above 100 days. The tendency is for inside men to make $1,000-
$1,100 within a spread of ten days, mostly concentrated in the
140-150 interval. Only three exceptions are found to this. Out-
side men are about evenly divided between 140 and 150 days
with a skew towards the 150 group.

Passing to the non-union areas in the southeast, a strikingly
different picture is presented. A greater scatter is apparent, with

3 and deeper into the slough of

enough to feel the cold already.
despond.

A forced smile appears on the face
and back bhe drops into his seat, shiv-
ering. The gentleman on my right
takes out his wallet and | see a pile
of real five and ten-dollar mnotes in

At Moabit.
The night is cold and rainy. A
wind one’s over-

sends shivers through the

coat

{baty.

the Town Hall of Old Moabit is dark
and unfriendly. One would kke to
be near the cosy and warm fire of an
English drawing room. But here |
am outdoors somewhere in Berlin,
somewhere in Germany, a poignant
feeling keeping body and soul in its
clutches.

Before the high gates of the Town
Hall | see a black throng of people,
hundreds, maybe thousands. | am
amongst them, ome of them. The

d.of i 22 Sine shage in
my ears, the key-note of which is a
compound of dullness, anger, hope,
and desperation.... What are they do-
ing here at this late hour?.._ The door

each time a bundle of men and wo-
men are allowed to enter...... ... ...
“...We are getting our dole,” explain

of the building opens at intervals and |

there; then he makes some calcula-
tions in his note book. The fat lady
opposite opens one of her parcels,
and starts in an old German-like man-
ner a 2 L&, - NN 2
of many rare foodstuffs which | have
not seen nor had for weeks. For
half an hour she smacks her lips.

g is a ti who
ulbﬁl..o&fﬂ“ndy.‘
who is well provided with all desired

Lower Rents Called For: Con-
fusion in the Courts: Advice
to Tenants.

By J. SILAS WHYBREW

Hardships are being created under
the latest Rent Restrictions Act, and
new legislation is called for in the
following article.

Mr. Whybrew demands the removal
of certain anomalies, and also urges
that rents must be reduced.

In view of the possibility of a new
Rents Committee being set up,, it is
important that the information Mr.
Whybrew asks for should be supplied
promptly.

Judges in a Muddie.

The Rent and Mortgage Interest
Restrictions Act, which became law
as from July 31 last, is playing wide-
spread havoc with the domestic af-
fairs of thousands of temants.

It may rightly be regarded as the
most mischievous piece of legislation
that the late Covernment was guilty
of perpetrating.

At the present moment, in all parts
of the y. whole families are liv-
ing in dread of the day when they are
due to leave their homes in conse-
q of the ord for p a
made in favor of the landlord.

The Act an
possession without offering other ac-
commodation or proving the existence
of any sort of available accommoda-
tion.

The Rent Acts were admittedly
passed owing to the lack of small

3 In face of

1 btai

to

mr
T

OVERSEAS COLUMN

e
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NEW ACT NEEDE™
TO .DEAL WITH .RENTS

| ence—takes the view that the

{is good if it gives the name of 1}

;Iov for proprietor,

“ Lower the Rents
The permitted

| must be reduced

| When the provisions of the

notie

fac

{
increase of remt
Rent

the On

{ Acts were under review by c

i "
jelow Committee of inquiry vidence

{ was submitted by the Nationa! Labor
| Housing Association and Federstion
lof Tenants' Leagues that, »: wages
Ihad been substantially lowered, the
increases in rent permifted under the
1920 Rent, Act should be reduced

This view was pressed on the feor
of the House of in  the
stages of the original Bill by Labor
M.P-...

Wages are on a lower scale than
A reduction of the
present 40 per cent. and 50 per cent
allowed under the 1923 Act should
be considered.

It is quite evident, also, that w
local authorities are dominated
landlords and house agents and
mutual friends it is impossibic 1o
tain the certificate to prove that the

Commons

six months ago.

by
their
»b
premises are unfit for human habua
tion, so that the increase of remt

be suspended.

Such councillors are ignoring the

can

reports of their medical officecs
health and the sanitary inspe
whether action is taken under the preo
Rent Acts or Public

of

tors,

visions of the
Health Acts.

At present the only course open
appeared to be to take the local au-
thorities to the High Court to urge
that a writ should be issued divect-
ing them to discharge thewrdu

The Act might be amended so that

of the certificate is not

» t another roof is avail-
< 2 the ok y <l
and b ity.

Bins in the Courts.

Of course, it is provided that the

ide if an L

worldly goods. His k of

course, he pays with airy paper mark
but they can manage to exist.
The fellow on my left smiles wear-

{ily and he muters: “It must come--
| something must happen!™

| At the Market Hall of a working-
class district . of Berlin: At all the

o middle-aged poorly-dressed, but
clean-looking fellows to me. See all
these people here, they wait for hours

‘theerefore, regard the earnings® opportunity afforded as|® Massing from 140 to 190. The variation in time worked is morning to get huge amount of 20 mi

R than 1-3 of a full-time working year. Machine miners’ earn-
& for the average starts range from $900-$1,200, pick miners

h» ly over $1,000 and loaders $700-$800.
¢ The various groups of states or districts were taken up ve-
ely, the commission and the eammings of each group studied.
-¢ report says:
“In order to secure a comparable basis for stating earnings
the fields dis d in the major sub-divisions of this
ort, the time worked to make $1,000 has been selected and
compared on the basis of this unit. It must not be assumed
it the $1,000 to $1,100 interval in the normal eamings for any
¥l for the year. There is no presumption in the selection as to
her earnings for a given field were higher or lower than this

. or not.

5
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» hlhmlcompe;iﬁveﬁddlheuislwhnmbu ;
starts worked by loaders of 130-169 to earn $1,000 to $1,100¢

the different districts. Four of the areas, Indiana, Michigan,
d two Ohio districts fall in the 130-139 start period: the Pan.
Ohio, and Northwestern Pitisburgh in the 140-149. All
rts_of the central competitive field have a fpirly_wniform dis-
th a working time of 160-169 is also an exception. Central
is ten starts above the competitive field with no
ce in working time in union and non-union mines. Other
-union areas in Pennsplvania have thirty starts more working
than the central competitive field, with the exception of
which is within the 20 start range of the latter.

00 group shows no significant shift in the relation of

sy

|

-

central competitive field from 140-160, Central Pennsyl-
in the same order as in the $1,000 interval already dis-

¢ Pick miners caming $1,000 fall within the 120-
””“Msh&cuﬂmﬁnm Central Penn-
ion areas of Pennsyl-
s bear the same relationship to each other and to the other
tricts for loaders as for pick miners, the upper limit of the

competitive field and the Westmorland and Connellsville

worked 150-160 The non

kmummwﬁmﬁusl.mh
150 starts in all districts except Fairmont, which is 10 starts
g Harlan and Maryland, which are 20 starts higher, and

S

-

phenomenal and there is a spread in days found in no other area.
In Alabama, blacksmiths, drivers and trackmen, as well as car-
penters, brakemen and motormen, work more days than in any
other state. .
Because of the more regular operation west of the Mississippi
the earnings of skilled occupations tends to be concentrated in the

worked to secure the extra $100, or about the same working time
as the central competitive field shows for $1,200.  No further | 'h* wubdued

Ihards each.

He laughed bitterly.

It buys--do you kmow it buys!” He
clutches a button of my coat. “Just
half-a-pound of margarine or just one
loaf of bread, for which, if you want
to get it, you have to fight before the
bakers shop. What seemed to be a

. -

and d here and

lothed K

there, are gr P
the merchants muat be protected a-
gainst possible riots and looti

™ for the purpose of the

| approach the stand of a
dealer. Twelve millined
the price for ten pounds.

of the Rent Act should be
kind of accommodation

.-eo-o-dn.‘ :ag must happen.

4

the major coal fields have been totalled.

against $1,150 in 1921.

than $1,430 and one-fourth more than $1.830.
that for the two years there was a difference i
$100 to $200 higher in 1920 though it was
in l-’ll;vﬂﬂmd,hl-—”

per cent.

1921 than either the northeast union or non-union. Ten per cent
earnings of full year men.

between 170-180, and the non-union fields of Pennsylvania |

“'One bhalf of the men carned more than $2.030 in 1920 and
one-fourth more than $2,370, while in 1921 one-half earned more

tive exp Opposi
whrsly and well clad lady
of parcels.

with piles

“Taking the northeast union territory, ten per cent earned |FRANCE SEEKS SUGAR WORKERS
$1,380 or less in 1920, while 10 per cent eamed $1,760 or less| Represestasives of the Fremch su-
in 1921. Thirty per cent carned $1.760 or less in' 1920, as

gar industry are said to have vidsited

French suga:r fa

and >
It is reported that the Central Labor

" =1 shall be glad ¥ ol

the p

essential, providing that gther evi

dence is submitted as proof of defect
New Inquiry?

Whatever new measures the new
House of Commons may be called
upon to discuss, the whole of the
working class in the United Kingdom
will readily endorse the immediate
consideration of a further Amending
Bill dealing with various clauses n
the present Act, which besr harshly
on tenants and tend to maintain *Len
standard of living on a lower level
than would otherwise be the case

As, no doubt, fresh evidence will
be required if the whole gquestion

" |of the operation of the Rent Acts is
"t be

thoroughly overhaule#—and
by a more representative committee
than previous committees have been
tenants and
secretaries of tenants’ organizations
will send me (at 136 Hampstead
way, London, NW.11), particulars of
cases that should be presented and

press cuttings of Court proceedings

\WHAT THE

MINERS ASKED

Higher Minimuwm Wage and
More of the Surplus.

The demands made by the miners
are —

(1) An increase in the minimum
wage from 20 per cemt to 40 per
cent sbove the standard rates.

(2) A greater percentage of the
P ds of the ind y to be credit-
ed to wages under the profit-shar-
ing clause.

€3) Fuller infogmation as to what
is charged against the industry as

it othes rom”, . Thy . mipers. boliove ...

that certain charges which are now
debited to revenue account are really
capital charges
. These demands bave been before
the owners for several months

At the owners’ suggestion » joint

Mﬂ was set up to give pk-

haustive consideration to the pre-

posals

Thet committee met on Wednes

day and Thureday of this week
o ' Reok

The outcome of these negotiations
it is understood, is as follows

I. Migimum Wage —The owners
refuse to agree to any increase

Z. Division of Surplus~—The own-
¢rs could not agree that profits chould
take 13 per cont (imstead of 7 per
cent as now) of any divisible surplss

3. Other comta—The owners sand
they would see whether it was p-ac
tcable to give the mformation ssked
for.
A lasge proportion of the miners
are now om or about the mmimum

Continued on page 4.




