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against any religious influence except that which is exclusively 
Catholic. In this country, then the Catholic religion has had the 
best possible opportunity for developing its legitimate and 
counteracted tendency. To ascertain that tendency, let the pre
sent state of this country, be compared with that which skirts our 
southern boundary. .

Canada was settled nearly at the same time with Key England, 
and drew its colonists from a country inferior to none except 
England, in civilization, arts and enterprise. Canada in its mighty 
rivers and fertile soil, possesses commercial and agricultural ca
pabilities fully equal, if not superior, to those of New England. 
But colonies too were originally unde* the influence of the clergy. 
No Protestant country, was ever more swayed by its ecclesiasti
cal members, than was New England for the first one hundred and 
fifty or two hundred years of its existence, In Canada, the influ
ence of Catholic priests, has always been extensive and powerful. 
These two countries grew up side by side. If ever therefore 
there was a decisive experiment to determine the legitimate, and 
diverse influences which result from pure Popery and pure Pro
testantism, here was one.

New England grew and improved ; school and colleges sprang 
up in the forest j its population increased with a rapidity which 
almost defied calculation, From her bosom she has sent out 
swarms of industrious settlers to the south and west. It was the 
spirit of New England, infused into the whole nation, which has 
made America a nation of enterprise, intelligence, and piety. 
Traverse the cities and towns of New England, you find the most 
prominent and splendid indications of prosperity, industry, 
power. In the country villages, the appearance of the fields, the 
cattle, and the farm houses, manifest a high degree of taste, judi
cious management and thrift. In every town, even the most ob
scure, several schools are maintained nearly all the year, and so 
genèrally is education diffused, than an adult born and bred in 
New England, who cannot read and write is almost a prodigy. In 
every nook and corner where a water privilege is found, there 
springs up a manufactory, built and managed by native artists; 
creating wealth and beauty in some of the most barren townships.

It was the influence of an EïongeUcal Protestant Clergy* which 
formed New England character, enterprise and knowledge. They 
founded her colleges, and educated her sons, and used the power 
which their piety and education gave them, to etevste,, to en
lighten, and to free.

Canada has advanced but slowly in population, having increased 
u*ly six hundred thousand, ip two bund red years. U meet be re
collected, that she has never been subject like New Englop* to a 
drain from emigration» but has retained all her suns ip, her *ws 
bosom. She bns no manufactures, except a. few articles of the 
most ordinary necessity . Lately, schools are established i« the 
country parish*#» under the authority of a recent.net ofparhfrment; 
but at present, in the Catholic portion of *e pmiaee, t*ey are 
few in nuiub^F and miserably low in point oi character. Until
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