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The U. S. Elections.

‘4 Mr, Harding's election as president
Mwes not a surprise. : Its significance
Qles in the large majority for the Re-
ublican party in the most wealthy
end populous states in the union, and
fn the fact that Governor Cox appears
%o have carried only southern states,

The south for fifty years has voted
Pemocratic much on the same prin-
#lple as induced the Irish members of
parliament to always sit on the oppo-
sition benches no matter who com-
Posed the government. The south
does not divide in a presidential elec-
klon, and, therefore, a Democratic can-
didate carrying the southern states
does not mean a great deal. It does

ot mean in this instance that thel.

@outhern people were pleased with Mr.
WWilson or his policies. The northern
People were most certainly thoroly
displeased with both, ;

We believe the League "of Nations
{ssue cut little figure in the campaign
except in so far as the prejudice
#gainst President Wilson made the
league unpopular. The country want-
1 a.  change, and most evidently
wanted the Republican party to again
take charge of affairs, Harding was not
personally a strong candidate, but any
eandidate nominated by the Chicago
convention was bound to be elected.
he disaffection among the Irish, Ger-
man and Italian voters made 'Demo-
gratic success impossible in the cities
while the prohibition sentiment made
puccess almost impossible for them
in the rural districts. Never was a
political party so gored and gaffed from
one end of the campaign to the other.

The next house will undoubtedly be
pontrolled by the Republicans, and
they should have a working majority
#n the senate. This will give the new
president a fair chance to inaugurate
whatever his policies may be. We may
be sure they will include protection
with a capital P. His new tariff, we
dear, will withdraw from Canada all
those benefits which came  with the
passage of the Underwood tariff act
in 1918, He will not cramp or inter-
fere in any way with the plans of
big business. Indeed, the next admin-
istration will be a return to the days
of President McKinley.

It must ke remembered, however,
that Mr, Harding will not be inaugu-
 yated until March 4, and that the newly
' @lected congress (unless convened in
extra session) will not assemble until
December, 1921. -
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Making the_Nickel Crowd
Disgorge. .
Yesterday the International Nickel
Company sent its cheque to the pro-
wvincial treasurer for $504,000. ‘The
eheque was to cover current taxes and
taxes in arrears amounting to $300,-
000. Of this particular cheque we will
bave something to say later on. For
the present let us comment- upon the
fact that the” International Nickel
Company is paying over half a million
dollars as taxes into the provincial
greasury.

‘A few years ago The World sent
@ reporter to Queen’s Park to ascer-
tain what taxes were being paid by
this company. He was passed from
one official to another until he reach-
ed the office of Sir William Hearst,
then minister of lands, forests and
mines. All along the line of this of-
ficial gauntlet he was told that the
anorina.tion could not be given to the
public. The World, however, did a
Qittle figuring based upon the total
revenues from mineral taxation and
the taxes paid by the silver companies
and other mining corporations not
gashamed to make public their returns
for taxation, and from these deduced
the conclusion that the International
Nickel Company could not be paying
o the province over fifty thousand
gdollars a year in taxes.

Later on it turned out that by vir-
Bue of the celebrated Hearst-Nesbit
ggreement the company was only pay-
Ing to the province $40,000 a year, al-
#ho it was making huge pmm& These
profits were disguised, or at least our
pimple-minded provincial officials were
poodwinked, by the device of the min-
fng company selling the nickel matte
#o the T%gning company at cost, thus
@eclaring all profits at the American
pnd.

The World persisted in its demand
fhat this company pay the taxes it
pwed to the province, and finally
proused public opinion to.that exfem
ghat the company was forced to pay,
gnd the government at the time did
pollect $1,500,000. Now, after a law-
guit, the province gets another half
gillion. If The World had kept quiet
fhe International Nickel Company, in-
ptead of paying $2,000,000 into the
prov‘incml treasury between 1915 and
§920, would only have paid $240,000
@r about 10 per cent. of $2,000,000.

!‘ Now, with a new government at
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the helm with no embarrassing com-
mitments, we want to sée this com-
‘pany compelled to pay its taxes and
pay them promptly. We would also
like to see the government compel
this company to state the quantity,
nature and value of the precious
metals recovered in refining the nick-
el matte, such as platinum, paladium,
polonium, ete. The Drury government
will find itself abused by many news-
papers and subjected to strange in-
fluences from men in high station if
it attempts to make the International
Nickel Company comply with the laws
of Ontario, but that should not deter
the, government from going ahead. Mr.
Drury has -exposed astounding scoun-
drelism in connection with timber
thieving. He may strike even more
astounding revelations when he comes
to probe into the mining concessions
We
would not be surprised if he found
a mixture of big business ax\d crook-
ed politics. :

* How Fast the Drop?

Bankers, public men, newspapers,
brokers, are all discussing the method
of the drop in prices now under way.
Is it to be orderly or with a bang?

Thp banks want it orderly, step by
step, so that any loss may.be “mopped
up” before another -drop takes place.
If this is well arranged the banks and
wholesalers will * lose comparatively
little, .

There are many others who want to
see it over quick and things get down
to bed rock in short order, This might
entail loss on the owner of the goods,
on his banker or other creditors. But
it might give low-priced goods quick
to the consumer. ;

The best thing for all would be to
see the loss that must attend such a
drop in prices distributed among the
one who sold the goods, the man who
bought. them to sell, and the banker.
But these three would like, if they
could, to put it all on the public. But
the consumer ‘may refuse to take up
the burden of the others. He'll wait
till prices drop.

As a matter of fact it will adjust in
no specified way; nor will it save any
one or more classes; nor will the
public get by without taking up some
of the loss. The losses will have to go
round. Many of the parties will have
to stand and will be-able to stand the
shock; but quite a number of the
weaker parties to the process may be
wiped out or badly crippled.

The sooner the drop is over and
the mess cleaned up the sooner will
business get normal again, and the
public come into more reasonable
charges,

The morall of it is that the man in
business who gets out first will be
best able to take care of himself, to
buy fresh stocks at lower figures and
start business afresh on a better basis.

The sooner a nightmare is over the
better for all parties. And even & sub-
stantial drop in prices can only be a
temporary matter for many. But it
will start business going again much
more like what prevailed in pre-war
times.

‘17 A View From the Grandstand.

The 'Winnipeg Free Press, after
thinking it over for several days, de-
livers judgment upon the speech with
which Premier Meighen opened his
western tour at Winnipeg. The Free
Press finds the prime minister to be
a finished platform orator, vehement
in pressing home a strong argument,
merciless in flaying a weak opponent.
Thus we are told: 3

‘“The prime minister devoted a
great amount of time to Mr. Mac-
kenzie King, whose position on the
tariff he subjected to a search-
ing and destructive criticism and
analysis. Mr. King will prob-
able find it beyond him to make

a complete reply to Mr. Meighen's

adroit and searching onslaught;

and he will have to revenge him-
self by seeking grounds for a cri-
ticism of Mr. Meighen to which
the prime minister can make no
adequate reply. The opening is

there.” . 3

The Free Press, however, thinks
that Mr. Meighen's speech was *“old

ONCGLE SAM: Oh-b-hoh | Ui glad it's dver!

stuff.” He is'wasting his time, it
says, in defending the formation and
the record of the Union government.
Insistent reiteration of faith in the
National Policy nettles The Free
Press, which says no one has ever
disputed Mr. Meighen's claim to be a
protectionist. Why, we are asked,
doeg not Mr., Meighen say something
about railway rates, immigration,
about Canada's status as a nation,
about restoring to the western pro-
vinces their natural r&ources?

The Free Press actively supported
the formation of Union government,
and to that government, for a long
time, gave unfaltering support. Now,
however, it finds that the fonces
which combined to make Union gov-
ernment have disintegrated, and that
we are returning to the party system.
Evidently The Free Press is not to be
the exponent of that political 'party
which supportg the government. Will
it return to the Liberal fold or will
it support the Farmers' party?

Possibly The Free Press surmises
that the result in the prairie west
does not at all depend upon its de-
cision. Not long since it assured both
Premier Meighen and Mr. King that
they were to get a wanm
welecome and a great crowd
wherever they went in the west,
but that neither of thein must
count upon carrying any seats in the
prairie provinces at the general elec-
tion. It, no deubt, agrees with other
shrewd observerg in thinking that the
Farmers' party can ofily be destroyed
by internal dissensions, and that it
will be made all the stronger and de-
termined by externa] attacks. That
being so The Free Press can only
take a seat in the grand stand, enjoy
the contest and hold a waiting brief.
Is it wwaiting, like The Toronto Star,
and possibly The Toronto Globe, for
a political Foch to appear ‘who will
bring the Liberals and the Farmers
under a unified command and lead
the allies to victory?

Remarked in Passing.

Yesterday having been Harding’s birth-
day, the United States was much €oo
polite to turn him down when he askéd
for the presidency.

- * -

Now that the presidential elections in
the United States are over the British
lion can begin to take the knots out of

his tail.
* o

/By the way in which charges are be-

ing laid against Rev. Mr. Spracklin, it

Better tell your dealer to keep you a
copy. They will be sold out early.
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Be sure and read the first instalment
of Billee Glynn’s startling series of
stories about the mixing of the white
and yellow races in Toronto.
appear in this paper tomorrow morning.

It will

for Busy People

would appear as tho he has been ef-
ficient enough t¢ have made some ene-
mies up Essex way.

* % . .

Sir Sam Hughes is mobilizing a force
to exterminate troublesome bears in the
neighborhood of his big Haliburton ranch.
The bears should be told what happened
to the Germans tne last time Sir Sam
organized an armed force.

L L L4

Having finally declared against the
league of nations, which aimed to limit
armaments and prevent war, the Unifiad
States will proceed to argue out on *he
old lines any difference of opinion that
may arise with Japan.

ARMED INSPECTORS
TERRORIZE PEOPLE

(Continued From Page 1).
brothers, who havé since been dis-
missed, had entered suspected houses
illegally. It was also a matter of
record that Spracklin had ex-convicts
on his staff, one of whom held a
woman up at the ends of two re-
volvers. .

A party of ten young respectable
people were out on the river when
Spracklin and his men, with drawn
revolvers, held them up.. He hadino
warrant far such action. Sprackiln,
too, made it 'a practice of carrying
around blank warrantg in his pocket.

The notorious Hallams were now in
Toronto, and altho they were pubilic-
ly charged with accepting bribes, yet
no action has been taken against
them. . Thousands of dollars had been
paid in bribes to officers of the law
—this was a matter of record—and
Mr. Healy believed if a judge were
to hold an investigation it would be
found that the amounf paid out in
bpibes would amount to the grand
total of $75,000. -

“Gentlemen, you would not in To-)
ronto stand for one moment for what
we in Windsor have had to tolerate,”
declared Mr. Healy.

Dr. Godfrey—Spracklin is a fool.

Mr., Healy—Why does the govern-
ment appoint fools?

Dr. Godfrey — That’s what I want
to know,

Major (Rev.) Tolmie expressed his
configlence in Mr, Spracklin.

Interfered. With Weorshippers.

A glaring instance of official inter-
ference with the rights of the people
was given by Mr. Healy, who said
that after a large religious celebra-
tion in one of the Roman Catholic
churches at Windsor, special officers
without any authority, had stopped
15 motor cars driven by worshippers’

on their way home with their fa,milies«

and searched them for liquor. The
incident provoked great indignation.

Another thing Mr, Healy objected to
was the mysterious removal of competent
license officials from the Windsor area
and he strongly urged that only  com-
petent and experienced men should be
employed after their antecedents had
been thoroly inquired -into.

In the Windsor district there were 56
doctors, and Mr. Healy said that to-
gether they issued on an average over
4000 prescriptions a month at an aver-
age fee of $2 each. By this means of
distributing liquor about 10 per cent. was
used for medical purposes. He did not
blame the doctors, but he could not con-
ceive why three laymen with autocratic
powers should be put absolutely in
charge of the medical profession. of the
province.

Lie and Get Liquor,

Mr. Healy could not understand why
the license board could not devise some
means whereby a specified amount of
liquor could be distributed in such a man-
ner that the board would know exactly
where it went, Under the O. T. A. all
a man had to do to get liquor was t¢
become a liar.

Mr. Healy had advocated giving the
authorities at Windsor a high powered
car, and when one was Pprovided what
was his astonishment to see, instead of
regular provincial officers using it, the
Hallam brothers in the front seat and
Rev. T. D, Spracklin in the back. This
was only a few days before the Hallams
were dismissed.

It was impossible to catch bootleggers
in the Detroit River with ten motor
launches, Mr. Healy declayed, and in any
event that should be’ the® work of the
United States authorities.

‘“What I+ want to protest against,”
concluded Mr. Healy, “is the action 'of
the -department in allowing unknown,
inexperienced men to go around armej
and with blank search warrants in their
possession. terrorizing the people. We
will not stand for it.”

Mr. Raney Is Informed.

Attorney-General Raney said he had
heard of the alleged irregularities re-
ferred to. Mr. Furlong of Windsor had
Jjust seen him and said he had a petition
signed by 2000 names, asking for an in-
vestigation. He was told to bring
specific charges and a commission would
be -appeinted. No doubt there had bren
irregularities, but it must be remem-

| bereq that they were simply charges, and

had not been proved. Before an in.

quiry could be held specific charges would
have .to be made.

It was the desire of the department to
employ experienced officers, but they
were hard to get. ’

To Hartley Dewart Chairman Flavelle
said it was foolish on the part of Mr,
Spracklin to engage the Hallams after
they had been dismissed by the license
inspector. The younger Hallam had
served six months at Burwash, Spracklin
had subsequently admitted that he was
satisfied that thé Hallams had double-
crossed him.

Major Tolmie: “Should you not hold
inquiries into alleged irregularities with-
out being requested?”

Mr. Flavelle: “We have too much to do
enforcing the O. T. A. to institute crim-
inal proceedings.”

Wants Facts First.

The attorney-general said his depart-
ment was considering now what to do
about the charges made of crookedness.
They had no evidence yet of any, but
if the committee could get at the facts
he would see if prosecutions could not
be instituted.

Mr. Flavelle said his department was
considering the prosecution of one Jef-
frey, a ‘spotter,”” for accepting bribes,
This man had in turn made similar
charges against other officers, and had
been retired. Inspector Ayearst had
been told by different people that they
had paid money to Jeffrey. "

Mr. Healy: “I would recommend that
the “Windsor license inspector and
Spracklin be called before this commit-
tee and asked about carrying . around
blank search warrants. It is an illegal

act.”
“It’s the first I have

Mr. Flavelle:
heard of that.”

On motion of Major Tolmie the at*
torney-general will be asked to investi-
gate conditions in Windsor thru the me-
dium' of a judge.

J. W. Curry said he had given in, the
names/ of several men whom he wanted
summonsed before the committee, but
was told the committee did not have the
power to force their attendance.

Thinks It Has Power.

Mr. Dewart maintained that the com-
mittee was given power'to sit during the
recess and could not understand why
it could not summon witnesses.

The suggestion of Mr, Dewart that
the report of the judge who would in-
vestigate affairs at Windsor be sent
to the committee was approved.

A. E, Ferguson, Winnipeg, said he re-

impossible.

et
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: CHAPTER XIV.
‘In Which the Area Widens,

. If any critic, on perusing this
chronicle, is moved {o peevish con-
demnation of Armathwalite’s amaz-
ing- conduct that morning, the man
himself would be the last to protest.
He might urge that he was dazzled
by the new and entrancing realm
whose bright waters and fair meads
he could discern beyond the present
rough and dangerous ground. He
might plead ' the literal truth—that
when he went in pursuit of Marguer-
ite Ogilvey he had no more intention
of declaring his love than of shasten-
ing to Dover and endeavoring forth-
with to swim the English Channel.
But, making every allowance for a
confirmed celibate who had suddenly
become a devout lover, and to whose
anms the lady of his choice had com-
mitted herself without any pretense
of restraint, it must still be admitted
that he wag guilty of a most singu-
lar- omission, in failing to make
known to her his very identity!

He remembered the phenomenal
lapse when too date., Even to ‘that
practical side of his character which
reproached ' the emotional side with
a- ridiculous forgetfulness, he could
only say, in mitigation of sentence,
that the sudden appearance of the
car brought about such a novel sit-
uation that all else yielded to the
need for prompt and skillful judg-
ment in deciding Marguerite’'s im-

'mediate future.

It was all the more difficult to think

logically and act decisively when |

Marguerite . herself, ever and anon.
was lifting adorably shy eyes to his
while the ‘two were making the best
of the unusual meal he had provided,
There, nevertheless, within a few
feet, stood the obedient giant whose
stout . mechanism rendered many
things possible that were hitherto
The chauffeur, who gave
his name as Storr, had taken off the
bonnet for a critical glance at the
six cylinders which had forced near-
ly two tons of metal and wood up
the stony and rutted surface of one
of the womnst moorland tracks in
Yorkshire. He seemed to be more
than satisfied. The water in the
radiator had got rather excited, but

presented the distillers-of Canada, which

‘included Walkers, Corbys, Seagrams and

Gooderham & Worts, They were all, Mr,
Ferguson 'said, opposed to the present
system of interprovincial trade in liquor,
They were also opposed te any over-the-
counter sales of liquor, The system pro-
vided under the O. T. A. did not greatly
please the’ distiller.

So long as the present gystem of in-
terprovincial trade was allowed to con-

-tinue, just so long would restraint or

ct:introl of the sale of liquor be inoper-
ative.

Mr, Ferguson suggested for the dis-
tillers the abolition of interprovincial
trade, and that Ontario and other prov-
.nces be complete mistresses of their own
houses in the matter of dealing with
liquor. = This did not mean bone-dry pro-
hibition. He favored the carrying of the
coming referendum-—it would not be the
last word on the subject, but the basis
for further improvement of the liquor
question. Before the vote on.the refer-
endum was taken the government should
announce whether it favored a bone-dry
law or not, !

The present systém. of selling liquor
thru vendors on a doctor's order should]
be extended so that a householder should
receive a card entitling him to have liquor
delivered to his house, * This would do
away with the sale over the counter and
would enable the government to know
what liquor each person was getting, so
that if any person was seen to be get-
ting too much liquor his place could be
inspected. The government official would
be the party to determine who might
secure liquor, This would be the only
way liquor could be secured by any-
body and would havé the effect of put-
ting the bootleggers out of business.
Their sources of supply would be closed.

It should be remembered that a ma-
jority vote did not settle the liquor
question; the question of the minority

| THE HOUSE "ROUND

By GORDON HOLMES

must be taken into consideration by
every government.

e |
that was only t6 be expeoted. A clese
eye was: given to other essentials,
and the tire covers Wwere examined,
but every part of the car had with-
stood the strain of a fearsome hill
splendidly. i

Storr had never doubted. but, like
& prudent @eneral, he reviewed his
forces after the engagement, and
found them not only intact, but ready
for mightier deeds. Then, merely to
gratify the sense of touch, as a
horseman strokes a willing and well-
groomed steed, he fingered a tap or
two, shut off the engine, and asked
Armathwaite if he might smoke a
cigarette while awaiting further:
‘orders.

His employer thanked him. for the
word. It recalled the motive of Mar-
guerite’s flight Some plan of action
must be arrived at, and without
delay.

“Smoke, by all means,” he said,
summing up the méan at a glance %s
a bluff and honest sort of fellow,
who would be thoroly dependable if .
properly handled. “How iong did the
run from York to Elmdale take?”

“A little more than two hours, sir.
I started at half-past seven. Your
telegram said I was to arrive by
noon, but our people thought they'd
please a new customer by bein’ a
bit afore time. They didn’t wire,
because the car-would be—to hand
almost as quick as a telegram.”

‘“Can you go from Leyburn to York
in two hours?” :

‘“Basily, sir.”

“Very well.

e of
s 4

A

Just pull your mam- . |
'Chine a few yards ahead, and Miss i |

Ogilvey and I will discuss the;dag‘l ik

program.”
orr obeyed, and Armathmwaite

outlined to a ‘willing listener the
project he- had already formed.

“First,” he said, ‘here is a teles
gram from your: ther. I opened it,
I thought it was best—"
. *Why, of course, Bob dear; why
shouldn’t you?”

Bob dear! It was very pleasant to
hear the phrase on Marguerite's lips,
vet it rendered doubly distasteful
the suggestion he had in mind;
since where is the Jover who will
bring himself willingly to the task
of telling his lady-love that thewn’
must part? DBut it had to be done.
Marguerite must go—not quite so far
as Cornwall, it
too far to please him, and he must
return to the Grange, where, a sure
instinct warned hirh, weighty mata
ters would be settled that day.

A cry of dismay from the girl

‘'gave him the cue he wanted.

““Oh, she has started already!™ she
almost sobbed. “While I was flying .
to Warleggan she is traveling north.
We shall pass each other on the
way!” & ;

“No.” he said, “that must not hap-
.pen. You are going to be a good little
sweetheart, and do as I tell you. in
most excellent and comfortable car
will take you to York. There you will
ascertain from an obliging station-
master what time Mrs. -Ogilvey can

is true, but much

arrive from . Tavistock, assuming she.

left there at or about the hour stated

in the message, and you'll meet her.: ¢

At a rough guess, Mrs, Ogilvey should

be in York about six o'clock. | You'll

-escort her to the station hotel, give
her something to eat, and calmly dis-
cuss the whole affair while the same

luxurious automobile is. bringing you °

back to Himdale.” 8

... “But, what of the danger dad may

be in?’ :
; (Continued Twnorrow Morning)

EARLY EASTER LILY.

Brockville, .Nov. 2.—An easter lily
in full bloom is a curiosity at . the
home of Miss Margaret A. Willlamse.
Caintown. The latter, who has grown
‘}ilies for a number of years, has
never had a plant of this kind bloom
in the fall, and flonists declare it is a
most upusual occurrence. :
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