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Commander of the Supreme Council and Grand Master of the Temple in Scotland,
A devoted Mason and active in many branches of the fraternity, the death of this
Rrother will be a serious loss.

Since our last annual meeting, an IIL*. Brother, who was at that meeting
created an active member, and understood to be for the Province of Nova Scotia.
has removed into another Province, There is no regulation of our Supreme
Council dealing with a matter of this kind. In the Northern Jurisdiction of the
United States removal from the State for which a Brother was created an active
member vacates his membership after a certain period has elapsed. In the South
ern Jurisdiction Section 9 of the Constitution provides : ““ If an Inspector General
‘“remove permanently into another jurisdiction (State or Territory) in which there
*“is a resident Inspector General, or a Special Deputy of this Supreme Council,
*“he ipso facto loses his active nh'mln'l\hi]r and becomes an Hnllnl.ll} Member ;
‘“ but by vote of the Supreme Council may be made an emeritus member,” The
only provision in our constitution dealing with the matter of remoyal refers to the
removal from the jurisdiction of the Supreme Council and not to removal from one
Province to another. It is quite clear that if a)l of the Brethren who are Active
Members in one Proviiice were to remove into another there would have to he a
new creation of Active Members from the Province thus deprived of its representa
tives. T say it is quite clear, but this would after all only be as a matter of
expediency and of duty, not as a matter of constitutional law, for it must be
remembered that while it is understood here that certain members represent par
ticular Provinces, and, possibly, may be created for these Provin es, the constitu
tion itself does not make any provision for representation by Provinces, and I do
not think that the standing of any of our present members could be affected by a
new rule. Nevertheless the matter is one which ought to be provided for by
constitutional regulation.

Having regard to the extent of our territory, which compels the expenditure
of large sums for travelling expenses by those Brethren who attend our meetings
from distant places, to the conditions of life in some parts of the country, to the
many calls upon our Active Members, several of whom discharge public functions
of various kinds, it is a fair matter for your calm consideration whether the rule
should be rigidly enforced which deprives an Active Member of his seat for failure
to attend the Annual Sessions within a certain time specified in the constitution,
We need and should have the counsel, advice and assistance of all of our Brethren
in Supreme Council, and if we all remained away the consequence would by
serious.  But it is wise to have regard for the conditions of the Rite in the Provine
to which these members belong.  Are they fairly doing their duty at home? Arc
there others ready to take their places whom we would desire to have ?  The rule
in regard to non-attending Brethren is made principally to meet a particular con
dition in the Supreme Council itself, Its rigid enforcement may not be the wisest
thing.

Without anticipating the reports of the Deputies of the Secretary-General and
of the Treasurer-General, I may say that these reports will show a very good con
dition of affairs. Our membership increases, the number of our Subordidate Bodies
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