THE

THE BUILDER OF ST.
PAUL’S, LONDON

They're Arranging to Com-
memorate Bicentenary of
Death of Sir Christopher
Wren.

London, Sept. 2 — Sir Christopher
Wren's name is indissolably linked with
St Paul's Cathedral, in the crypt of
which his body was laid almost 200

years-‘ago, and on February 26 next, a}

notable gathering in St. Paul's will com-
memorste the bicentenary of his death,
which occurred on Februury 25, 1728.
The Royal Institute of British Archi-
tects has the matter in hand, and a com-
mittee has been appointed to arrange the
details for the memorial services. This
committee consists of representatives of
governmenl departments, and of the
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great archaeological, artistic and scienti-
fic cocieties of London, also representa-
tives of the leading universities,

It is proposed to organize a procession

Sir Christopher. The president of the

Royal Institute for ' British “Architects |
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will lay a wreath on the tomb. On a
tablet over a doorway leading thereto
is the well-known epitaph in Latin to the
effect that the Cathedral is Sir Christo-
pher’s monument, and under this tablet
will pass many of the present notu‘ble
men of Great Britain. :

The architectural schools in ‘London
have been invited to produce a pageant
illustrating the period of Sir Christopher
Wren, preparations for which are al-
ready under way.. Visits to various
buildings erected by Wren will take
place, among these being the Royal Ex-

change and the famous Bow  Church,

IMES AND STAR, ST. JOHN,
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with its bells proclaiming all within
sound thereof to be Cockneys. It is
hoped by this means to draw attention
to some beautiful examples ot the work
of the great architect, and to stimulate
still further the increasing interest in
architecture displayed by the general
public.

Born at East Knoyle, Wiltshire, on
October 20, 1632, the son of a clergyman,

Sir Christopher Wren achieved renown as |-

an astronomer, as well as an architect.
He was professor of Atronomy at Gres-
ham College in 1657, and professor of
astronomy at Oxford University in 1660.
His undying fame, however, is con-
nected with St. Paul’s Cathedral, which
he designed and built.

Sir Christopher’s opportunity came
with the destruction of a large part of
London as a result of the great fire of
September, 1666. Almost all
churches in London were swept away,
by the flames, and old St. Paul's was left
in ruins. Sir Christopher was commis-
sioned to rebuild the Cathedral. The
first stone of the new Catherdal was laid
in 1675 and the last stone in 1710. Sir
Christopher made designs also for fifty
other churches which had been burned.

The many-sided genius of this remark-
able man, who was a scientist, as well as
an architect and astronomer, included
statesmanship. | He was a member of
the House of 'Commons from 1685 to
1700,

HEARS OF OFFER TO
MURIEL McCORMICK

Chicago Rumor Says Bid is
$1,000,000 for Four Pictures
—She Refuses to Discuss It.

Chicago, Sept. 2.—Miss Muriel Mec-
Cormick, daughter of Harold F. Mc-
Cormick and Mrs. Edith Rockefeller Mc-
Cormick, asked if she would accept the
rumoéred offer of a moving picture con-
cern to appear this winter in four pic-
tures for $1,000,000, said:—

“I will not tell.”

“I have given out no statement of any
kind,” she said, “regarding any inten-
tion of entering the movies, and I will
give out no statement.”

While she was refusing to comment on
hér reported “switch® from a career in
music to one on the screen, she was mak-
ing arrangements to attend a concert
with her music teacher, Mme. Vitorio

Arimondi. It was Mme. Arimondi who,
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more than a year ago, told the girl she
had received the wrong training in
Europe,

“I am so glad,” Miss McCormick had
said then, “to learn that I am not a
coloratura. I want to be a dramatic so-
prano. She tells me I am a lyric now
and will become a dramatic with ma-
turity.”

Mme. Arimondi insisted that she
knew nothing whatever about the re-
ported offer.

“All this talk of Miss McCormick in
the motion pictures is a great surprise
to me,” she declared. “I know mothing
whatever of it.”

Equal surprise was also expressed by
close friends of Miss McCormick, espe-
cially members of the Junior Friends of
Art, of which she is honorary president.
‘“We knew that Muriel had been
studying the movies a lot this winter,”
said one of the club directors, “but she
was studying the technique because she
wants to be a producer. She has visions
of a little troupe of actors all her own,
who will perform really worth-while
things.” '

Miss MecCormick is preparing to move
into a seven-room bachelor girl apart-
ment on East Oak street, near the back
yard of her mother’s estate, and is to
open a hat and frock shop with Mme.
Marguerite at ‘72 East Oak street on
September 15. She has spent the sum-
mer alone in her grandmother’s home.
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THE ROTARY CLUB
PONE FOR BOYS

The Rotary Ctud picnic for the boys of
the South End and East End Boys clubs
yvesterday afternoon was attended by a-
{bout 240 of the boys and many wof the
| Roarians, who were not the least boyish
of the party. There were enough auto-
mobiles to carry everybody to the
Bishop’s grounds at Torryburn which
had been kindly loaned for the picnic.
‘I'he starting place for the procession
was the head of King street East and the
fun began right there. As each new
automobile arrived the boys, lined up
along the sidewalk, gave hecarty cheers.
Banners bearing the legend, *“Rotary

the cars and it was a gay and lively
company that set out for the picnic
grounds.

Arrived at Torryburn the water was
the first attraction and everybody head-
ed for the shore. After a good swim-
ming there was a swimming race staged,
and the South End boys won over the
Fast End boys. Then came a lively
game of baseball in which the South End
boys were defeated by the East End
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boys by a score of seven to six. Thy
Rotarians and the boys were good moot-
ers and enthusiasm waxed very warm
during the game. A eall to supper soon
had the boys gathered round the pavilion
where sandwiches, cake, doughnuts, soft
drinks and ice cream were served and a
mighty supply demolished. A series of
races and jumping contests rounded out
the programme and prizes were award-
ed to the successful contestants in each
event. ; J

The picnicers came back to the city
before dark and it would be hard to
say which had enjoyed the outing more
the Rotarians or the other boys. It was
certain everybody had had the best of
times.
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