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blighted. It has incpeased their wants, without increasing
the means of gratification. It has enervated their strength,
multiplied their diseases, blasted the powers of their minds,
and superinduced on their original barbarity the low vices of
civilization. Poverty, i*pi„i„g a„d hopeless poverty-a cank-
er of the mind unknown to sylvan Ufe-corrodes their very
heanB..-They loiter like vagrants ^hrough the settiements,
among spacious habitations replete with artificial comforts,
which only render them sensible of the comparative m-etch-
edness of their own condition. Luxury spreads its ample
board before their eyes, but they are expeUed from the ban-
quet. The forest which once furnished them with ample
means of subsistence has been leveDed to the ground-waving
heWs of grain have sprung up in its place,- but they have no
participation in the harvest,- plenty revels around them, but
they are starving amidst its stores; the whole wilderness
blossoms like a garden, but they feel like the reptiles that in-
fest it.

« How different was their case while yet the undispufed
lords of the soil. Their wants were few, and the means of
gratifying them within their reach. They saw every one
around them sharing the same lot, enduring U.e same Imrd-
slups, Imng in the same cabins, feeding on the same aliments,
arrayed in the same rude garments. No roof then mso, but
what was open to the houseless stranger; no smoke curled
among the ti-ces, but he was welcome to sit down by its fire,
and join tlie hunter in his repast. « For," says an old Iiis^
torian of New-England, *. their life is so void of care, and
they iu-e so lo^ ing also, that they make use of those things tbey^m as common goods, and are therein so compassionate tha^


