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THE ADVENTURE OF
THE SPECKLED BAND

(Continueds)
“ ¢Ah, but I sleep more heavily than
you.”
“ ‘Well, it is of no great consequence,

at any rate.’ . |

She smiled back at me, closed my door,
and a few moments later I heard her key
turn in the lock.”

“Tndeed!” said Holmes. “Was it your
cusiom always to lock yourselves in at
night ?”’

”A.IW‘&_VG.”

“And why?”

“] think that I mentioned to you that
the doctor kept a cheetah and a baboon.
We had no feeling of security unless our
doors were locked.”

“<No, I have:not. It must be those
wretched gypsies in the plantation.’

“ Very likely. And yet if it were on
the Jawn I wonder that you did not hear

it also. :
““<Ah, but I eleep more heavily than
- ¥ “Well, it is of mo great comsequence, at
any rate” She smiled back at me, closed
my door, and a Téw nroments later I heard
her key turn in the lock.”

“Indeed!” said Holmes. “Was it your
dusbm:\ always to lock youreelves in at
MRt L ;

; “Always.” :
“And .why?” e ¥
“T ‘think that I mentioned to you that
¢he doctor kept a cheetah and a baboon.
We had no feeling of eecurity unless our
doors were Jocked.” ; S

' “Quite so. Pray “proceed with your
statement.” |

“T could not sleep that night. A vague
feeling of impending misfortune impressed
me. My sister and I, you will recollect,

e twins, and you know how subtle are

i links whi¢h bind two souls which are
soclosely allied. It was a wild night. The
wind was howling outside, and the rain
was beating and splashing against the
windows. Suddenly, amid all the hubbub
of the gale, there burst forth the wild
scream of a terrified woman, I kmew that
$t -was my sister’s voice. I sprang from
my bed, wrapped a shawl round me and
rushed into the corridor. As I opened my
door I seemed to hear a low whistle, euch
a8 ;my ister described, and a few mo-
ments later a clanging sound, as if a
maas of metal had-fallen. As I ran down
the passage my & r's.door was unlocked
and revolved slowly upon its hinges. I
stared at it horrorstricken, not knowing
what was about to issue from it. By the
light of the corridor lamp I saw my eister
appear at the opening, her face blanched
with terror, her hands groping for help,.
her whole figure swaying to and fro like
that of a drunkard. I ran to her and
threw my arms around her, but at that
moment her knees seemeéd to give way,
aud she fell to- the ground. She writhed
ag one who is

in terrible pain, and her
JAimbs were dreadfully convulsed. At first
I thought that she had not recognized me,
but as I bent over her she suddenly
shrieked out in a voice which I shall never

forget. ‘Oh, my God! Helen! It was
the band! The speckled band!” There
was something else which she would fain
have said, and she stabbed with her finger
into the air in the direction of the doc-
tor’s room, but a fresh convulsion seized
her and choked her words. I rushed out,
calling loudly “for my setépfather, and I
met him hastening from his room in his
dressing-gown, When he reached my sis-
ter’s side she was unconscious, and, though

| consciousness.’ Such was the dreadful end

of my beloved sister.”

“One moment,” eaid Holmes, “are you
sure about this whistle and metallic-sound?
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Could you ewear to it

“That was what the County Coroner ask-
ed me at the inquiry. It is my strong im-
pression that I heard it, and yet among
the crash of the gale and the creaking of
an old house, I may possibly have been

deceived.”
“Was your sister dressed?”

“No, she was in her nightdress, In her
right hand was found the charred stump of
a match and in her left a match box.

“Showing that' ehe had struck a light

”»

“ My sister appeared at the opening, her face blanched - with
i 3 : s £ S, a5 . b

“He investigated the case with ~ great
care, for Dr. Roylott’s conduct had long
been mnotorious in the county, but he was
unable to find any satisfactory cause of
death. My evidence showed that the door
had been fastened upon the inner side, and
the windows were bloeked by old-fashioned
shuttens with broad iron bars, which were
secured every night. The walls were care-
fully eounded and were shown to ‘be quite
eolid all round, and the flooring was also
thoroughly examined, with the same re-
sult. The chimney is wide, but it is bar-
‘red up by four large staples. It is certain,
therefore, that® my-sister was quite alone
| when she met her end. Besides, there
wre no marks of any violence upon her.”

“How about. poison?”

“The doctors examined her for it, but
without success.” ;

“What do you think that this unfortun-
ate lady died of, then?”

“It 4 my belief that she died of pure
-fesr and nervons ghoek, though what it
was that frightened her I canpot imag-
ine.”

“Were thére gypsies in the plantation &t
the time?? - ... & a- .-

“Yes, there are‘ mearly always some
there.”

“Ah, and what did you gather from
this ellusion to. a - band—a speckled
band #”? iy

“Sometimes I have thought that it was
merely the wild’” talk of delirium. spime-
times that it may have referred to some
band of people, perhaps to these very gyp
sies in the ‘-plantation. I do not kmow
whether the ‘spotted handkerchiefs which
s0o many of them wear over their heads
might have suggested the strange adject-
ive which she used.”

Holmes shook his hiead like a man who
is far from being satisfied.

“These are very deep waters,” said he.
“Pray go on with your narrative.”

“Two years have passed since then, and
my life has been until lately lonlier than
ever. A month ago, however, a dear
friend, whom I  have known for many
years, has done me the honor to ask my
hand in marriage. His name is Percy
Armitage~second son of Mz, Armitage,
of Crane Water, near Reading. .My. step-
father has offered no opposition to the
match, and we atve to be married in the
course of the spring. Two days ago some
repairs were started in the west wing of
the bnilding, and my bedroom wall has
'| beeén pierced, so that I have had to move
into the chamber in which my sister died
and to &leep in the very bed in which she
slept. 'Tmaging then, my thrill of terror,
when, last night, as I lay awake, think-
ing over . her- terrible fate, 1 suddenly
heard in the silence of the night the low
whistle -which had been the hereld of her
own death. I sprang up and lit the Tamp,
but nothing was to be seen in the room.
I was too shaken to go to bed again how-
ever, so I dressed, and as soon as it was
daylight I slipped down, got a dogeart at

terror.”’ the Crown Inng:which is opposite, and

drove to Leatherhead whence I have ceme

he poured brandy down her throat and
sent for medical aid from the village, all
efforts were in vain, for ehe slowly sank
and died withofit having vecovered her

4nd - Jooked about her when . the “alarm
< ) And
what conclusions did the Coroner come

took place. That is important,.

to”

"o this mdFning’ with the one object of

geeing -you and "asKing your adviée’
“You have done

friend. “But have you
“Yes, all.” :

wisely,” said iny
told me all?”

;ﬁtgmmoneybsckltnatenred.

“Miss Roylott, you have not, You are
screening your stepfather.”

“Why, what do you mean?”

For answer Holmes pushed back the
frill of black lace which fringed the hand
that lay upon our visitor’s knee. Five lit-
tle livid spots, the marks of four fingers
and a thumb were printed upon the white
wrist.

“You have been .cruelly used,” said
Haimes.

The lady colored deeply and covered
over her injured wrist. ‘“He is a hard
man,” che said, “and perbaps he hardly
knows his own strength.

There was a long silence during which
Holmes leaned his chin upon his hands
and stared into the erackling fire.

“This is a very deep business,” he said
at last. “There are a thousand details
which I should desire to know before 1
decide upon our course of action. Yet we
have not a moment to lose. If we were to
come to Stoke Moran today, would it be
possible for us to see over these rooms
without the knowledge of your stepfath-
er?’

“Ag it happens: he spoke of coming into

town today wupon some importent busi-

ness. It is probable that he will be away | bo

and that there would be nothing
We have a housekeeper
old and foolish, and I
her out of the way.”

not averse to this

all day,
to disturb you.
now, but she is
could easily get

“Excellent. You are
trip, Watson?” s

“By no means.”

“Then we shall both come.
you going to do yourself?”’

«] have one or two things which 1
would wish to do now that I am in town.
But I shall return by the 12 o'clock train,
so as to be there in time for your com-
mng. ks Wi

‘S‘And you may expect us early in the
aftérnoon. 1 myself have eome small
business miatters to attend to. Will you
wait for breakfast?”

“No, I must go. My heart is light-
ened already since I have confided my
troubles to you. I shall look forward to
geeing you again this afternoon.” She
dropped her thick veil over her face and
glided from the Toom: e o

“And what do you think of it all, Wat-
son?”’ asked Sherlock Holmes, leaning
back in his chair.

“It seems to me to
and sinister business.”

“Dark enough and sinister en.ough.”‘

“Yet if the lady is correct In saylng
that the flooring and walls are sound,
and that the door, window and chimney
are impassable, then her sister must have
been undoubtedly alone when she met
her mysterious end.”

“What becomes, them, of these noc:
turnal whistles, and what of the very
peculiar words of the dying woman?”

“] cannot think.”

“When you combine
Jes at night, the presence of
gypsies who are on intimate terms with
this old doctor, the fact that we have
every Teason to believe that the doctor
has an interest in preventing his step-
daughter’s marriage, the dying allusion to
a band, and, finally, the fact ,that Miss
Helen Stoner heard a metallic clang,
which might have been caused by one of
those metal bars which secured the shut-
ters falling into their place, I think that
there is good ground #o think that the
mystery may be cleared along those
lines.” deite

(To be continued.)
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MAY NOT ACCEPT

Quite . Improbable that Mc-
Arthur and McVey Will take
‘the $15,000 Bonus Off-
ered.

It is not probable that McArthur &
McVey will aceept the city’s proposal of
$15,000 and no extras. In an interview
last evening Mr. McVey did not appear
to: think that the agreement would be
signed, He said that while the matter had
not come up for final consideration be-
tween ‘the contractors he, for one, did not
think he could accept. -

‘They would be willing to go on with sec-
tion I and-section -2-as. far as Ellersley
Brook, but from that point to the lake the
plans laid before them had proved so mie-
leading—the test pite and borings being
quite incorrect—that they could not com-
plete that portion unless they recéived a
nus on the material taken out.

They had already loet heavily on that
part of ‘the section on account of the rock
encountered. The proposed payment of
$15,000 would not enable them to finish
the contract and come out without a loes.

Mr.McVey was not prepared to say what
would be done if they declined to accept
the new proposal. They were willing to
shoulder. some of the coet, he said, but
they expected the city to give them a fair
price for the enormous amount of addi-
tional work they had to do.

As regards fipishing the work by Nov. 1
the state of the weather would greatly
affect the progress made. . A rainy fall
would render it almost impossible to get
through, especially when the right class
%f dmen for the work were 6o hard to

nd,

Mr, MoVey wspoke earnestly and in evi-
dent good faith of his desire to see the
work completed this year. “We are will-
ing to do all ‘we can,” he eaid. “I have
bad 22 years 'experience’ in all kinds of
work and hitherto I have .always made a
success: 1 see by the papere. that one of
the aldermen wante to see us go on ‘like
men.’ It is easy to talk, it is difficult to
do.. We don’t seem to get.any credit- for
what we have done. Section 1.is now the
most @dvanced section of the four, and
by the middle of September I estimate it
will be completed. There are about 7,000
feet of the woodstave pipe now in posi:
tion and we are making rapid progress.”

Reverting once more to the proposed
new agreement Mr. McVey said: = “The
city seems to have hung this bait so high
that there is little probability of our
reaching it.”

WILL HAVE “BORE PARK.”

Moneton, Aug. 22-(Special)—The city
council tonight decided to take steps to
purchase a property at the lower end of
the city for “Bore Park.)” Legislation
authorizing the council to purchase the
property for park purposes will be hsd,
and it was decided to vote $7,500 towards
the proposed park, providing $4,000 in
private subscriptions is secured.

The street pavement question was up for
discussion, and a committee that visited
New York favored Hastings Asphalt block
| pavement, but the majority of the board,
including Ald. Givan, the new man af the
board, decided to refer the pavement
question to the city engineer and chairman
of the board of works to report on the
most suitable roadway.

CHITTICK GOES UP THE LINE

Halifax, Aug. 22—William Chittick, of
8t John, was found guilty of breaking
into buildings and stealing on three counts
ahd was eentenced to two years in Dor-
chester penitentiary on each-charge, “the
sentences to run concurrently. -

On the day a man discovers that he is a

tool he begins to acquire wisdom.

DOCUMENT

YELLQW FEVER

New Orleans is Convinced
That the Disease is Check-
ed In That City and Regards
the Situation as Encour-

aging.

° NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 22.—With fhe
fever checked in the city, and plans under
way to prevent further re-infection from
the country, the local situation is still
encouraging. Of the new disease cen-
ters eight are above Canal street, one is
in Rosa Park, a fashionable residence
park opening into St. Charles avenue, a

"well known citizen and member of Gov-

ernor Blanchard’s staff being the victim.
Another case is at a iboys’ college far
down town, one of the employes being
stricken.

Rev. Father Aveilko, pastor of St.
Maurice church, is another patient re-
ported today. Of the deaths, only one
occurred up town. oy

The mews from outside the city shows
the continued seriousness of the situa-,
tion. Definite information was received
from Dr. J. A. Devron, the State Board
physician sent to Leeville, at the mouth
of Bayou -Lafouche, a few days ago. His
repont shows that the first news réceived
from there was not-exaggerated. During
two days of work he found 68 positive
cases of fever; 53 suspicious cases, and
145 cases of demgue.

Patterson reports 15 new cases and mno
deaths.

Hanson city reports six new cases;
Kenner one; and Sarpey plantation two.

There was one death on Elizabeth plan-
tation in Yborville.

St. Rose, in St. Charles parish, has
two casés, and one is dead.

Corrine plantation in St. Bernard par-
ish, below the city, reports one death,
that of an Italian boy.

Mississippi city reports- three new
cases, and atates that the report that the
state board has declared the fever epi-
demic there is unfounded.

Sherbrooke, Aug. 22.—(Special)—~Ai Lamb-
ton (Que.) on the Quebec Central Rallway,

fire today destroyed _twenty-nine houses,
chureh, convent and Presbytery. The burnt
houses formed one.third of the village,
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