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was not so important to the United St..:^'l^^^ '^i:;--, ;;^^-^
colonies It u-.s apparent to all niteresied in the trade and commerce of

that this tiade should be free, open and reciprocal, and not burdened withunnecessary charges to the consumer. But the impediments and changes

\rmnl1:Ju
'"^'^ '''^ir'^M tl^i^ indirect, neutral transit, were to if atrifling evil compared with the disastrous eff-ects of a system which sub!

ffimp^iT^^^^^^^^
^-'^ ^« ^'^ ruinotts restrictions of S^ll^l

The evils of the system which had thus far prevailed are well exnre«!sed
in the letter of Mr. Adams to Mr. Rush, dated June 23, 182^ -The svstern or reciprocity with regard to navigation established by 'the treaty of

ht'^ib^rthU^^^^ 'f ^^^ British possessioLlSSpe

w' ich tl e U,^ l!l '^'^J'^'^'^'''^
"f a proposal made to all nations wUI

JresoSl March tsTf . r .""T"'''^'
intercourse by the act of Con-

}{nt h^rn '
1815 conduionally repealing our discriminating duties.Bu It was expressly hmited to the British possessions in EurSpe- and

of i erdS??o'l'h'^'?'
•'"'• '^' ^"^'^^ governLnt resorted to the^s^S

nLts Thp H V
'^",^^,'"'f'»°n of our vessels into her American cobnialpo ts The direct trade between Great Britain was so interwoven withand dependent upon that between the United States and the cok,™tha this convention would have been more than nugatory to the UnitedStates, If while the European part of this intercourse was placed upon a

S'^s I'nonor'^'rf^'.^'^-^-^ !^^^"^^" ""'' United States'and thSo!nies was monopolized by British navigators. This was practicallv feltfrom the moment that the convention took eff-ect, anrLE^r 1816several efforts were made to induce the British government to adfust thiscollision of interests by amicable negotiations '' ^
"It deserves to be remembered," says the Hon. Caleb Cushin- "thatthe convention of 181.5 was the first notable departure by Sbri ain

ft'lo/-'
^^'^ "«'^^«n«^« °f her navigation laws,^which Mr hLiSstated m Parliament was a matter of necessity." During Mr AdSs

'4"dr he' iren"fits"or:i
'' '"''T'

"^" "^'^« '^ seS tJ Ameran
.
esseis tnc benefits of the circuitous voyage, and the same nrivileaps to

aSi:;; ;Tnt "^ ^^'"'^'^ p°^^^ ^ ^^^^' '^^^-^«^ ^« dniaTvtsS i:

In 1829 Mr. McLane, then our minister to the court of St James was

rSe \lTt:l ''f
''''' '"^ ri ""'^''''^^'^ relafive toX'cr
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proclamation issued by the President in November1830 and the order in council, November 6, 1830, give the st^bsSe of

^ i3ri^ ii;
"

f iTf'^T •

?''' P"^'« ^f ^»'^y we^e'immediately openedto Biitish and British colonial vessels engaged in the colonial trade- andsubsequently the colonial vessels laden with colonial produci^^^^^^^^^hnved to discharge their cargoes at ports of delivery also-which proved agreat benefit to colonial navigation, considering the craft engaged in the

at iree poits, colonial vessels were restricted to ports of entry bv a cirrnlarissued by Mr. Secretary Meredith in 1849, which is still in force
.

i^ou will doubtless remember that the arrangement made' by Mr.


