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EXPLODING
EXPLOITING OF
 “OLDEST MAN"

e

Supposed to Be 131 Years
Old — Doctor Says He Is
Not a Hundred. |
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HAS CONSISTENTLY
SERVED THE PUBLIC

SO WELL FOR

27 YEARS

THAT IT NOW
ENJOYS THE LARGEST
SALE IN AMERICA.

TRY‘ IT TO-DAY!
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(Toronto Mail and Empire.)
Some time ago an account was given
In this column of John Shell of Ken-
tucky, who was said to be 131 years old.
He was put forward as the oldest man
in the world, and on this assumption
thousands of people paid their dimes for
the privilege of looking at him in side
shows and shaking his palsied hagd.
Now arises Dr. I. L. Nascher, after an
_ investigation into the facts, to declare
that Shell is only 97, and that the con-
tention that he is a centenarian was put
forward by a little group of three or
four men, who have exploited him and
made a small fortune as a result. Dr.
_ Nascher invaded Kentucky for the sole
purpose of examining Shell, for it is not
often a doctor has an opportunity of in-
specting a centenarian. Whether he ex-
pected to find fraud is not said, but Dr.
Nascher’s article in the Sun and New
York Herald gives the impression that
he was not astonished at what he found.
In the first place he notes that Shell
lives in one of the most inaccessible
places in the habitable United States.
A journey of twenty miles, partly on a
razor-backed mule, occupied a day.
There was another stage of twenty miles
of which sixteen only were covered in a
day. It is impossible to reach the Shell s =
homestead, he says, without a guide, and
as a rule the Kentuckians do not wel-
come visitors. He believes that advant-
age has been taken by those who ex-
ploited Shell of the fact that it requires
much time and no little determination
to reach the old man.

Says He is 131.

He carefuly examined Shell, who is
undoubtedly the oldest man he ever met,
but saw nothing that might not be found
in a man of more than ninety and less
than a hundred. He says he is not only
old but he is illiterate and mentally de-
fective, and his ewn statement about his
age or about almost anything else is not
to be relied upon. He declared he is
suffering from a garrulous form of senile
dementia, with hallucinations and delus-
ions, but the magic figure “181” has
been so thoroughly drilled into him that
he never makes a mistake on this vital
point. No doubt if he lives another
couple of years he will continue to insist
that he is one hundred and thirty-one. |
Dr. Nascher tested him on many other
points and found his statements conptra- : Hardy in “Far From the Maddening
dictory. He didn’t remember how long | Crowd,” where the disseration of the old
he was married and could but make | malster upon his extreme antiquity is
feeble guesses at the ages of his children, ' one of the most humorous passages in
but he had no doubt whatever that he English literature. In the case of Shell
was 131 years old. And if you didn’t there are some records which Dr. Nas-
believe him the first time he would tell cher unearthed in the census bureau.
vou again. These show that John Shell is 97 or 98

The Mysterious Receipt. years old.

Bl 0y o | The Raty Geme
John Shell is as old as he says is an His case appears to be somewhat
alleged receipt dated 1809 in payment similar to that of Noah Raby, who died
of a tax, and nobody would be liable for in a New Jersey almshouse a few years
this tax who was not. of .voting age. | ago. He was supposed to be 137 yehrs
Where is this receipt? Dr. Nascher could old, and the most aged man on the face
not find it. None of those whom he|of the earth. In his lifetime no at-
interviewed had ever seen it, although |tempt was ever made to verify the claim,
one of the three or four men who ex- but after he was dead and the matter
ploited the aged man claimed to have |had ceased to interest him, an investiga-
seen a receipt dated 1829. The earliest tion of the records showed that he was
definite statement made by the subject less than one hundred years old. John
himself was when he was a witness in a | Shell must be absolved of any attempt
law suit in 1911, when he said that he|to deceive the public. He doesn’t know
“thought he was born in the same year | how old he is. Apparently his senility

/as Lincoln,” which was 1809. That has been taken advantage -of by those
would make him 111, or twenty years who saw in the old man an opportunity
yeunger than the advertisements claimed | to make some easy money. Shell admits
for him. His statements about his age that he was dragged from his comfort-
somewhat recall the story of the old | able obscurity by a few persons who
negro who had been carefally coached | promised him $200 if he would exhihit
as a witness by a rather unscrupulous himself under their auspices. He was
lawyer. Upon his testimony depended | to get $20, but complains that he received
the issue. His statements were most only $199. His sons declare that what
punctillious, and “all efforts to discredit | has been told about him is a “pack of
him on the grounds of uncertain mem- lies,” excepting the statement that he
ory failed until just as he was preparing | has two hundred descendants.

Infant Feeding

AR that s needed to
prepare Carnation
Milk for the snfant’s
suse $s 'proper dilution
with pure water. Emi-
nent physttians recom-
mend éh Ask your
doctor.

Chiidren Like Their Cereals More
—Eat More—With This
Wholesome Milk |
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to step from the box his own lawyer
asked: “And what year were you born
in, Uncle Moses?”

“Well, boss,” he replied, “scratching
his head, “it was either in 1840 or 1480.
I ain’t just sure which.”

SPANKING MACHINE
iomonree | DOESDUTY NOBLY

writer upon medical subjects in the .
American press, remarked some time ago . -
that there were no centenarians, and |T'reatment KEffective With

pointed out that practically all the per- I :
sons for whom extreme old age was Boys and GlI‘lS Ahke e
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‘of such a- miik supply! No
bother with bottles—no delayed

, deliveries—no uncertainty as to
quality, no need to buy cream.

You keep sealed cans of Carna-
tion Milk on your pantry shelves.

.

Eager to get out in the air—to
play outside—the kiddies are often
too impatient to eat a hearty
breakfast.

Low-cost, nourishing food—like
porridge and other cereals,
should be made appetizing for
them by using rich, creamy milk.

Try them with Carnation Milk.

Serve it asrich as they like it. Part
of the water has been evaporate
from the milk, giving Carnation a
creamy richness. For tea
or coffee it is just right.
Some also use it as it is for
cereals. -But for the chil-
dren’s cereal, add water to
Carnation Milk. ‘

An equal part of water re-
duces Carnation to a natur-
al “whole’”” milk. Even
more water can be added
for the children’s drink.

Imagine the convenience

claimed were illiterate, and came from
classes in the community where the
vital statistics were not carefully kept.
He said that he never saw official re-
cords to prove anybody one hundred
years old, and called attention to the na-
tural human vanity which prompts an
aged man to claim a greater age than
he is entitled to, just as it prompts a
middle-aged woman to somewhat mini-
mize the years to which she might lay
claim. The point is also handled by

Spanking, administered by a ’si)anking
machine’ has made Bridgeton a town of
well-behaved boys and won fame for the
mayor, Arthur.C. Whitaker, who orig-
inated the “machine” and who directs
its operation.

“Spare the rod and spoil the child” is
no mere proverb at the local city hall,
says the Bridgeton correspondent of the
Philadelphia Inquirer. More than 100
boys and a few girls, too, have gone
through the “spanking machine” in the
seven years that Mr. Whitakey has been
mayor, so that it is beyond the experi-
mer.tal stage, he says. Only one boy out
of that number ever came back for
“more.”

“Sore” Subject to Mention.

Until recently the nature of the
“spanking machine” has been very much
of a mystery. Mayor Whitaker and his
police would not tell what it was and
those who went through it considered it
too “sore” a subject to mention after-
wards. The spankings are all adminis-
tered privately in a back room at the
city hell and Mayor Whitaker makes it
a policy never to make public the names
of the boys who are spanked.

The “spanking machine” savors i no-
wise of the old whipping post. It is not
an implement of torture but for bene-
ficial chastisement of bad boys, says
Mayor Whitaker, who has a red-blooded
boy of his own.

“Pm a friend of the boys,” said the
mayor, “and when we spank them we.
try to make them see that it is for their
own good. When I went into office sev-
en years ago I decided that no Bridge-
town boy should be railroaded through
|to the county jail or reformatory for
sore petty offense if I could help it. So
when the boys were brought before me

100 Recipes
Many New Ones

You may not be
accustomed to
cooking with a
milk as rich as
Carnation. It im-
parts a fine flavor
to every dish.
Write for our Free
Book of 100 tested
.recipes—all good—
many quite new.

Whenever you want “fresh” milk
—you open a can of Carna-
tion. You use it as any other
milk—adding water of course,un-
less you wish toserveitas cream.

Nothing has been added-to Car-
nation Milk—no sugar—
no preservatives. '

The rich “whole’”’ milk is
sealed in new clean cans,
at our spotless condenser-
jes.. It is sterilized to
make it .safe and keep it
pure.

It comes to your table pure,
wholesome and rich.

Use Carnation
M:lk for

Table Use
Children’s Drink
Baby’s Bottle
Coffee, Tea
Cocoa
Cereals
Puddings
Custards
Cream Sauce
Gravies
Ice Cream
Salads
Welsh Rarebit
Cream Fillings
Icings, Candy
—For every milk
use

Phone your Grocer. He
is the Carnation Milkman.

=
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Carnation Mi

“«From Contented Cows”

for petty crimes and -thefits, I conceived The Camation Milk Pl’OductS Co.’ Limited

the idea ofs the “spanking machine” as AYLMER, ONT.

offering the best solution for their cases. v
No youthful offender is ever spanked %

without the full consent of his or her

parepts. The “machine” is “cranked
up” to fit the flagrancy of the crime.

Police Do Spanking.

. “When a boy commits some offense
| that gets him into the hands of the pol-
ice, he is brought before me and if the
offense warrants it, I sentence him to
the ‘spanking machine’s I have nothing
to do with the administering of the
spanking. The police do that. After go-
ing through the machine, the boy is
brought back to my office. He usually
has tears in his eyes and is ig a humble
spirit. I talk’ to him and show him
where he has done wrong and the effect
of it. I invite the boys to come back
and tell me how they are getting along
and to seek my advice in any of their
troubles. At times I find as high as a
dozen boys waiting here at my office in
the evening to talk to me about their
problems—everyone of them a boy that
I had previously sentenced to be spank-
ed.”

“The oldest fellow we ever put through
the machine was twenty-three years old
He had committed an offense that would
have sent him to jail and he chose the
whipping himself rather than be put be-
hind the bars. He had it laid on pretty
hard. He was so ashamed of what he
had done and of the spanking he got that
he left town the next day and we have
never heard about him since.”

Mayor Whitaker has used the “spank-
ing machine” exclusively for juvenile of-
fenders, with this single exception, but
he believes that if properly geared up it

I

to play hookey, even in the spring when
the fish first begin to bite, although
Mayor Whitaker takes such things into
consideration in having a boy punished.
Citizens give Mayor Whitaker’s “spank-
ing machine” the credit for the exceed-
ingly low average of commitments to
the reformatories and also for the check-
ing of truancy.

the mayor. “They thought it was some
contraption operated by a crank or
something like that. If the moral ef-
fect should be lost now that the public
know just what the ¢machine’ is, why
we will rig up a really, truly, mechanical
spanker to take the place of the barrel
stave and it will have some jolt to it

too, on the spot where it fetches up.”
Bridgeton is a manufacturing city of
16,000 population and has boys of about
the average type. The number of boys
committed from here to the reformator-
ies, however, is surprisingly low. The
cases of truancy are also few, as the
“spanking machine” makes it unhealthy
Ll
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“The brethren of a colored church at
McDuffle, Ga., were surprised at the
smallness of the contributions, but their
wonder ceased when they discovered
that one of the collectors had tar in
the top of his hat.

Color--Waterproof
Auto-Dressing
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YourRIGHT Arm of Power

the LONDON ENGINE
- An Engine You'll be | o
Glad You Bought! .

N, . -
HZRE is an engine sincerely built for service
—perfected in design and workmanship—

of A.1. materials and unconditionally guaran-

TO

After seventeen years at Automobile Painting, on all makes of cars

So refreshing
when fatigued

One of the surest roads to health is to
have a cup of Oxo after exposure to wet
or cold, or when fatigued. It quickly
renews vitality and gives just that extra
sustenance the system needs to make
good the wear and tear of everyday life
No trouble—no waiting—just an Oxo Cube and .
a cupful of hot water.

employing Locomobile and Packard Systems, we are now established here
and open to book orders.

Automobile Tops of All Colors

scientifically dyed and waterproofed, bringing them back to their original
colors and newness; leaving material soft and pliable. Being the inventors
of this Color-Top Auto Treatment, 'we call your attention to its first ap-

pearance in Canada.

| BERNARD DUNN

Original Signs of All Kinds Done by Dunn.

132 City Road

would be quite effective for wife beaters. tee{\lile «L ONDON"' has no tank, no fan—itis
Girls Spanked, Too. \ a water-cooled engine thatis frostprqof. Speed

. ) : ,,| may be changed while running. No packed

“Yes, we spank girls, too, sometimes,” | joints. Governor cut-out to save battery. De-
admitted the mayor, “but we don’t fivers full rated load and has power to spare.
spank as many of them as we do boys.” | Vertical type, as used in high grade autos, pro-

Some of the Bridgeton fathers havel wven best design. All parts standard and inter-
hung vp the old willow or birch switch | changeable. Let us send you the complete facts
in the woodshed since they heard of the
“spanking machine” and when Johnny
gets too obstreperous around home they
send him around to the city hall with a

Write for gasoline engine guide
LONDON CAS POWER CO., LTD.

h—'

10c.
25c.

Tins of 4 Cubes
10 Cubes

CUBES

vThe little strength-builders

50 Cubes - $1.25.
100 Cubes - $2.25.

note to the mayor or the police commis-
sioner to perform that duty that “hurts
me more than it does you, my son.”

“Parents who have seen how cffective
the “spanking machine” is, occasionally
ask me to spank their boys for them,”
said Mayor Whitaker. “If the boy has
been really bad and has gotten beyond
the control of his parents, we usually try
to accommodate them.”

The fact that it is known that ther
is a “spanking machine” at the city hall
has quite a moral effect upon the young-
er generation of the city.

“Pve had fathers come and ask me
‘what kind of a machine it is,’” said

12 York Street, London, Canada

Digestible,

No Cooking.

For Iniants, imvalids and Growing Childrea.

‘| pared with $5,000 last year,

CIVIC GRANTS IN TORONTO

At a meeting of Toronto city council
this week a vote of $10,000 to the Cana-
diare Institute for the Blind, as was com-
was added
to the following special grants which
were passed:

Trades and Labor Council, Labor
Day, $250; Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada, $100; Toronto Humane So-

Rich Milk, Maltcd Grain Estract in Powder.

ciety, $750; Canadian Military Institute,
Public Museum, $750; Amalgamated

Veterans® Association, $150; Army anc
Navy Veterans, $25; Ontario Safet
League, $1,000; Dominion Day Regatt.
$500; Ontario Rifle Associatiza, $40(
The following fixed grants wers @asscd
Toronto University, $6,000; Art &useun
of 'Teronto, $5,000; Toronto 'yeacher:
Institute, $600. The rgmaining estimatc
as passed were: Specidl grants: Hospita
for Sick Children, $55,000; Toronto Gen
eral Hospital, $14,152; National Sanitar
ium, $22,800; Grace Hospital, $14,400,




